CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background to the Study
Community journalism, often termed grassroots or participatory journalism, has emerged as a crucial component of local governance and democracy. It emphasizes localized reporting, ensuring that the voices and concerns of the community are represented in the public discourse. By offering a platform for local stories and issues, community journalism fosters inclusivity and strengthens civic engagement (McQuail, 2010).
In democratic settings, accurate and timely information is essential for informed decision-making. However, the proliferation of misinformation and unverified news stories, especially with the rise of digital media, has posed challenges to the credibility of news sources (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017). This study focuses on Ara Community, exploring how community journalism influences democracy, facilitates the dissemination of information, and ensures news authenticity.
The evolution of journalism has seen a shift from centralized, mainstream reporting to more localized and community-focused approaches. Community journalism emerged as a response to the limited representation of grassroots issues in mainstream media (Hatcher, 2011). In communities like Ara, where access to national media may be limited, local journalism serves as a vital link between the people and governance structures.
Ara Community, a semi-urban settlement with active socio-political participation, relies on local news outlets for information on governance, community development, and social issues. However, the advent of social media has disrupted traditional journalism practices, leading to challenges in verifying the authenticity of news stories (Hermida, 2010). This study examines these dynamics, emphasizing the role of community journalism in enhancing democratic engagement and ensuring credible news dissemination.


1.2	Statement of the Problem
In democratic societies, the dissemination of accurate and credible information is crucial for fostering trust and enabling informed participation. Ara Community has experienced instances of misinformation, particularly during election periods, which have resulted in social tensions and reduced trust in local news outlets. Additionally, the lack of professional training among some community journalists has raised concerns about the accuracy and reliability of their reporting (Gillmor, 2006).
Despite its importance, community journalism in Ara faces challenges such as limited resources, lack of access to verification tools, and competition from unregulated social media platforms. This research investigates these issues, aiming to provide solutions for enhancing the role of community journalism in democracy and news authentication.
1.3	Aim and Objectives of the Study
Aim:
To examine the impact of community journalism on democracy, the dissemination of news, and the authentication of news stories in Ara Community.
Objectives:
1. To examine the methods used for disseminating news within the community.
2. To identify the challenges faced by community journalists in verifying news authenticity.
3. To propose strategies for improving the reliability and effectiveness of community journalism in Ara Community.
1.4	Research Questions
1. What are the primary channels for disseminating news stories in Ara Community?
2. What challenges do community journalists face in ensuring the authenticity of news stories?
3. What strategies can enhance the credibility and effectiveness of community journalism in Ara Community?


1.5	Significance of the Study
The findings of this study can provide actionable insights for community journalists in Ara and beyond. By identifying effective practices and challenges in reporting, journalists can improve the accuracy and reliability of their work. Furthermore, understanding the dynamics of news dissemination and authentication will help these professionals combat the spread of misinformation, ensuring that the public has access to credible information (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
Community journalism plays a vital role in fostering democratic engagement, particularly in underserved areas. By addressing local issues, providing a platform for diverse voices, and holding local leaders accountable, community journalism strengthens democratic values. This study aims to highlight the ways in which Ara Community benefits from such journalism, serving as a model for other semi-urban communities (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
1.6	Scope of the Study
This study focuses on the role of community journalism in Ara Community, examining its impact on democracy, news dissemination, and verification. It considers both traditional media (local newspapers and radio) and digital platforms, given their growing influence in local news reporting. The analysis covers a five-year period to capture recent trends and challenges in community journalism (Gillmor, 2006).
1.7	Definition of Terms
Community Journalism: Reporting that focuses on local events, issues, and individuals, often conducted by smaller or independent media outlets (Hatcher, 2011).
Democracy: A system of governance where citizens participate in decision-making through voting and civic engagement.
Dissemination: The act of spreading information widely to an audience.
Authentication: The process of verifying the accuracy and credibility of news stories (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
Ara Community: A semi-urban locality selected for this study as a case example of the impact of community journalism.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1	Introduction
A literature review examines existing knowledge on a research topic, analyzing key concepts, theories, and empirical studies to identify gaps and contextualize the research. This chapter explores the role of community journalism in democracy, the dissemination of news, and the authentication of news stories. It reviews relevant literature under four sections: the conceptual framework, theoretical framework, empirical review, and their application to Ara Community.
2.2	Conceptual Framework
2.2.1	Concept of Community Journalism
Community journalism is defined as a form of journalism that focuses on local issues, individuals, and events, fostering a sense of community and inclusivity. It is often characterized by proximity, relevance, and citizen participation (Hatcher, 2011). The concept of democracy, central to this study, refers to a system of governance that emphasizes participation, accountability, and transparency. A democratic society relies on the availability of accurate and reliable information to make informed decisions (McQuail, 2010).
Dissemination, within this context, involves the process of distributing information widely to ensure accessibility. In community journalism, this is achieved through local media outlets such as community radio stations, local newspapers, and online platforms (Hermida, 2010). Authentication, on the other hand, pertains to the verification of news to ensure accuracy, credibility, and trustworthiness. Misinformation and fake news challenge the ability of community journalists to uphold these principles, requiring innovative approaches to fact-checking and verification (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
These concepts form the foundation for analyzing the role of community journalism in Ara Community, with a focus on its impact on democracy and the challenges of news dissemination and verification.
Community journalism refers to the practice of focusing on hyperlocal issues, events, and individuals to create content relevant to a specific community. Unlike mainstream journalism, it prioritizes proximity and community engagement, offering a platform for voices that might otherwise go unheard (Hatcher, 2011). This form of journalism often emphasizes inclusivity, empowerment, and collaboration, enabling communities to address their unique challenges. For Ara Community, community journalism provides an avenue for disseminating information about local governance, socio-economic developments, and cultural events. However, limited access to advanced tools and training often impedes its effectiveness.
Democracy
Democracy thrives on an informed populace. McQuail (2010) notes that the media is a critical pillar of democracy, serving as a watchdog, an informer, and a platform for dialogue. Community journalism aligns with these functions by amplifying grassroots issues and fostering civic engagement. In semi-urban communities like Ara, the role of community journalism becomes particularly significant as it connects local citizens with governance structures.
Dissemination
Dissemination is the process of spreading information to ensure accessibility and engagement. Community journalism leverages traditional and digital media channels, such as local newspapers, community radio stations, and social media platforms, to distribute news. Hermida (2010) emphasizes that while these tools have democratized news sharing, they have also increased the risks of misinformation.
2.2.2	Authentication of News Stories
Authentication in journalism involves verifying the accuracy and credibility of news stories before publication. The rise of misinformation, particularly on social media, has highlighted the importance of robust verification processes. Wardle and Derakhshan (2017) describe three forms of "information disorder": misinformation, disinformation, and malinformation, all of which pose challenges to community journalism. Authenticating news in Ara Community is crucial for maintaining trust and ensuring the reliability of local media outlets.
Authentication of news stories refers to the process by which journalists and news organizations verify the accuracy, credibility, and reliability of information before it is disseminated to the public. This concept is critical in maintaining trust, preventing the spread of misinformation, and ensuring the integrity of journalism as a profession. Authentication is particularly important in an era where digital platforms and social media have enabled the rapid spread of both verified information and false narratives.
Key Components of News Authentication
Fact-Checking
Fact-checking involves cross-referencing claims and data in a news story with reliable and authoritative sources to confirm their validity. Professional fact-checkers and journalists use primary documents, official statements, and expert opinions as benchmarks for verification (Graves, 2018). For instance, fact-checking can include verifying statistics against official government records or corroborating eyewitness accounts with police reports.
Source Verification
Ensuring the credibility of sources is a fundamental aspect of authentication. Journalists assess the reliability of their sources by considering factors such as expertise, reputation, and proximity to the event or issue being reported. Anonymous sources are scrutinized more rigorously to ensure that their information is credible and not influenced by ulterior motives (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
Triangulation
Triangulation involves verifying information by consulting multiple independent sources. This method helps ensure that the reported facts are not distorted by biases or errors from any single source. In community journalism, triangulation can involve cross-verifying information with local authorities, eyewitnesses, and community records.
Use of Verification Tools
In the digital age, journalists increasingly rely on technology for authentication. Tools like reverse image searches, geolocation software, and metadata analysis are commonly used to verify the authenticity of visual and textual content. For example, tools such as Google Reverse Image Search can confirm whether an image used in a story has been manipulated or misrepresented (Hermida, 2010).
Editorial Oversight
News authentication often involves rigorous editorial processes. Editors review stories to ensure that they meet ethical and professional standards, questioning the accuracy of claims and the reliability of sources. This oversight is particularly critical in smaller media outlets, such as those in community journalism, where resource constraints may limit access to advanced verification tools (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009).
Importance of News Authentication
Maintaining Credibility
Credibility is a cornerstone of journalism. Authenticating news helps build trust between media organizations and their audiences, ensuring that readers or viewers can rely on the information provided (McQuail, 2010).
Combating Misinformation
In today’s media landscape, misinformation and disinformation spread rapidly, often with harmful consequences. Authentication helps mitigate the impact of false narratives, particularly in sensitive areas such as politics, public health, and community governance (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).
Promoting Informed Decision-Making
Verified information allows citizens to make informed decisions, particularly in democratic societies where public opinion shapes governance. In Ara Community, for instance, accurate reporting on local development projects enables residents to hold their leaders accountable.
Ethical Responsibility
Journalistic ethics demand that reporters verify their stories to avoid causing harm through inaccuracies or misrepresentation. Failure to authenticate news can erode public trust in journalism as a profession and weaken its role as a democratic institution (Hermida, 2010).
2.3 Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework for this research draws on two key theories:
2.3.1	Public Sphere Theory
Jurgen Habermas’s concept of the public sphere emphasizes the importance of free and open communication in fostering democratic engagement. According to Habermas (1989), the public sphere is a space where individuals come together to discuss and influence societal issues. Community journalism acts as a facilitator of this discourse, providing a platform for marginalized voices and promoting participatory democracy.
The theory of the public sphere is primarily associated with the German sociologist and philosopher Jürgen Habermas, who introduced it in his seminal work, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere (Strukturwandel der Öffentlichkeit, 1962). The concept explores how spaces for public debate emerge, evolve, and function in modern societies.
The public sphere is an area of social life where individuals come together to discuss matters of public interest, debate ideas, and form opinions. It is distinct from the private sphere (family and personal life) and the state (government and political institutions). Ideally, the public sphere is a realm where citizens engage in rational-critical debate and participate in democratic decision-making.
Habermas traces the development of the public sphere to the 18th century, particularly in coffeehouses, salons, and reading societies in Europe. These spaces allowed the bourgeoisie to discuss literature, politics, and society. Over time, these discussions influenced public opinion and challenged the authority of the state.
2.3.2	Gatekeeping Theory
Gatekeeping theory, introduced by Kurt Lewin and later expanded by David White, explains the process by which information is selected, filtered, and presented to the public. Community journalists act as gatekeepers, deciding which stories to report and how to frame them. This theory underscores the journalist’s responsibility to ensure that news is accurate, credible, and relevant (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009). In the context of Ara Community, gatekeeping involves not only selecting news but also combating misinformation.
Gatekeeping theory is a communication theory that examines the process by which information is filtered and controlled as it moves through various channels of communication. Originally conceptualized in the field of mass communication, gatekeeping theory is widely applied across disciplines, including journalism, media studies, organizational communication, and sociology.
Gatekeeping theory was first introduced by Kurt Lewin in the 1940s, initially in the context of food choices and household decision-making. The concept was later adapted to mass communication by David Manning White in the 1950s. White's seminal study analyzed how a newspaper editor selected stories to publish, highlighting the subjective nature of gatekeeping.


Applications of Gatekeeping Theory
Journalism and Media: Examining how news stories are selected and framed.
Social Media: Understanding the role of algorithms in amplifying or suppressing content.
Marketing: Analyzing how brands decide which messages to promote.
Public Policy: Studying the flow of information in government decision-making and its dissemination to the public.
These theories provide a framework for understanding how community journalism contributes to democracy and addresses the challenges of news dissemination and verification.
2.4	Empirical Review
The empirical review examines studies that have explored the relationship between community journalism, democracy, dissemination, and authentication of news stories.
Research has consistently shown that community journalism enhances democratic participation. Bowman and Willis (2003) found that grassroots media empower citizens by providing a platform to voice their concerns and influence policy. Similarly, studies by Howley (2010) indicate that community journalism fosters accountability, particularly in rural and semi-urban areas where mainstream media coverage is limited.
Studies have highlighted the role of community journalism in enhancing democratic engagement. For instance, Bowman and Willis (2003) found that community media provide a platform for civic participation, enabling citizens to voice their opinions and influence local governance. Similarly, a study by Howley (2010) emphasized that community journalism fosters accountability by holding local authorities to account and promoting transparency.
The methods of news dissemination have evolved significantly, with digital platforms becoming increasingly important. Hermida (2010) observed that social media and online platforms have democratized the dissemination process, allowing citizens to share and access information quickly. However, this also raises concerns about the spread of unverified information.
In rural and semi-urban areas like Ara Community, traditional media such as radio and newspapers remain dominant, although digital media is gaining traction. Studies by Gillmor (2006) and Hatcher (2011) have emphasized the importance of integrating digital tools into community journalism to expand reach and enhance efficiency.
The challenge of fake news and misinformation has been widely studied. Wardle and Derakhshan (2017) described the phenomenon of "information disorder," categorizing it into misinformation (false but not malicious), disinformation (false and malicious), and malinformation (true but harmful). Community journalists often lack the resources and training to verify information, making them vulnerable to spreading false stories.
Empirical studies suggest that collaborations with fact-checking organizations and the use of digital verification tools can enhance news authentication (Graves, 2018). For instance, a case study in Kenya showed that community radio stations that partnered with fact-checking organizations reported higher credibility among listeners (Cheeseman & Klaas, 2018). These lessons can be applied to Ara Community to strengthen the authenticity of its news reporting.
The literature reviewed in this chapter highlights the critical role of community journalism in democracy, dissemination, and news authentication. It identifies key concepts, theories, and empirical studies relevant to the research, providing a foundation for analyzing the situation in Ara Community. While community journalism offers significant benefits, challenges such as misinformation, limited resources, and lack of training must be addressed to maximize its potential.
The methods of disseminating news have evolved with technological advancements. Hermida (2010) observed that digital tools, such as social media, have revolutionized news sharing by making it faster and more accessible. However, the reliance on these platforms has also increased the prevalence of misinformation.
Empirical studies in Nigeria reveal that community radio stations remain one of the most trusted sources of news, particularly in rural areas (Cheeseman & Klaas, 2018). In Ara Community, leveraging a combination of traditional media and digital platforms can maximize reach and engagement.
The issue of misinformation is a growing concern in journalism. Wardle and Derakhshan (2017) highlight that false information spreads rapidly on digital platforms due to algorithms prioritizing sensational content. Community journalists, who often lack access to advanced verification tools, are particularly vulnerable to these challenges.
A case study in Kenya by Graves (2018) demonstrated that partnerships between local media outlets and fact-checking organizations significantly improved the credibility of community journalism. Adopting similar strategies in Ara Community could enhance the reliability of local news.
The rise of user-generated content and social media has blurred the lines between professional journalism and amateur reporting. Gillmor (2006) argues that while citizen journalism has democratized information sharing, it has also complicated the authentication process. In Ara Community, empowering local journalists with training and resources is essential to address these challenges and maintain public trust.
The literature reviewed highlights the significant contributions of community journalism to democracy, news dissemination, and authentication. It also underscores the challenges posed by misinformation, limited resources, and evolving media landscapes. These findings provide a comprehensive framework for analyzing the role of community journalism in Ara Community, guiding the development of strategies to address its challenges and maximize its potential.


[bookmark: _Hlk195090296]CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: bookmark45]
METHODOLOGY
3.1 [bookmark: bookmark46]Introduction
This chapter described the methods used for data collection. They were research design, population of the study, sampling size and technique, description of research instrument, validity of data gathering instrument, methods of data collection and method of data analysis.
3.2 [bookmark: bookmark47]Research Design
Kerlinger, F.(2017). Defined research design as the plan, structure and strategy of investigation concerned as to obtain answer to research question and control variance. Research design is a step by step approach that the research adopt to complete the study. Edeani, D.(2016).
In the light of this study, the research adopted the survey method of data collection. It is used to obtain the peoples opinion through questionnaire.
[bookmark: _TOC_250012]3.3	Population of the Study
According to the information gather from the Chairman of Ara Community, Mr. Dauda Ambali. The population of the local habitant of Ara community is over 500 while the population of student in Ara community is over 3500 making it over 400 populace of Ara Communnity as at 2023 (NPC, 2025)
3.4	Sampling Techniques and sample size
[bookmark: _bookmark44]	Stratified sampling technique is used to determine the sample size, and the sample size will be 180 respondents.
The sample size is a term used in market research for defining the number of subjects included in a sample size. By sample size, we understand a group of subjects that are selected from the general population and is considered a representative of the real population for that specific study.


The sample size will be using Taro Yamane formulae.

n =      __N_____
            1+ N (e)2
Where;
N= population
e= sampling error
n= sample size
[bookmark: bookmark53]3.5	Instrument of Data Collection
The instrument that will be used for this research work is the questionnaire. The research questionnaire, developed by the researcher consist of two sections A and B. section A will be designed to elicit personal information from the respondents such as sex, age, name of media organization, etc. Section B contain item focus on the different responses to be tested will be made known to the respondents. One hundred (100) copies of questionnaires will be distributed to analyze the data for the study.
3.6	Validity of Data Gathering Instrument
	Validity is referred to as the degree to which empirical measure of several measure of several measures of a concept, accurately measure the concept (Orodho 2015). According to mugenda and mugenda (2019), validity is the degree to which results obtained from the analysis of data collected in a research questions actually represents what was intended. Content validity will be ensured by matching the research questions with items in the data collection instruments. This will be done by engaging the supervisors to verify if the content of items in the questionnaire with collected information on the effect of community journalism in democracy, dissemination and authentication of news stories.
The study would ensure that simple language will be adopted to make the respondents understand the question very well for them give valid answers as per the study.


3.7	Method of Data Collection 
	A survey of data collection method will be employed to collect primary data. A survey is defined by Balnaus and Caputi (2011) as a method of collecting data from people about who they are, how they think (motivations and believes) and what they do (behaviour). The subject in the survey were questioned by means of a standardized procedure for the answers to be compared and analyzed statistically (Corbetta, 2013).
Questionnaire is the most effective way of data collection tool for the survey of this study. Standardized and well-structured questionnaires will help to investigate a widely distributed population. The advantage of this approach is that the researcher can collect data from a controlled number of variables. The respondents will be expected to provide answers to the open ended questions. The questionnaire will be split into two sections, the initial section asked questions concerning the general responded information. The second section established the effect of community journalism in democracy, dissemination and authentication of news stories. 
3.8	Data Analysis Method
This study will use a descriptive statistics method to analyze data. According to Mugenda and Mugenda, (2019), descriptive analysis involves a process of transforming a mass of raw data into tables, charts, with frequency distribution and percentages, which are a vitalparts of making sense of the data. 
Simple tables, frequency and percentage were adopted in the presentation and analysis of the data generated for this study. These statistical tools were used because they were suitable means of breaking down and analyzing the generated data.
[bookmark: _bookmark46]The study used both primary and secondary data. Primary data was collected from the field using questionnaires and secondary data was collected from available published records such as textbooks, journals, magazines, manuals and internet. Data was collected using questionnaire method and document analysis.


CHAPTER FOUR
4.0	DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 	INTRODUCTION
This chapter entails with the presentation, analysis and interpretation of the data collected by the researcher in the course of carrying out the research. The presence of data makes no meaning to anybody unless adequate analysis of such data is carried out.
4.2	DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
SECITON A
TABLE 4.1: GENDER
	Frequency 
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Male
	58
	58

	Female 
	42
	42

	Total
	100
	100


Source: field survey 2025
	The analysis shows that 58 respondents are male while 42 respondents are female representing 58% and 42% respectively. The table above indicates majority of them are male.
TABLE 4.2: MARITAL STATUS.
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Single
	48
	48

	Married
	38
	38

	Divorces
	14
	18

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025 
	The above table shows that 48 respondents are single, 38 respondents are married, while 14 respondents are divorced representing 48%, 38% and 14% respectively. The table above indicates that majority of them are single.


TABLE 4.3: AGE
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	18 – 25 year
	19
	19

	26 – 35year
	34
	34

	36 – 45year
	26
	26

	46 and above
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 19 respondents are in the age bracket of 18 – 25 years, 34 respondents are between 26 – 35years, 26 respondents are within the age of 36 -45 years, 21 respondents are in the age of 46year and above respectively.
TABLE 4.4:  EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Olevel holder
	38
	38

	ND/NCE holder
	41
	41

	HND/B.sc holder
	21
	21

	TOTAL
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
	The table above shows that 38 respondents are o’level holder, 41 respondents are ND/NCE holder, 21 respondents are HND/BS.c holder, representing 38%, 41% and 21% respectively. The table above shows that majority they are hold ND/NCE.
TABLE 4.5:  OCCUPATION
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Employed 
	90
	90

	Student 
	1
	1

	Unemployed
	9
	9

	Other
	0
	0

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
This table shows that Employed constitute 90 respondent representing 90%, student has 1 respondents representing 1%, Unemployed has 9 respondents representing 9%, while none of the respondents chose Other.


TABLE 4.6: Length of residence in Ara Community
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Less than 1year
	25
	25

	1-5 years
	48
	48

	6-10 years
	13
	13

	More than 10 years
	14
	14

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 25 respondents have been living in Ara Community Less than 1 year, 48 respondents are in the 1-5 years, 13 respondents are between 6-10 years, 14 respondents are more than 10 years length of residence in Ara Community respectively.
Section B:Awareness and understanding of Democracy
TABLE 4.7: Are you aware of your demographic rights as a citizens?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	89
	89

	No
	11
	11

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
	The table above show 89% of respondents support Yes that there are aware of their demographic rights as a citizen , while remaining 11% of respondents said No.
TABLE 4.8: If yes, how did you become aware?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Through school 
	17
	17

	Community meetings
	16
	16

	Social media
	46
	46

	Radio/Tv
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
From the table above, the analysis shows that 17% of the respondents choose Through school has the way to become to aware of their demographic rights as a citizen, 16% of the respondent choose Community meetings, 46% of  the respondents choose Social media, while the remaining 21% of the respondents chose Radio/TV.


TABLE 4.9: Do you use Multimedia tools in your reporting?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	19
	19

	Agree
	36
	36

	Neutral
	25
	25

	Disagree
	15
	15

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	5

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
	The table above show 19% of respondents chose Strongly Agree that they use multimedia tools in reporting, 36% of the respondents Agree, 25% of the respondents were Neutral, 15% of the respondents Disagreed, while the remaining 5% of respondents Strongly Disagreed.
TABLE 4.10: How actively do you participate in democratic processes?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very actively
	40
	40

	Occasionally
	35
	35

	Rarely
	15
	15

	Never
	10
	10

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
	The table above show 40% of respondents were Very Actively, 35% of the respondents Chose occasionally, 15% said rarely,  while remaining 10% of respondents said Never.
SECTION C
TABLE 4.11: Does Ara community play any role in promoting democratic participation?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes 
	71
	81

	No
	29
	29

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 71 respondents representing 71% said Yes Ara community play any role in promoting democratic participation, while the remaining 29% of the respondents said No respectively.
TABLE 4.12: If yes, how does the community contribute?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Organizing community meetings
	46
	46

	Encouraging voter registration and turnout
	16
	16

	Advocacy and awareness programs
	17
	17

	Monitoring elected official
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
From the table above, the analysis shows that 46% of the respondents choose Organizing community meetings has the way community contribute, 16% of the respondent choose Encouraging voter registration and turnout, 17% of  the respondents choose Advocacy and awareness programs, while the remaining 21% of the respondents chose Monitoring elected officials.
TABLE 4.13: How effective are local/community based institutions in supporting democracy?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Very effective
	17
	17

	Effective
	16
	16

	Slightly effective
	46
	46

	Not effective
	21
	21

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
From the table above, the analysis shows that 17% of the respondents choose Very effective, 16% of the respondent choose Effective, 46% of  the respondents choose Slightly Effective, while the remaining 21% of the respondents chose Not effective.


TABLE 4.14: Do you feel your voice is heard through community engagement in political matters?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	77
	77

	No
	23
	23

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 77% of respondents support yes, while remaining 23% of respondents support no. This shows that majority of them chose yes.
TABLE 4.15:  How often does the community hold meetings to discuss issues of governance?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Weekly
	59
	59

	Monthly
	28
	28

	Occasionally
	10
	10

	Never
	3
	3

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 59% of respondents said Weekly, 28% of respondents said Monthly, 10% said Occasionally, while remaining 3 said Never.
4.3	Discussion of Findings
One of the key findings of this study is that community journalism serves as a vital platform for civic engagement in Ara community. The data revealed that local media, particularly community radio and locally published newsletters, provide information that empowers residents to participate in local governance. This aligns with the assertion by Meadows et al. (2024) that community journalism brings people closer to decision-making by addressing grassroots issues often ignored by mainstream media.
In Ara, respondents confirmed that community journalism platforms regularly inform them about local government policies, community development projects, and civic responsibilities such as voter registration and public health campaigns. This indicates that community journalism contributes significantly to an informed citizenry, which is a cornerstone of a functioning democracy.
Another major finding is the role of community journalism in promoting transparency and accountability among local leaders. Respondents noted that local journalists and media practitioners often investigate and report on issues such as budget allocations, community fund management, and performance of local officials. This scrutiny has, according to several respondents, led to more cautious and accountable leadership behavior.
This finding supports the democratic theory that a free and active press helps reduce corruption and promotes good governance by ensuring that public officials are held accountable for their actions. In Ara community, this function of the local media has encouraged public debate and strengthened checks and balances at the grassroots level.
Community journalism in Ara also plays a pivotal role in amplifying the voices of groups often excluded from mainstream media narratives—such as women, youth, and traditional leaders. The study found that local media give significant coverage to issues affecting these groups, providing them with a platform to express their concerns and advocate for change.
Many respondents emphasized that local media practitioners often lack formal journalism education, which affects the quality and objectivity of reporting. Additionally, some noted that local politicians sometimes attempt to manipulate media narratives to serve their own interests, thereby undermining journalistic independence.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
This study examined the role and effect of community journalism on democracy, with specific reference to Ara community. The investigation sought to determine how community-based media platforms influence civic engagement, political participation, accountability, and the inclusion of diverse voices in governance processes. The research was anchored on the premise that community journalism serves as a grassroots mechanism for strengthening democratic principles in rural and semi-urban settings.
The study revealed that community journalism plays a vital role in promoting civic awareness among residents of Ara community. Through community radio programs, newsletters, town hall announcements, and informal reporting networks, local media disseminate important information on governance, public policy, and socio-political activities. This accessibility to information has, in turn, enhanced democratic participation by encouraging residents to engage in community decision-making, elections, and public dialogue.
Moreover, the study found that community journalism promotes accountability by exposing inefficiencies, corruption, and administrative malpractice among public officials. It serves as a watchdog that encourages transparency and helps hold local authorities accountable to the people.
Another key discovery is the inclusive nature of community journalism. Marginalized groups such as women, youth, and traditional rulers are given platforms to voice their concerns, experiences, and suggestions. This inclusive reporting structure deepens democratic culture by encouraging equitable participation in societal development.
Despite its benefits, community journalism in Ara faces challenges such as inadequate funding, poor infrastructure, lack of professional training among local journalists, and political interference. These obstacles limit the scope and effectiveness of community journalism and, by extension, weaken its contribution to the democratization process.
Lastly, the study emphasized the pivotal role of community journalism in mobilizing electoral participation. It was observed that election-related programs and coverage in Ara community increased voter awareness and turnout, reduced electoral violence, and promoted informed voting decisions.
5.2	Conclusion
From the findings, it can be concluded that community journalism is a powerful catalyst for democratic development in Ara community. Its grassroots approach to information dissemination and civic education makes it an essential tool for nurturing democratic values at the local level. Community journalism enhances political participation by informing citizens of their rights and responsibilities, promotes accountability through investigative reporting, and fosters inclusivity by giving voice to previously unheard or ignored segments of society.
Furthermore, the study confirms that the effectiveness of democracy is not solely dependent on national policies or elite-level governance but also on local structures like community journalism that promote participation, transparency, and empowerment. In the context of Ara, community journalism has bridged the communication gap between the government and the governed and has made democratic governance more accessible, practical, and relatable to the people. However, for community journalism to be more impactful, structural and institutional challenges must be addressed. There is a need for professional capacity development, technological upgrades, and protective policies that allow for journalistic freedom and sustainability.
In essence, democracy thrives where people are informed, involved, and empowered — and community journalism serves as a bridge toward achieving that democratic ideal in Ara community and similar grassroots environments.
5.3	Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions drawn, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the impact of community journalism on democracy, particularly in rural communities like Ara:
1. Capacity Building for Community Journalists: There is an urgent need to train local media practitioners in ethical journalism, investigative reporting, and the use of digital tools. Non-governmental organizations, media institutes, and government bodies should organize workshops and training programs to professionalize community journalism.
2. Improved Funding and Resources: Community media platforms often operate on minimal budgets, limiting their coverage and influence. Financial support from local governments, development partners, and private sponsors can help improve the quality and reach of community journalism. Mechanisms must also be put in place to ensure that funding does not compromise journalistic independence.
3. Strengthening Legal and Institutional Frameworks: The government should enact and enforce laws that protect community journalists from harassment, censorship, and political interference. A free press is vital for democracy, and community journalists must be given the legal backing to perform their roles without fear or favor.
4. Adoption of New Technologies: Community media should be encouraged and assisted in adopting modern communication technologies, such as mobile reporting tools, social media platforms, and podcasting. These innovations can expand their audience reach and foster interactive engagement with the community.
5. Promotion of Media Literacy: Residents of Ara and similar communities should be sensitized to the importance of community journalism and how to effectively engage with it. Media literacy programs can empower citizens to critically consume and contribute to community media content, thus enhancing participatory democracy.
6. Encouragement of Community Participation in Content Creation: Community journalism should not be a top-down information process. Members of the community should be encouraged to contribute stories, reports, and opinions. This participatory approach fosters ownership, trust, and relevance in media content.
Community journalism is not just a medium of communication; it is a vehicle for democratic transformation. In Ara community, its role in fostering civic engagement, political accountability, and inclusive governance is evident. However, for community journalism to continue playing this vital role, it must be supported, protected, and empowered. When community journalism thrives, democracy becomes more meaningful, more participatory, and more people-centered.
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