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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 	Introduction
Social media platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and WhatsApp, have become integral in shaping cultural expressions and values, especially among young people who are most active on these platforms. For the Yoruba community, which has a rich cultural heritage embedded in language, music, festivals, dressing, and social values, the influence of social media is double-edged. On one hand, it serves as a tool to showcase and share Yoruba culture worldwide; on the other, it exposes the culture to external influences that might lead to its dilution or transformation. Research has shown that social media significantly impacts how cultures evolve over time (Omenugha et al., 2021), and understanding its effect on Yoruba culture could provide insight into preserving and promoting the traditions within contemporary digital spaces.Globalization, for instance, a trend often cited in discussions of the effects of foreign media, may serve to explain the move toward a "global culture," but some critics (Olalekan 2017) are unswayed by arguments in favor of globalization, nor are they persuaded that recent developments in the third world are just a "consequence of modernity": such critics would prefer to look to the mass media-hegemony explanation instead.
The term culture has been defined differently by different people. The different definitions attached to culture are based on the differences in the orientation of the people. According to (Ekeh, 2018), culture is construct used in an attempt to analyze and integrate events and ideas in broad spectrum of areas of society. (Jekayinka, 2015), states that from wider perspective, culture includes the total repertoire of human action which are socially transmitted from generation to generation. (Obiora 2012), says the transformation of culture is gradual and not sudden. It changes exactly the same way as the human being change. It is dynamic, learned, acquired, transmitted or diffused through contact or means of communication flow from generation to another. The Nigerian culture is observed to be fading out as a result of the acceptance and adaptation of the modernist’s solution on to underdevelopment. One of such theories which relates to this subtle method of assault international communication is given by (Lerner, 2016).
1.2 	Statement of the Problem
The proliferation of social media among residents in Yoruba-dominated regions, such as Ilorin East, has created a dynamic shift in cultural practices. Traditional ways of communicating values and customs through oral narratives, face-to-face social interactions, and community gatherings are increasingly replaced by online interactions that may lack the depth of traditional practices. 
According to Adesoji (2020), digital interactions can lead to cultural disconnection, especially among the youth who may adopt foreign cultural elements at the expense of indigenous values. The challenge, therefore, is whether social media serves as a tool for preserving Yoruba culture or as a medium for cultural erosion.
1.3 	Aim and Objectives of the Study
This study aims to investigate how social media influences Yoruba culture and traditions, focusing on the residents of Ilorin East. 
The objectives of the study include:
1. To examine the role of social media in the promotion of Yoruba culture in Ilorin East LGA
1. To analyze the impact of social media on the preservation and adaptation of Yoruba traditional values in Ilorin East LGA
1. To identify any shifts in cultural practices among Ilorin East residents influenced by social media platforms.
1.4 	Research Questions
The following research questions will guide the study:
1. In what ways does social media promote or hinder the preservation of Yoruba culture in Ilorin East LGA?
1. What specific elements of Yoruba traditions are most affected by social media influence in Ilorin East LGA?
1. How do Ilorin East residents perceive the role of social media in shaping their cultural practices?
1.5 	Significance of the Study
Understanding the influence of social media on Yoruba culture is crucial for several reasons. First, it provides insights into the extent to which social media platforms can serve as tools for cultural preservation (Babalola, 2019). Furthermore, the findings of this study could benefit cultural activists, policymakers, and educators who aim to design strategies to reinforce cultural education in digital spaces. 
The study contributes to literature on cultural globalization and indigenous knowledge preservation, which is a growing area of concern as digital media becomes more embedded in daily life.
1.6 	Scope of the Study
This study focuses on Yoruba culture as it relates to residents in Ilorin East, Kwara State. The emphasis is placed on how social media influences traditional values, beliefs, and practices within this specific community. Although Yoruba culture is practiced across various states, this study will be limited to the residents of Ilorin East to ensure a focused analysis.
The scope of this study is to find out how the mass media affect the Cultural Values of Yoruba community using Erin Osun in Osun State as a case study. The community is been noted for a constant influence of mass media on their cultural values and traditions. Hence, the need for choosing the community as a case study commenced.   In the cause of the research, oral interview were consulted on both people of the community. But the research depends more on the questionnaire which were distributed to people of the community and were completed and returned. The researcher also consulted some textbooks, Newspapers and journals which provided a lot of information pertaining to the study.
1.7 	Limitation of the Study
A potential limitation of this study is that it focuses on a single cultural group and a specific location, which may limit the generalizability of the findings. Additionally, the reliance on self-reported data from participants regarding their social media use may introduce bias. Future studies could expand the scope by including multiple communities and comparative analysis with other Nigerian cultures.
1.8 Definition of Terms
Social Media: Platforms that facilitate online interactions and content sharing, such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and WhatsApp.
Yoruba Culture: The customs, traditions, language, and social practices indigenous to the Yoruba ethnic group.
Cultural Preservation: The act of maintaining and promoting cultural values, practices, and traditions over time.
Cultural Erosion: The gradual loss or transformation of cultural practices due to external influences, often due to globalization or digital media.
CHAPTER TWO
2.0	Literature Review
2.1	Introduction
Social media has become a powerful platform, significantly influencing various aspects of society, including cultural beliefs and traditions. In examining how social media affects Yoruba culture, it's essential to consider both its role in shaping perceptions and the ways it transforms traditional practices. With platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube offering immediate connectivity, cultural practices are becoming increasingly accessible to a global audience, yet susceptible to shifts in authenticity and traditional values (Ajibade& Ayodele, 2020). This literature review will explore the conceptual and theoretical frameworks guiding this investigation, along with empirical studies that assess social media’s influence on Yoruba culture and traditions, particularly among residents of Ilorin East.
The rise of social media has introduced new dynamics to cultural preservation and adaptation, especially among ethnic groups such as the Yoruba. Social media platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube, have reshaped the way individuals connect with their cultural heritage, impacting both the preservation and transformation of traditional Yoruba practices (Ajibade& Ayodele, 2020). Some researchers view social media as a powerful tool for cultural exchange, where Yoruba traditions, festivals, languages, and attire are shared widely. This digital exposure allows for the celebration and appreciation of Yoruba culture by a global audience, creating a form of digital preservation (Akinwale& Olusola, 2019).
However, scholars also highlight concerns about the gradual erosion of cultural values due to social media's influence. According to Ogundipe (2019), the exposure to Western values and lifestyles on social media can dilute indigenous cultural practices, particularly among younger generations. This phenomenon, known as cultural assimilation, is evident as younger Yoruba individuals increasingly adopt Western clothing styles, language preferences, and social behaviors, sometimes neglecting their traditional values. This shift is particularly pronounced in urban centers where global trends influence social identity, affecting how youths perceive and engage with their heritage (Ajayi, 2020). The impact of social media on language use is also significant, as demonstrated in Alabi’s (2021) study, which found a notable decrease in the use of Yoruba language among youths in online interactions. Many young Yoruba speakers now prefer English or Pidgin in digital communication, which risks diminishing the Yoruba language over time. However, some social media communities specifically aim to preserve Yoruba heritage by sharing proverbs, folk stories, and traditional knowledge, offering a counterbalance to cultural erosion (Oyedele, 2022).
Research also indicates a positive dimension to social media's influence on Yoruba culture. By broadcasting cultural events such as the Òṣun-Òṣogbo festival or the Egungun festival, social media helps to sustain interest in Yoruba heritage, even among those who cannot physically attend these events (Adebayo, 2019). The digital documentation of these traditions allows younger generations to engage with their culture in new, accessible ways. Overall, while social media presents challenges to traditional Yoruba practices, it also offers opportunities for cultural preservation and revitalization. The platform’s influence on Yoruba culture is complex, encompassing both risks of cultural dilution and potential for enhanced cultural appreciation (Olatunji & Adeoye, 2020).
2.2	Conceptual framework
The conceptual framework focuses on the relationship between social media and Yoruba cultural practices, specifically examining how digital platforms influence perceptions, behaviors, and the preservation or alteration of cultural norms. Social media serves as both a conduit for sharing cultural practices and a space where these practices encounter modern influences. According to Ogundipe (2019), social media can dilute cultural authenticity as global trends blend with traditional Yoruba norms. 
The framework involves three main concepts: social media influence, cultural practices, and cultural transformation. Social media influence encompasses the reach and impact of digital platforms on users’ attitudes and behaviors, while cultural practices refer to traditional activities, languages, and beliefs within the Yoruba community. Cultural transformation examines how these practices evolve or are altered under social media’s influence (Adebayo & Fashola, 2018).
2.2.1	Concept of social media
The influence of social media on Yoruba culture and traditions is a rich area of study, as social media platforms increasingly shape cultural practices, perceptions, and values within the Yoruba community. This analysis can focus on both positive and negative impacts, given social media's wide reach and the adaptability of Yoruba culture. Here’s a breakdown of some key aspects:
1. Preservation and Promotion of Culture
Social media platforms serve as a repository for Yoruba history, language, and practices. Content creators, scholars, and enthusiasts often share educational posts, storytelling videos, and Yoruba language tutorials, making cultural knowledge more accessible to younger generations and those in the diaspora.
2. Revitalization of Language and Oral Traditions
Social media provides a space where Yoruba speakers can communicate in their language, promoting its daily use. Hashtags and social media challenges also create a space for expressions in Yoruba, supporting language preservation.
3. Modification of Traditional Practices and Values
Social media has influenced how rituals, such as weddings, naming ceremonies, and other significant rites of passage, are conducted. The emphasis on aesthetics and trendiness sometimes leads to alterations in traditional practices to make them more visually appealing or “shareable,” which can dilute traditional aspects.
4. Influence on Fashion and Identity
Yoruba fashion—such as agbada, iro, and gele—has gained popularity and evolved due to social media exposure. Platforms like Instagram play a role in shaping modern interpretations of traditional attire, blending Yoruba clothing with contemporary styles.
5. Challenges and Risks to Yoruba Culture
With increased exposure, elements of Yoruba culture may be appropriated by non-Yoruba individuals, sometimes leading to misrepresentation or exploitation. Social media enables quick diffusion of such instances, raising concerns over cultural respect.
2.2.2	Concept of Yoruba culture 	
Yoruba culture is one of the most vibrant and influential African cultures, originating from the Yoruba people, primarily found in southwestern Nigeria and parts of Benin and Togo. It encompasses a rich tapestry of language, spirituality, social customs, arts, and practices that are deeply rooted in history and tradition. Here’s an overview of some fundamental aspects:
1. Language and Oral Tradition
Yoruba Language: The Yoruba language is a tonal language with rich vocabulary and expressions. It is central to the people’s identity and is used in daily communication, ceremonies, storytelling, and religious practices. Proverbs, poetry (e.g., Oríkì or praise poetry), and storytelling are highly valued, preserving history, values, and wisdom.
Oral Tradition: Oral literature, including myths, folktales, and historical accounts, is passed down from generation to generation. This includes the Ifá divination, a complex system of oral literature and proverbs used in Yoruba spirituality to communicate wisdom.
2. Spirituality and Religion
Yoruba Religion: Yoruba spirituality is based on a belief in a Supreme Being, Olódùmarè, and a pantheon of deities known as òrìṣà, such as Sango (god of thunder), Yemoja (goddess of rivers), and Ogun (god of iron and war). Worship involves rituals, prayers, drumming, dance, and festivals.
Ifá Divination: Ifá is an important spiritual and philosophical system within Yoruba culture. It is a form of divination and guidance facilitated by a Babalawo (priest) who interprets the verses and proverbs that are part of the OdùIfá, a collection of spiritual knowledge and teachings.
3. Social Structure and Customs
1. Family and Community: The Yoruba place a high value on family and community. Extended families are common, with elders respected and seen as custodians of knowledge and tradition. Social gatherings, festivals, and ceremonies foster a sense of communal unity.
1. Naming and Respect for Elders: In Yoruba culture, names are deeply meaningful, often reflecting aspirations, circumstances of birth, or family heritage. Respect for elders is central, shown through specific greetings, language, and body gestures such as prostration (for males) and kneeling (for females).
4. Festivals and Celebrations
1. Traditional Festivals: Yoruba festivals, such as the Osun-Osogbo Festival, Eyo Festival, and Olojo Festival, celebrate deities, historical events, and the community’s heritage. These festivals involve music, dance, elaborate costumes, and rituals, often drawing participants from across the Yoruba diaspora.
1. Rites of Passage: Ceremonies like naming ceremonies, marriages, and funeral rites are significant cultural milestones, each with unique customs that celebrate the individual’s role in the community and connect them to their ancestors.
2.2.3	Concept of Social Media Usage
Social media platforms are the primary tool through which modern communication and cultural exchange occur. These platforms include Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and TikTok. Social media usage encompasses:
1. Frequency of Use: How often Yoruba individuals engage with social media platforms.
1. Types of Content Consumed: The nature of the content consumed by users, such as entertainment (music, dance), educational content (cultural documentaries), or lifestyle trends.
1. User Engagement: Interactions with content, such as liking, sharing, commenting, and participating in discussions related to Yoruba culture.

2.2.4	Concept of Yoruba Cultural Practices and Traditions
The influence of social media on various aspects of Yoruba culture can be explored through several dependent variables, including:
1. Language and Communication: Social media's impact on the use of the Yoruba language among users. The increasing dominance of English and Pidgin, or the preservation and promotion of Yoruba language through hashtags, memes, and cultural dialogues, is a key area to explore.
1. Cultural Identity and Values: Social media’s role in shaping Yoruba cultural identity, including the reinforcement or modification of traditional values and practices. This can involve the promotion of Yoruba customs, rituals, music, and dress or the adoption of Western ideals.
1. Festivals and Traditions: The influence of social media in promoting Yoruba festivals (e.g., Òṣun-Òṣogbo, Eyo festival) through live streaming, photographs, and videos. Social media also affects the participation and visibility of these festivals globally.
1. Social Interaction and Community Building: Social media’s role in connecting Yoruba people across geographical boundaries, helping them to form virtual communities that share, celebrate, and exchange cultural experiences.
2.3	Theoretical framework
2.3.1	Uses and Gratification 
The Uses and Gratifications Theory (UGT) is a communication theory that focuses on how individuals actively seek out media and use it to satisfy specific needs or desires. Unlike other theories that emphasize media's influence on audiences, UGT emphasizes the agency of the audience, suggesting that people use media for specific purposes, such as entertainment, information, or social interaction.
Here are the key concepts and ideas associated with the Uses and Gratifications Theory:
1. Active Audience: The theory assumes that the audience is active and makes conscious choices about the media they consume. It views individuals as goal-oriented, with specific needs driving their media consumption.
1. Gratifications: UGT posits that media users engage with content to fulfill various needs. These needs could include psychological needs (such as entertainment or escape), social needs (such as connecting with others or forming communities), or informational needs (such as learning new things or seeking advice).
1. Media as a Tool: In UGT, media is seen as a tool or resource that users interact with based on their needs. Media serves the user, not the other way around.
1. Diversified Needs: The theory also acknowledges that different people have different needs and motivations for using the same media. For example, one person may use social media for entertainment, while another may use it for networking or acquiring information.
2.3.2	Social Learning Theory
Social learning theory was propounded by Albert Bandura (1977). Social learning theory is the philosophy that people can learn from each other through observation, imitation and modeling. The concept was theorized by psychologist Albert Bandura and combined ideas behind behaviorist and cognitive learning approaches. Social learning theory endeavors to study socialization and how it affects human behavior.
Bandura was a psychologist who studied human behavior. He is most widely known for his Bobo Doll study. In these experiments, Bandura had children watch adults model positive and negative behaviors towards a toy balloon resembling a clown. In some cases, the adults were aggressive and violently beat the doll. After observing this footage, the children were given hammers and asked to interact with the doll. Most children who witnessed the aggressive behavior towards the doll also acted violently towards it, while most children who witnessed positive, non-aggressive behavior responded less aggressively. Bandura concluded that the children learned their social behaviors through observation.
This study acted as the basis for Bandura's theory. The social learning theory is still commonly used in social psychology today and relates with other behaviorist theories such as nature versus nurture, symbolic interaction, situated learning, reinforcement learning and social development.
2.4	Empirical Review	
Empirical studies on social media’s influence on Yoruba culture show mixed effects, with both positive and negative outcomes. Research by Akinwale and Olusola (2019) found that social media platforms have facilitated cultural preservation efforts. Through digital storytelling, Yoruba traditions, folklore, and festivals are documented and shared widely, helping to sustain cultural practices. For instance, the Òṣun-Òṣogbo festival is broadcast on social media, allowing even distant Yoruba people to engage with their heritage. This engagement contributes to a form of cultural preservation that adapts to digital spaces, making traditions accessible to younger generations who might otherwise be disconnected.
Conversely, several studies highlight the potential erosion of cultural values due to social media’s influence. According to Ajayi (2020), social media introduces alternative lifestyles that may conflict with traditional Yoruba values. 
Many youths who are active on social media are adopting Western lifestyles and preferences, sometimes at the expense of their cultural identity. This phenomenon, known as cultural assimilation, manifests in changes in fashion, language use, and social behaviors, where younger generations increasingly prefer Western-inspired dressing, hairstyles, and even English over indigenous languages. The study also observed that the immediate accessibility of foreign content on social media encourages behaviors that may lead to a gradual neglect of local customs and languages.
According by Alabi (2021) examined the influence of social media on the language patterns among Yoruba-speaking youths in Ilorin. It found a significant decrease in the use of Yoruba in online communication, as many young people prefer to converse in English or Pidgin English. This shift potentially endangers the Yoruba language, which is a crucial component of cultural identity. However, the study also found that some online communities specifically aim to preserve the Yoruba language by sharing proverbs, folktales, and linguistic content, indicating that social media can also support language preservation.
In a study specific to Ilorin East, Oyedele (2022) observed that social media’s influence varies depending on the user’s level of exposure and education. Those with higher exposure to Westernized content are more likely to adopt global cultural practices, while others use social media as a platform to promote Yoruba values. Oyedele’s study emphasizes the dual role of social media in both cultural erosion and preservation, suggesting that how social media is used ultimately determines its impact on cultural practices. Overall, the reviewed studies indicate that while social media poses challenges to Yoruba culture, it also presents opportunities for cultural promotion and preservation. Social media can either undermine traditional values by fostering global influences or serve as a tool for sustaining cultural heritage by creating awareness and engaging younger generations (Adebayo, 2019). The ongoing influence of social media on Yoruba culture remains complex, as it encompasses both the risk of cultural loss and the potential for cultural revitalization.


CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: bookmark45]METHODOLOGY
1. [bookmark: bookmark46][bookmark: _Hlk182747951]Introduction
This chapter described the methods used for data collection. They were research design, population of the study, sampling size and technique, description of research instrument, validity of data gathering instrument, methods of data collection and method of data analysis.
1. [bookmark: bookmark47]Research Design / Method
Kerlinger, F. (2017). Defined research design as the plan, structure and strategy of investigation concerned as to obtain answer to research question and control variance. Research design is a step by step approach that the research adopt to complete the study. 
In the light of this study, the research adopted the survey method of data collection. It is used to obtain the peoples opinion through questionnaire.
[bookmark: bookmark48][bookmark: _Hlk182748045]Research methodology refers to the approach by which data is extracted to be clearly understood. Wiersman (2016) states that the development of strategy for conducting research is the third step after identifying a problem and completion of the literature review. This chapter will therefore discuss the following: research design, target population, sampling size and sampling techniques, data analysis and presentation.
3.3	Population of the Study
The population of Ilorin East Local Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria, is estimated at around 204,310 residents. This area is predominantly Yoruba, with a diverse mix of cultural and social backgrounds, providing a representative base for studying the influence of social media on Yoruba culture and traditions (National Population Commission, 2022). 
This diversity allows for a nuanced understanding of cultural dynamics in a modern, connected context.
[bookmark: bookmark49]3.4	Sampling Technique
[bookmark: _Hlk182748308][bookmark: _Hlk182748296]For a study on the influence of social media on Yoruba culture and traditions among residents of Ilorin East, stratified random sampling is an ideal technique. This approach involves dividing the population into distinct subgroups, or “strata,” based on shared characteristics, ensuring that each subgroup is adequately represented (Etikan, Musa, &Alkassim, 2016)..
Further stratifying by gender ensures that the perspectives of both men and women are represented, as social media may impact gendered aspects of Yoruba culture differently (Bryman, 2016). Additionally, categorizing respondents by social media activity level—such as frequent, occasional, or non-users—enables a comparison of cultural influence across varying degrees of exposure.
This sampling technique minimizes selection bias and provides a comprehensive, nuanced view of social media’s cultural impact within Ilorin East. Stratified sampling thus enhances the validity of the study by capturing diverse demographic insights on Yoruba culture and tradition.
3.5	Sample Size
The sample size is a smaller set of the larger population (cooper and schinder 2006). Determining an appropriate sample size for a study on the influence of social media on Yoruba culture and traditions among Ilorin East residents involves balancing statistical accuracy with practical constraints. 100 respondents will be sampled for the study.
This sample can be divided based on the study’s stratification criteria—such as age, gender, and social media usage level—to ensure representation across demographic groups. This sample size strikes a balance between accuracy and feasibility, providing enough diversity to explore the influence of social media on Yoruba culture meaningfully without overwhelming the study's resources (Cochran, 1977). This sampling techniques will helped collecting data on the research question relevant of the study. The selection of the sample will be sufficient and representative enough of the entire population limiting the influence of outlines or extreme observation. The sample size will be sufficiently large enough to produce result among that are significantly different and it will broadens the range or possible data and form a better picture for analysis.
The sample size will be using Taro Yamane formulae.
n =      __N_____
            1+ N (e)2
Where;
N= population
e= sampling error
n= sample size
[bookmark: _Hlk182748441]3.5	Instrument of Data Collection
The instrument that will be used for this research work is the questionnaire. The research questionnaire, developed by the researcher consist of two sections A and B. section A will be designed to elicit personal information from the respondents such as sex, age, name of media organization, etc. Section B contain item focus on the different responses to be tested will be made known to the respondents. One hundred (100) copies of questionnaires will be distributed to analyze the data for the study.
[bookmark: _Hlk182748506]

3.6 	Validity of Data Gathering Instrument
	Validity is referred to as the degree to which empirical measure of several measure of a concept, accurately measure the concept (Orodho 2015). Validity is the degree to which results obtained from the analysis of data collected in a research questions actually represents what was intended. Content validity will be ensured by matching the research questions with items in the data collection instruments. This will be done by engaging the supervisors to verify if the content of items in the questionnaire with collected information on assessing the influence of social media on yoruba culture and traditions among Ilorin east residents.
3.7	Method Of Data Collection 
	A survey of data collection method will be employed to collect primary data. A survey is defined by Balnaus and Caputi (2021) as a method of collecting data from people about who they are, how they think (motivations and believes) and what they do (behaviour). The subject in the survey were questioned by means of a standardized procedure for the answers to be compared and analyzed statistically (corbetta, 2013).
Questionnaire is the most effective way of data collection tool for the survey of this study. Standardized and well-structured questionnaires will help to investigate a widely distributed population. The advantage of this approach is that the researcher can collect data from a controlled number of variables. The respondents will be expected to provide answers to the open ended questions. The questionnaire will be split into two sections, the initial section asked questions concerning the general responded information. The second section established the assessing the influence of social media on yoruba culture and traditions among Ilorin east residents.
CHAPTER FOUR
4.0	DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
4.1 	INTRODUCTION
	This chapter presents, analyzes and interpret the results on Assessing the Influence of social media on Yoruba culture and traditions using Ilorin East residents as a case study
4.2	DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
SECITON A
TABLE 4.1: GENDER
	Frequency 
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Male
	38
	38

	Female 
	62
	62

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The analysis shows that 38 respondents are male while 62 respondents are female representing 38% and 62% respectively. The table above indicates majority of them are Female.
TABLE 4.2: MARITAL STATUS
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Single
	48
	48

	Married
	38
	38

	Divorce
	14
	18

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025. 
	The above table shows that 48 respondents are single, 38 respondents are married, while 14 respondents are divorced representing 48%, 38% and 14% respectively. The table above indicates that majority of them are single.
TABLE 4.3: AGE
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Under 18
	21
	21

	18 – 25year
	19
	19

	26 – 35year
	34
	34

	36-45
	26
	26

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 21 respondents are in the age of 46year and above 19 respondents are in the age bracket of 18 – 25 years, 34 respondents are between 26 – 35years, 26 respondents are within the age of 36 -45 years respectively.
TABLE 4.4:  EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Olevel holder
	38
	38

	ND/NCE holder
	41
	41

	HND/B.sc holder
	21
	21

	TOTAL
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
	The table above shows that 38 respondents are o’level holder, 41 respondents are ND/NCE holder, 21 respondents are HND/BS.c holder, representing 38%, 41% and 21% respectively. The table above shows that majority they are hold ND/NCE.
TABLE 4.5:  OCCUPATION
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Employed
	10
	10

	Student 
	79
	79

	Unemployed
	11
	11

	Other
	0
	0

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
This table shows that Employed constitute 10 respondent representing 10%, student has 79 respondents representing 79%, Unemployed has 11 respondents representing 11%, while none of the respondents chose Other.
TABLE 4.6:  Level
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	ND I
	18
	18

	ND II
	20
	20

	HND I
	25
	25

	HND II
	37
	37

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey, 2025.
This table shows that Level which the respondents were in School, 18 respondents 18% were ND I students, 20 respondents were ND II, 25 respondents were HND I, while the remaining 37 respondents representing 37% were HND II students respectively.
TABLE 4.7: Are you a Yoruba Origin
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	75
	25

	No
	25
	48

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
	The table show that 75 respondents were a Yoruba origin while the remaining 25% of the respondents weren’t.
TABLE 4.8: How long have you lived in Ilorin?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Less than 1year
	25
	25

	1-5 years
	48
	48

	6-10 years
	13
	13

	Over 10 years
	14
	14

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025
	The table show that 25 respondents have been  living in Ilorin less than 1 year, 48 respondents are in the 1-5 years, 13 respondents are between 6-10 years, 14 respondents are more than 100 years experienced in journalism respectively.
Section B: Social media usage
TABLE 4.9: Which of the following social media platforms do you use?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENT
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Facebook
	21
	21

	Instagram
	17
	11

	Twitter (X) 
	6
	6

	Whatsapp
	27
	27

	Tiktok
	35
	35

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field survey 2025.
From the table above, the analysis shows that 21% of the respondents choose Facebook has their most use social media, 17% choose Instagram, 6% choose twitter, 27% choose Whatsapp Messenger, while the remaining 35% choose Tiktok.
TABLE 4.8: How often did you use social media?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Rarely
	25
	25

	Occasionally  
	15
	15

	Daily
	50
	50

	Several times a day
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 25% of respondents choose rarely on often they use social media, 15% said occasionally, 50% choose daily, while the remaining 10% said several times a day.


TABLE 4.11: What is your main reason for using social media?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Communication
	41
	41

	Entertainment 
	10
	10

	News/information
	13
	13

	Educational 
	30
	30

	Cultural content
	6
	6

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 59% of respondents support yes, 28% of respondents support no, while remaining 13 support not sure.
TABLE 4.12: Did you follow any social media pages that promotes Yoruba culture/ traditions?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	78
	78

	No
	22
	22

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The above table shows that 78 respondents said yes,  while the remaining 22 respondents said No respectively.
TABLE 4.13: Did you think social media promoted Yoruba culture and traditions?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	57
	57

	Agree 
	20
	20

	Neutral 
	14
	14

	Disagree 
	7
	7

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 57% of respondents choose strongly agree, 20% chose Agree, 14% choose Neutral, 7% choose Disagree while remaining 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.14: Does social media negatively affect traditional Yoruba practices?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Strongly agree
	20
	20

	Agree 
	56
	56

	Neutral 
	13
	13

	Disagree 
	9
	9

	Strongly disagree
	2
	2

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above show 20% of respondents choose strongly agree, 56% chose Agree, 13% choose Neutral, 9% choose Disagree while remaining 2% of respondents Strongly Disagree.
TABLE 4.15: Has you ever learned Yoruba culture or tradition through social media?
	Frequency
	NO OF RESPONDENTS
	PERCENTAGE (%)

	Yes
	69
	69

	No
	31
	31

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2025
	The table above shows that 76% of respondents agreed yes ,while the remaining 31% said No. This shows that majority of respondents agreed to yes.
4.3	Discussion of Findings
This study aimed to assess the influence of social media on Yoruba culture and tradition among Ilorin residents. From the data gathered, several key themes emerged which provided insight into the positive and negative impacts of social media on cultural practices, beliefs, language, values, and identity.
One of the key findings of the study is that social media serves as a modern vehicle for promoting and preserving Yoruba culture. Platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and TikTok have enabled the digital sharing of cultural content, such as Yoruba music, proverbs, folktales, traditional festivals, clothing styles, and even traditional marriage ceremonies. This dissemination of content has helped to stimulate cultural awareness, especially among the youth who are more active on social media platforms.
Respondents, particularly those in the younger demographic, acknowledged that they have learned more about their cultural heritage through engaging cultural content online than they might have in traditional educational settings. This suggests that social media has become a supplementary tool for informal cultural education, helping to bridge the gap between generations.
Despite its contributions to cultural awareness, social media has also contributed significantly to the erosion of traditional Yoruba values and practices. A major concern raised by respondents was the growing influence of Western values and lifestyles promoted through social media, which often clash with the communal, respectful, and family-centered values inherent in Yoruba tradition.
Many respondents observed that younger people are increasingly adopting individualistic behaviors, casual modes of dressing, and slangs that diminish the pride and reverence associated with Yoruba customs. The study also found evidence of cultural hybridization, where social media users, especially the youth, are blending elements of traditional Yoruba culture with global trends to create new forms of cultural expression. For instance, some influencers are incorporating Yoruba chants, fashion, or aesthetics into modern music, comedy, or fashion videos, creating a hybrid identity that resonates both locally and globally.
Social media has also influenced how certain traditional practices are perceived. Through online discourse, some practices such as Ifa divination, traditional healing, or specific rituals have been criticized, ridiculed, or labeled as "backward" by social media users. However, some respondents pointed out that digital platforms also allow for counter-narratives and education about these practices. Cultural custodians and enthusiasts have taken to social media to demystify and defend Yoruba traditions, thus initiating a form of digital cultural resistance and advocacy.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
The study examined how social media platforms influence Yoruba culture and tradition among residents of Ilorin. Based on responses collected from a cross-section of individuals across different age groups, educational backgrounds, and occupational sectors, the following key findings emerged:
1. Increased Exposure to Diverse Cultures:Social media has expanded access to global cultures, which has led to the blending of Yoruba cultural practices with foreign influences. Young people, especially, are adopting Western fashion styles, slangs, ideologies, and lifestyle trends, often at the expense of traditional Yoruba norms.
1. Decline in Use of Indigenous Language: The study revealed a significant reduction in the usage of the Yoruba language among social media users. Many youths prefer to communicate in English or Pidgin English online, and this trend is contributing to the gradual erosion of Yoruba linguistic heritage.
1. Changing Perception of Traditional Practices: Many respondents view traditional Yoruba festivals, rituals, and practices as outdated or irrelevant due to the negative portrayal of these customs on social media platforms. In contrast, Western holidays and celebrations are becoming more widely accepted and celebrated.
1. Social Media as a Tool for Cultural Revival: Despite the negative influences, the study found that social media also holds potential as a tool for promoting and preserving Yoruba culture. Some cultural advocates and influencers use platforms like Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, and Facebook to showcase Yoruba food, music, attire, proverbs, and folklore.
1. Generational Differences in Cultural Engagement: There is a noticeable generational gap in the appreciation and understanding of Yoruba traditions. Older residents are more rooted in traditional values, while the younger generation tends to show a preference for modern, often Westernized, lifestyles.
1. Educational Impact: Educated individuals are more likely to engage critically with social media content and differentiate between valuable cultural practices and superficial trends. They are also more likely to support cultural preservation through online content.
5.2	Conclusion
This study concludes that social media has a dual influence on Yoruba culture and tradition among Ilorin residents. On one hand, it has contributed to the dilution and neglect of certain cultural elements, especially among the youth. On the other hand, it provides an avenue for the rejuvenation and digital documentation of cultural heritage. The influence of social media is complex and multi-faceted; while it poses a threat to cultural sustainability, it also offers a platform for innovation in cultural expression and preservation.
It is evident that the unchecked consumption of foreign content on social media platforms is gradually redefining the cultural identity of the Yoruba people, particularly in urban areas like Ilorin. However, with proper guidance and conscious effort, social media can be transformed into a powerful medium for reinforcing cultural values, teaching the language, and promoting indigenous knowledge.


5.3	Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made to mitigate the negative impacts of social media on Yoruba culture and to harness its benefits:
1. Cultural Awareness Campaigns: Government agencies, NGOs, and cultural institutions should initiate campaigns on social media platforms to raise awareness about the importance of preserving Yoruba culture, values, and language.
1. Incorporating Yoruba Culture into Digital Content: Content creators and influencers of Yoruba descent should be encouraged to produce engaging, culturally-rich content such as folk stories, traditional music, fashion showcases, and tutorials on Yoruba language.
1. Promotion of Yoruba Language Online: Efforts should be made to increase the use of Yoruba in online conversations, blogs, vlogs, and educational content. Schools and media houses should also support bilingual communication practices.
1. Cultural Education in Schools: The education curriculum should be strengthened to include practical teachings on Yoruba customs, history, and language. Students should be motivated to take pride in their heritage and use social media responsibly in this regard.
1. Support for Cultural Entrepreneurs: Indigenous fashion designers, musicians, dramatists, and storytellers who promote Yoruba culture online should be supported through funding, training, and exposure to wider audiences.
1. Parental and Community Engagement: Parents and community leaders should actively engage the younger generation in cultural activities and encourage the responsible use of social media that aligns with cultural values.
1. Creation of Cultural Digital Archives: A coordinated effort should be made to document and digitize Yoruba traditions, stories, and practices. These can be shared on YouTube, podcasts, and social media pages dedicated to Yoruba heritage.
1. Policy Implementation: Policymakers should consider developing frameworks that support the integration of cultural preservation into the digital economy, including incentives for tech companies that promote indigenous content
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APPENDIX

Department of Mass Communication 
Institution of Information 
and Communication Technology
Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin 
Dear Sir/Ma,

RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRE
This questionnaire is designed to gather information about ASSESSING THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON YORUBA CULTURE AND TRADITION.
This questionnaire is part of a study aimed at understanding how social media is influencing Yoruba culture and tradition among Ilorin residents. Your responses will be kept confidential and used for research purposes only. Thank you for your participation.
Your participation is voluntary, and all responses will be kept confidential. 
Thanks.



Section A: Demographic Information
1. Gender: Male ( ) Female ( ) 
1. Age: Under 18 ( ) 18–25 ( ), 26–35 (  ) 36–45 (  ) 46 and above
1. Marital Status: Single ( ) Married ( ) Divorced ( ) Widowed ( ) 
1. Educational Level: Olevel Holder ( ) ND/NCE Holder ( ) HND/B/Sc ( ) 
1. Occupation:  Student ( ) Employed ( ) Unemployed ( ) Other ( )
1. Are you of Yoruba origin? Yes (  ) No (  )
1. How long have you lived in Ilorin? Less than 1 year ( ) 1–5 years ( ) 6–10 years ( )Over 10 years ( )
Section B: Social Media Usage
1. Which of the following social media platforms do you use? Facebook ( ) Instagram ( ) Twitter ‘X’ ( ) WhatsApp ( ) TikTok ( ) YouTube (  ) 
1. How often do you use social media? Rarely ( ) Occasionally ( ) Daily ( ) Several times a day
1. What is your main reason for using social media? Communication ( ) Entertainment ( ) News/Information ( ) Education ( ) Cultural content ( )
Others ( )
Section C: Influence of Social Media on Yoruba Culture and Tradition
1. Do you follow any social media pages that promote Yoruba culture/tradition? Yes ( )  No ( )
Do you think social media promotes Yoruba culture and values?
Strongly agree ( ) Agree ( ) Neutral ( ) Disagree ( ) Strongly disagree ( )
1. In your opinion, does social media negatively affect traditional Yoruba practices? Strongly agree ( ) Agree ( ) Neutral ( ) Disagree ( ) Strongly disagree ( )
1. Have you ever learned about Yoruba culture or traditions through social media? Yes ( )  No ( ) 
1. Which aspects of Yoruba culture have you seen most frequently on social media? Language ‘Yoruba language use’ ( ) Traditional fashion and dress () Music and dance ( ) Festivals and ceremonies ( ) Proverbs and folklore ( ) .
☐ Traditional religion/spirituality ( )
1. Do you think younger generations in Ilorin are more influenced by social media than traditional sources in learning about Yoruba culture? Yes ( )  No ( ) Not sure 


