CHAPTER ONE
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Police brutality or excessive use of force by law enforcement can be legally defined as a civil rights violation, where law enforcement officers exercise due force against a subject. Use of torture as interrogative technique and other wanton abuses of human rights remain some of the major flaws of the Nigeria Police Force which has attracted public odium, opprobrium, and condemnation to the Force (Gerrity, 2017). Torture, described as one of the most extreme forms of violence, resulting to both psychological and physical consequences is sometimes considered as an indispensable interrogation mechanism for gathering strategic intelligence (Constanzo and Gerrity, 2019). Worried by the incessant reports of human rights abuse of the members of the Police Force, the Former Inspector- General of Police, Ibrahim Iris, once warned the SpecialAnti-Robbery Squad operatives
against torture and extrajudicial killings, saying "no policeman in the world had the right or authority to kill crime suspects" (The Punch New, 2019).
People who intend to demonstrate their annoyance against nefarious activities within the national administrative system accomplish their aims by mobilizing people that support their intentions. Such lofty aims cannot be achieved without getting the support of the generality of the people. However, the target allies require persuasive and compelling information in order to join the train. Useful at this juncture are social media, being a potent tool of social gathering against unwanted systems in an age of ICT. Social media are the buzz. of the moment. People make intensive use of social media platforms for news and information these days (Adepetun, 2020).
The advent of social media platforms has transformed the landscape of information dissemination. enabling citizens to become active contributors to the news cycle. With the widespread use of platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, incidents of police
brutality that may have otherwise gone unnoticed or unreported have gained unprecedented visibility. This increased visibility has been a catalyst for public outrage, sparking movements and calls for accountability.
One significant aspect of this dynamic is the instantaneous nature of information
sharing on social media platforms. Events unfold in real-time, allowing users to document and share incidents of police brutality as they occur. This immediacy contributes to the rapid spread of information and mobilization of public opinion. The power of citizen journalism, facilitated by smartphones and social media, has become a force for transparency and accountability, challenging traditional power structures.
Tufekci (2017) argue that social media platforms act as "networked publics," where individuals engage in collective action, share information, and amplify their voices. In the context of police brutality in Nigeria, this networked public has played a crucial role in
organizing protests, disseminating evidence, and demanding justice. The #EndSARS
movement, for instance, gained momentum through the mobilization of citizens on social
media, shedding light on the pervasive issue of police brutality and calling for systemic
reforms. Moreover, scholars such as Chadwick (2013) highlight the concept of "hybrid media
systems." wherein traditional and social media intersect to shape public opinion. In the
Nigerian context, traditional media outlets often pick up stories first reported on social
media, amplifying their reach and impact. This synergy between traditional and social media contributes to a broader dissemination of information and an increased awareness of
police brutality.
However, the role of social media in shaping perceptions of police brutality is not
without its challenges. The spread of misinformation, manipulation of narratives, and potential for online echo chambers are critical considerations. Scholars like Sunstein (2017) emphasize the risks of polarization and the reinforcement of existing beliefs through
algorithmic curation, which can shape how individuals perceive incidents of police
brutality.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The phenomenon of police brutality in Nigeria has been a recurring issue that demands
thorough investigation and understanding. Instances of excessive use of force, abuse of
power, and violations of human rights by law enforcement agencies have raised serious
concerns among the public. The advent of social media has brought these incidents to the forefront. amplifying their visibility and impact. However, amidst the increased awareness, there remains a need to comprehensively analyze the implications, root causes, and systemic factors contributing to police brutality in the Nigerian context.
Protest against unruly activities in governance is not new in global history. The 2020
#EndSARS protest in Nigeria was a clear testimony to how people mobilize to fight against nefarious practices within the national administrative system. The use of the social media as instruments of social mobilization was recorded across the length and breadth of Nigeria as people, especially youths, mobilize against police brutality and financial extortion.
1.3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The aim of this research is to explore the role of social media in raising awareness and
shaping perceptions and responses to police brutality in Nigeria. The objectives are
*   To examine the rationales for using social media in creating awareness on police brutality.
*   To evaluate the root causes of police brutality in Nigeria
*   To analyse the challenges associated with using social media to address police
          brutality.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The research will tend to provide answer to the questions below;
*   How does social media contribute to public awareness against police brutality?
*   What are the primary factors contributing to police brutality in Nigeria?
*   What chailenges exist in using social media to address police brutality?

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
'The significance of this study reverberates across diverse sectors, playing a pivotal
role in unraveling the complexities of police brutality in Nigeria. For the government and
law enforcement agencies, the research offers profound insights into the systemic issues that underlie instances of police brutality. By identifying these root causes, the study
becomes a crucial resource for policymakers, urging them to institute targeted reforms and
establish robust accountability mechanisms within law enforcement agencies. Human
rights organizations stand to benefit significantly from the findings of this study. The study becomes a cornerstone for social activists and advocacy groups, empowering them with the knowledge needed to drive impactful public awareness campaigns and advocate for transformative police reform.
In the realm of media, the research contributes to a nuanced narrative surrounding
police brutality. providing journalists with a solid foundation for reporting on issues related
to law enforcement and social justice. Academic communities find value in the study as it expands the scholarly understanding of the intersection between social media and police brutality, creating a substantive basis for further research and exploration. Importantly, the general public gains heightened awareness through this study, fostering informed civic engagement. By uncovering the root causes of police brutality, the research encourages dialogue and public discourse on societal issues related to law enforcement and human rights.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY The scope of this study is limited to the geographical context of Kwara State,
Nigeria. The research will concentrate specifically on the dynamics of social media usage in relation to the campaign against polide brutality within the boundaries of Kwara State. The exploration will encompass the unique socio-cultural, political, and demographic aspects of the state, offering insights tailored to the local nuances that influence the effectiveness of social media in the campaign against police brutality.

1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS
*   Social media:- refers to digital platforms and online technologies that facilitate the creation. sharing, and exchange of information, ideas, and multimedia content among users in a virtual community.
*   Police brutality:- is the excessive and unjust use of force by law enforcement officers, often resulting in physical harm, abuse, or violations of the rights of individuals.
*   Advocacy:- involves actions and efforts aimed at influencing public opinion, policies, and decisions to bring about positive change, particularly in the context of social justice and human rights.
*   Online activism, or cyber activism, refers to the use of digital platforms, particularly social media, to promote and advocate for social, political, and environmental causes.
*  Human rights encompass the basic rights and freedoms inherent to all individuals, including the right to life, liberty, security, and protection from discrimination, which are relevant in the context of police conduct.
*   Community engagement involves the active participation, involvement, and collaboration of community members in initiatives and discussions related to social issues. including police brutality.

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0 INTRODUCTION 
The advent of social media has transformed the landscape of information dissemination,
enabling citizens to share and access news in real-time. Studies by Akinfe and Akande (2018) emphasize the role of social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram in amplifying incidents of police brutality. Through user-generated content, citizens can document and share instances of misconduct, bringing visibility to cases that might otherwise go unnoticed.
The hashtag activism phenomenon, exemplified by movements like #EndSARS, has
gained prominence as a tool for mobilizing public awareness and activism. Olorunnisola (2019) notes that hashtags serve as digital rallying points, allowing users to aggregate content related to police brutality, fostering a sense of community and shared purpose. One distinctive feature of social media is its ability to facilitate the rapid dissemination of information. Incidents of police brutality can quickly become viral, reaching a vast audience within minutes. This virality has both positive and negative implications. On one hand, it exposes the extent of the issue to a global audience, garnering international support and solidarity. On the other hand, the rapid
spread of graphic content can contribute to desensitization and emotional fatigue among users (Amnesty International, 2020).
The intersection of social media and public perceptions of police brutality is a dynamic
and multifaceted phenomenon. Research by Olufemi (2017) suggests that social media
platforms serve as public opinion forums, allowing individuals to express their views and
engage in conversations about police conduct. Public discourse on social media provides a
valuable lens through which researchers can gauge prevailing sentiments, identify patterns of thought, and explore the diversity of perspectives on police brutality. However, the echo-chamber effect within social media communities should not be overlooked. Users often interact with content that aligns with their existing beliefs, potentially reinforcing preconceived notions and polarizing perspectives. Studies by Alemoru and Adeniyi (2018) stress the importance of recognizing the role of social media in shaping both collective and individual perceptions, as well as the potential for echo chambers to exacerbate existing divisions.
Beyond raising awareness and shaping perceptions, social media has proven to be a powerful tool for activism and mobilization. The #EndSARS movement, which gained
momentum on social media platforms, illustrates how online activism can transition into offline protests and advocacy. Social media serves as a platform for organizing events, disseminating information about protests, and galvanizing support from a wide audience (Alli, 2020).
The power of social media in mobilizing collective action has prompted scholars to
explore the concept of "digital activism." Tufecki (2017) argues that social media enables swift coordination and mobilization, challenging traditional power structures and amplifying thevoices of marginalized communities. The role of online activism in the context of policebrutality in Nigeria underscores the transformative potential of social media in driving social and political change. While social media activism has undoubtedly played a pivotal role in highlighting issues of police brutality, it is not without its challenges and limitations. The
potential for misinformation and the spread of unverified content poses a risk to the credibility of online activism. Studies by Ndubuisi (2018) emphasize the need for users to critically evaluate information shared on social media platforms to ensure that the narrative remains grounded in truth. 
Furthermore, the digital divide, where access to social media is not uniform across all
segments of society. introduces an element of inequity in the reach and impact of online activism. Researchers such as Omoera (2019) contend that relying solely on social media
platforms may exclude the voices of marginalized communities with limited digital access. The relationship between social media and police-community relations in the context of brutality is a critical aspect of this discourse. Social media can serve as a bridge for communication between law enforcement agencies and the public. Agencies can utilize these platforms to disseminate information, address concerns, and demonstrate transparency (Sunshine, 2016).
However, the literature also points to the potential for social media to exacerbate tensions between the police and the public. The instant dissemination of incidents can contribute to a perception of a systemic problem within law enforcement, eroding public trust. Scholars like Onyishi and Fubara (2019) stress the importance of law enforcement agencies adapting to the digital age, engaging with communities online, and addressing concerns raised on social media platforms.

2.1 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW
2.1.1 CONCEPT OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is the collective of online communications channels dedicated to
community- based input, interaction, content-sharing and collaboration. Websites and
applications dedicated to forums, micro blogging, social networking, social bookmarking, social curation. and wikis are among the different types of social media.
Social media can be defined as a collection of internet-based applications that expand
the ideological and technological foundations of Web 2.0 and that permit the creation and exchange of user-generated content (Kaplan & Haenlein, 2014). Social networking sites are the interface between people and social media, and for many the "Internet" is synonymous with social networking sites. One of the most interesting characteristic of social media is-represented by the term "user-generated content", which refers to different forms of media content, publicly available and created by end users (Kaplan & Haenlein, 2010). Therefore,people use social media not only to consume online information, but also to produce unique content themsclves (Gil de Zuniga, Molyneux, & Zheng, 2015), transforming from content "consumers" to content "producers".
Facebook is a social networking site founded in 2004, by Marck Zuckerberg, with the
purpose of being used by Harvard students. Rapidly, it gained worldwide popularity, and today Facebook represents the most used social networking site, with over 1 billion users worldwide.
Twitter is a micro blogging platform that enables users to read and send short text-messages, keeping its service simple, by limiting the length of the updates to 140 characters. Compared to the more private environment provided by Facebook, most messages on Twitter are public and searchable. as the main feature of Twitter is the hashtag, which allows content organization by categorizing information (Kaplan & Haenlein, 2017).
2.1.2 ADVANTAGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Sharing of ideas: Social networking sites allow users to share ideas, activities, events and interests within their individual networks. Web based social networking services make it possible to connect people who share interests and activities across political, economic and geographic borders.
Tool of communication : Social networks are increasingly being used by teachers and learners as a communication tool. Teachers create chat rooms, forums and groups to extend classroom discussion to posting assignments, tests and quizzes, to assisting with homework outside of the classroom setting. Learners can also form groups over the social networking sites and engage in discussion over a variety of topics.
Bridges communication gap: Social media bridges the distance among different people. It
offers platforms for online users to find others who share the same interests and build virtual
communities based on those shared interests. With the availability of social media technologies and services, content sharing and user interaction lias become relatively easy and efficient.
Source of information: Content generating and sharing sites serve as sources of information for various topics. Users can search for content, download and use the content available on these sites free of cost.
Important marketing tool: Social media is widely used by most of the firms/organizations to market their products/services in the society. The companies resort to social networking sites to generate opinions on the existing and future products that are available in the market. This is an excellent marketing strategy undertaken by most of the companies to draw consumers and elicit public opinion. Such comments or opinions help the organization to redesign their products. Such social networking and user appraisal sites are an important way of promoting products and gencrating opinions.
Important customer interaction tool: Social Media Networking is perfect for customer interaction, customer feedback, and customer support. New búsiness contacts can be obtained for networking purposes.
Low Costs/ Cost effective: It is cheaper to use online social networking for both personal and
business use because most of it is usually free. Unlike in other forms of media like electronic
or print, one has to pay a certain amount of money for a news item to get published. A person can scout out potential customers and target markets with just a few clicks and keystrokes.
Less time consuming: Social media is an effective time management medium of communication both for business as well as for academic purposes. One can post a message or browse for any information at the click of a button. This is an added advantage in comparison to print and other electronic media like television and radio, Though one can get the updates in television, yet social media channels provide impromptu information and connection with the people that matters most. However, in spite of being an important tool of communication, social media has its own set of disadvantages which are given below -
Intrusion into privacy: Social Networking are part of everyday life and for many of us a
primary way in which we keep in touch with friends and family. Privacy is a huge problem in
such networks. This becomes a serious issue when the users are targeted on the basis of their location, age etc. leading to kidnapping and murder. Very often it has been seen that most of the people who have opened accounts in social networking sites does not reveal their true identity leading to fake personal information and misleading people. The younger lot are at a serious danger of being misleaded by such people. Problems of harassment, cyber stalking and online scams can frequently be seen in day-to-day affairs.
2.1.3 FEATURES OF POLICE BRUTALITY
Use of Excessive Force
Police brutality is often characterized by the use of excessive force, where law enforcement
officers employ physical or verbal aggression beyond what is necessary to control a situation.
Scholars like Chaney and Robertson (2013) emphasize that the disproportionate use of force can result in severe injuries or even fatalities, highlighting a critical aspect of police brutality.
Excessive force can manifest in various forms, incliding the use of batons, firearms, tasers, or
other less-lethal weapons. The escalation to lethal force, when not justified, raises ethical and human rights concerns. This feature of police brutality underscores the importance of proper training and guidelines to prevent unwarranted violence in law enforcement interactions.
Racial and Ethnic Bias
A prevalent feature of police brutality is the manifestation of racial and ethnic bias in law
enforcement practices. Numerous studies, such as the work of Lopez and Vaughn (2011), reveal disparities in the treatment of individuals based on their race or ethnicity. This bias can lead to discriminatory practices, racial profiling, and the use of force disproportionately against marginalized communities. Racial and ethnic bias not only erodes public trust in law enforcement but also perpetuates systemic issues within policing. Addressing this feature of police brutality requires comprehensive reforms, including cultural sensitivity training diversity initiatives, and accountability measures to eliminate discriminatory practices.
Unjustified Shootings
Unjustified shootings, particularly of unarmed individuals, represent a significant feature of police brutality. Scholars like Edwards and Harris (2018) highlight cases where law enforcement officers resort to lethal force without reasonable justification, posing a severe threat to public safety. The use of firearms in situations where there is no imminent danger raises questions about officer training, decision-making processes, and adherence to use-of-force policies. Unjustified shootings often lead to tragic consequences, sparking public outrage
and demands for accountability. Comprehensive reviews of use-of-force policies, de-escalation training, and enhanced oversight mechanisms are essential to address this feature of police brutality and prevent the unnecessary loss of lives.
Unlawful Arrests and Detentions
Police brutality frequently involves unlawful arrests and detentions, where individuals are apprehended without proper legal justification. The work of Bowling (2019) underscores how
arbitrary arrests and prolonged detentions violate individuals rights and contribute to a culture of abuse within law enforcement. This feature of police brutality highlights the importance of upholding due process and respecting individuals constitutional rights. Efforts to combat unlawful arrests and detentions require enhanced legal training for officers, improved oversight mechanisms, and legal reforms to hold those responsible for abuses accountable.
Intimidation and Harassment
Intimidation and harassment are pervasive features of police brutality, creating an environment of fear within communities. Authors like Delehanty et al. (2019) discuss how intimidation tactics, including verbal threats, harassment, and abuse of power, can erode trust and cooperation between law enforcement and the public. Curbing this feature requires a focus on community-oriented policing, where officers build positive relationships with the communities
they serve. Training programs should emphasize the importance of respectful and non-confrontational communication to prevent the escalation of interactions into instances of intimidation and harassment.
2.1.4 SOCIAL MEDIA AND SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
The term "social media" refers to Internet-based applications that enable people to
communicate and share resources and information. Some examples of social media include blogs, discussion forums, chat rooms, wikis, YouTube Channels, LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter. Social media can be accessed by computer, smart and cellular phones, the use of social media is an evolving phenomenon. During the past decade, rapid changes in
communication as a result of new technologies have enabled people to interact and share information through media that were non-existent or widely unavailable as recently as 24 years ago (Edwards and Harris, 2018).
Social media have been used to disseminate a wide range of public safety information
before, during, and after various incidents. Prior to an incident (or in the absence of an
incident), many emergency management organizations provide citizens with preparedness and readiness information through social media. Social media are also used for community outreach and customer service purposes by soliciting feedback on public safety-related topics [Bowling. 2019]. Social media also play an informational role during emergency situations. For instance, in 2009 the U.S. Army used its Twitter account to provide news and updates during the Fort Hood shootings; the American Red Cross similarly uses Facebook to issue alerts of potential disasters. However, the main source of information disseminated and sought after is generally posted by citizens, rather than emergency management agencies or organizations. For example, warning messages via the Internet during the Virginia Tech shooting in April 2007 came primarily from students and unofficial sources, and during the 2007 Southern California Wildfires. citizens sought information through social media because they felt media sources were too general or inaccurate [Kaplan & Haenlein, 2017].
In recent years. social media has emerged as a popular medium for providing new sources of information and rapid communications, particularly during natural disasters. Twitter is
one such service that allows users to broadcast short textual messages, or tweets, of up to 140 characters to an audience of followers using Web- or mobile- based platforms. An important characteristic of Twitter is its real-time nature Users frequently post what they are doing and thinking about and repeatedly return to the site to see what other people are doing. This generates numerous user updates from which we can find useful information related to real-
world events including natural disasters such as earthquakes, bushfires, and cyclones. This growing use of social media during crises offers new information sources from which the
right authorities can enhance emergency situation awareness. Survivors in the impacted
areas can report on the-ground information about what they are seeing, hearing, and
experiencing during natural disasters. People from surrounding areas can provide nearly
real-time observations about disaster scenes, such as aerial images and photos. This is
particularly useful during severe emergency situations, in which people within blackout areas would experience limited communication ability. By leveraging the public's
collective intelligence, emergency authorities could better understand "the big picture"
during critical situations, and thus make the best, most informed decisions possible for deploying aid, rescue, and recovery operations. [ Kaplan & Haenlein, 2017]
2.1.5 CAUSES OF POLICE BRUTALITY IN NIGERIA
Police brutality in Nigeria is a complex issue influenced by a multitude of factors rooted in
historical, systemic, and socio-economic contexts. The causes of police brutality are interconnected and often manifest in a range of human rights abuses, including extrajudicial
killings, torture. and arbitrary arrests.
Lack of Police Reform A chronic lack of comprehensive reform within the Nigerian Police Force perpetuates conditions conducive to police brutality. Despite persistent calls for reform, progress has been slow, leading to outdated equipment, inadequate training, and insufficient funding. The Alemika and Chukwuma (2010) study underscores that these deficiencies render law enforcement agencies ineffective, fostering an environment where officers may resort to abusive practices due to a lack of resources and support. The absence of transparent and accountable systems exacerbates the problem, as officers often operate without fear of repercussions for their misconduct.
Corruption and Bribery
Corruption within the Nigerian Police Force remains a pervasive issue, contributing
significantly to instances of brutality. Officers, facing low salaries and poor working
conditions. may turn to bribery and extortion to supplement their income. Odeyemi (2018)
emphasizes that this culture of corruption creates a cycle wherein officers engage in abusive practices, exploiting the public for financial gain. The interconnected nature of corruption and brutality highlights the need for systemic changes in law enforcement, addressing not only the symptoms but also the root causes that perpetuate these behaviors.
Lack of Accountability
A fundamental cause of police brutality in Nigeria is the lack of accountability mechanisms within law enforcement agencies. Amnesty International's (2015) research reveals a pattern of failure to investigate and prosecute officers involved in human rights abuses. The absence of consequences for misconduct creates a culture of impunity, where officers believe they can act without fear of reprisal. This lack of accountability not only undermines public trust but also
perpetuates a cycle of abuse as officers face minimal consequences for their actions.
Societal Factors
Broad societal factors contribute to the environment in which police brutality thrives in Nigeria. Poverty, unemployment, and a lack of social services create a landscape where individuals are more vulnerable to police harassment and abuse. Okani (2019) suggests that frustration arising from socio-economic challenges can lead to heightened aggression among law enforcement officers, who may view citizens as adversaries rather than individuals deserving protection.
Addressing police brutality requires recognizing and mitigating these societal factors, as they contribute to the tension between law enforcement and the communities they are meant to serve.
Lack of Training and Professionalism
Inadequate training and a lack of professionalism are significant contributors to police brutality in Nigeria. Human Rights Watch's (2010) findings highlight that officers often lack essential training on human rights standards and proper arrest procedures. This deficit in training can lead to the use of excessive force and other abusive practices. To address this cause effectively,
comprehensive reforms should prioritize ongoing training, emphasizing respect for human rights and professional conduct within the Nigerian Police Force.
Militarization of the Police
The militarization of the Nigerian Police Force introduces a confrontational approach to
policing, contributing to instances of brutality. Ogaga's (2019) research argues that adopting
military tactics and involving military personnel in law enforcement operations can lead to a
disregard for civilian rights and an escalation of violence. Examining the impact of
militarization on police behavior is crucial for understanding how law enforcement dynamics contribute to the prevalence of brutality in Nigeria.
2.1.6 IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON POLICE BRUTALITY IN NIGERIA
Amplification of Incidents Social media serves as a powerful platform for the amplification of incidents of police brutality in Nigeria. The instantaneous nature of platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram allows citizens to document and share real-time occurrences of abuse. This amplification effect has
been noted by scholars such as Adediji et al. (2018), who argue that social media functions as a democratizing force, giving a voice to those who may otherwise go unheard. By rapidly disseminating information, social media brings attention to cases of police brutality, both within Nigeria and on the global stage. Moreover, the viral nature of these incidents can lead to widespread public awareness, triggering discussions and debates. This increased visibility often places pressure on authorities to address the issues raised, as the scrutiny from a global audience demands accountability. In this way, soeial media becomes a catalyst for shedding
light on instances of police brutality that might otherwise remain hidden or overlooked.
Mobilization for Activism One of the significant impacts of social media on police brutality in Nigeria is its role in mobilizing citizens for activism. Movements like #EndSARS gained momentum and coordinated protests through online platforms. Alemika (2020) observes that social media acts as an organizing tool, allowing activists to disseminate information about protests, share updates, and galvanize support. The ease with which information spreads on social media facilitates the rapid mobilization of individuals who are passionate about addressing police brutality. Social media's role in activism extends beyond physical protests, as it provides a
space for the exchange of ideas, strategies, and calls to action. Online activism, often referred to as "hashtag activism," allows individuals to participate in the movement from various locations, fostering a sense of solidarity among like-minded citizens. The importance of social media in mobilizing activism against police brutality cannot be overstated, as it enables the coordination of efforts on a scale that was previously challenging to achieve.
Documentation for Accountability
Social media serves as a crucial tool for documenting incidents of police brutality, contributing to increased accountability. The prevalence of smartphones equipped with cameras allows citizens to capture videos and images of encounters with law enforcement. Oftentimes, these visual records become instrumental in holding both individual officers and law enforcement agencies accountable. Research by Osabuohien et al. (2019) highlights the significance of citizen journalism in documenting police misconduct through social media. The visual evidence shared on platforms creates a level of transparency that can counteract official narratives and provide an unfiltered view of events. This documentation not only aids in the pursuit of justice for victims but also exposes systemic issues within law enforcement that may require systemic reforms.
Shaping Public Opinion
Social media significantly influences public opinion by shaping narratives and influencing
perceptions of police brutality in Nigeria. Researchers such as lorfa et al. (2018) emphasize that the democratization of information through social media platforms allows for a diversity of voices and perspectives. Citizens can engage in discussions, share personal experiences, and
contribute to a nuanced understanding of the complexities surrounding police misconduct.
However. the shaping of public opinion through social media is not without challenges. The
echo-chamber effect, where users are exposed to content that aligns with their existing beliefs, can contribute to polarization and the formation of biased opinions. Nonetheless, the open discourse facilitated by social media remains a vital aspect of public engagement on issues of police brutality. fostering awareness and informed discussions.
Agbiboa (2018) emphasize that transparency fosters a sense of accountability, reducing suspicions of cover-ups and misconduct. Through social media, agencies can provide updates on internal investigations, share data on police activities, and engage in open conversations with the public. This transparent approach contributes to rebuilding trust and bridging the gap between law enforcement and the community.

2.2 THEORETICAL REVIEW
Social Learning Theory
Social Learning Theory, proposed by Albert Bandura in the 1960s, posits that individuals learn behavior by observing others and imitating the actions they witness (Bandura, 1977). In the
context of police brutality and the impact of social media, this theory offers valuable insights into how individuals, including law enforcement officers, may be influenced by the behaviors they see online. Bandura (1977) argues that social learning involves four key components: attention. retention, reproduction, and motivation. In the case of social media's influence on police behavior. this theory is applicable in understanding how attention is drawn to videos,
posts, and discussions related to police actions. The retention of these incidents occurs as individuals remember and internalize what they have seen. Reproduction comes into play when individuals. including police officers, mimic the behaviors they have witnessed. Motivation, according to Bandura, is influenced by reinforcement and punishment - individuals are motivated to replicate behaviors based on the perceived consequences.
'The ubiquity of smartphones and social media platforms provides a constant stream of videos depicting police interactions. When instances of police brutality go viral, they capture widespread attention, creating a collective consciousness around specific behaviors (Bandura,1977). The retention of these incidents is facilitated by the digital nature of social media videos and posts can be revisited, shared, and discussed extensively. The reproduction of observed behaviors is a critical aspect of Social Learning Theory. For law enforcement officers, exposure to videos portraying the use of excessive force, discriminatory practices, or other forms of misconduct can potentially influence their own actions. The motivation to replicate such bchaviors may be influenced by factors such as perceived impunity, a lack of consequences for similar actions, or even a misguided belief that certain behaviors are acceptable within their professional context.
An illustrative example of Social Learning Theory in action is the spread of certain tactics or behaviors among law enforcement agencies. If a video depicting a particular approach to handling a situation gains popularity online, other officers might be motivated to reproduce those actions in similar circumstances. This dynamic creates a cycle where behaviors observed on social media become normalized within law enforcement culture.
Moreover, the theory acknowledges the role of reinforcement and punishment in shaping behavior. Instances where officers are seemingly rewarded or face minimal consequences for engaging in aggressive or abusive behavior may motivate others to replicate those actions.
Conversely. when instances of misconduct lead to negative consequences, the theory predicts a potential decrease in the likelihood of similar behaviors being replicated. In the digital age, the social learning process is accelerated and amplified through the rapid dissemination of information on social media platforms. It is essential to recognize the potential impact of Social Learning Theory on law enforcement behavior and to consider strategies for mitigating negative influences. This may involve targeted training programs, increased accountability measures, and fostering a positive organizational culture that discourages the replication of harmful behaviors observed on social media.

2.3REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
Examining the role of' social media in the spread of police brutality, Smith and Davis (2018) investigated the mechanisms through which information is shared and amplified online. Their work illuminated the viral nature of content related to police misconduct, emphasizing the role of social networks in disseminating information. The study underscored the significance of understanding the online dynamics that contribute to the amplification of specific incidents, shedding light on the interconnected nature of social media platforms.
In a different vein, Williams (2019) conducted a comprehensive analysis of public reactions to instances of police brutality on social media. The study explored how emotions expressed
through online platforms contribute to the mobilization of public sentiment and activism. By examining the comments, shares, and discussions surrounding such incidents, Williams provided nuanced insights into the emotional dimensions that fuel conversations about police misconduct on social media. Turning to the legal implications, Brown and Martinez (2020) focused on the role of social media in documenting and archiving evidence of police brutality for legal purposes. The study examined how user-generated content on platforms like Instagram and Tivitter serves as a crucial resource for Jegal investigations and advocacy. Brown and Martinez emphasized the transformative potential of social media in democratizing access
to evidence and challenging traditional power structures within the legal system
A substantial body of research has delved into the intricate relationship between police brutality and social media. providing nuanced perspectives on the dynamics of this complex intersection.
Jones (2016) conducted a seminal study exploring the impact of viral videos depicting police misconduct on social media. Emphasizing how these visual narratives contribute to public perceptions, Jones highlighted the potential of social media as a powerful tool for accountability.
The study revealed that the rapid dissemination of such videos can lead to
increased awarchess and scrutiny of police actions, thereby fostering a climate of transparency.
Focusing on community perspectives, Garcia and Nguyen (2019) investigated the role of social media in amplifying marginalized voices in discussions about police brutality. Their study explored how online platforms provide a space for communities disproportionately affected by police misconduct to share their experiences and perspectives. Garcia and Nguyen's work underscored the potential of social media in democratizing discourse and giving a platform to those traditionally marginalized in mainstream narratives.
In a technological lens, Chen and Kim (2021) delved into the implications of emerging
technologies. such as livestreaming and augmented reality, on the documentation and
dissemination of police brutality. The study explored how these technological advancements influence the immediacy and visual impact of content related to police misconduct on social
media. Chen and Kim's research highlighted the evolving landscape of social media activism and its intersection with cutting-edge technologies.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 INTRODUCTION
Research methodology refers to the process of conducting research, including the techniques, procedures, and tools used to collect and analyze data (Saunders et al., 2019). A research methodology outlines the steps and procedures that will be used to achieve the research objectives and answer research questions. The research instruments that will be used in this study are sell-designed questionnaires, personal interviews and observations. Other things examined include research design, population, sample frame and size as well as sampling techniques for data collection and methods of gathering data.
3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN
Research design refers to the overall plan or blueprint of a research study that guides the collection and analysis of data (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). A well-designed research study is crucial to ensure that the research questions are answered accurately and that the results are reliable and valid. The study will utilized survey research design which is a research method that involves collecting data from a sample of individuals through the use of standardized questionnaires or surveys. The goal of survey research is to gather information about a population by collecting data from a representative sample. Survey research design, scientifically samples and interviews people to analyze and report what they said. Ohaja (2003) avers that survey is usually employed in studies of attitudinal and behavioral trends with the researcher seeking to uncover their demographic psychological underpinnings.
3.2 POPULATION OF THE STUDY
The population of the study refers to the entire group of individuals or objects that meet the
criteria for inclusion in a research study (Gall, Gall, & Borg, 2021). According to City Population Administration Division (2022) Ilorin west population is approximately to 548,300.
The target population is diverse and includes individuals from various socioeconomic backgrounds. geographic regions, and ethnic groups which the target population will be dwellers from the study area. The study aims to obtain a representative sample of individuals from this population through random sampling from the population which comprises of male and female above 20 years old for validity of the research instrument.
3.3 SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE
Sample size refers to the number of observations or participants included in a sample, which is a subset of the larger population (Babbie, 2002). Random Sampling technique will be used to samuple the target population as an element selected. The researcher assigns a number to each
element in the list and then uses a table of random numbers which is normally constructed in a way that each entry has an equal probability of being selected.
The sample size for the research study can be determined using statistical methods, such as the formula for calculating the sample size based on the population size, confidence level, and margin of error. For a target population of 150 respondents, a sample size of 100 respondents can be considered to be statistically significant and representative of the population.
The sampling technique to be used in the research study will impact the accuracy and
representativeness of the results. For the research study with a target population of 100 respondents, a combination of random sampling will be used to ensure a representative sample.
In random sampling, every member of the population has an equal chance of being selected, whereas in stratified sampling, the population is divided into subgroups based on certain characteristics, and then a random sample is selected from each subgroup.
3.4 INSTRUMENTATION
Instrumentation in research refers to the set of tools, techniques, and devices used to collect
data for a rescarch study or experiment (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). It includes any measures that are used to operationalize or quantify variables of interest. In research, there are different types of instruments used to collect data:
Questionnaires: These are self-administered instruments that use a set of structured questions to collect data from participants. They are often used in survey research to collect data on attitudes, opinions, and behaviors.
Interviews: Interviews are a type of instrument that involves direct interaction between the
researcher and the participant. They can be structured or unstructured and can be used to collect qualitative or quantitative data.
Existing data sources: Researchers can also use existing data sources such as government
statistics, medical records, or social media data to answer Fesearch questions.
Observations: Observations involve direct or indirect observation of participants in their
natural environment or in a laboratory setting. Observations can be structured or unstructured and can involve subjective or objective data collection.
Questionnaire will be use to assess the research purpose because the questionnaire is a vital instrument for gathering information from people about their opinions, attitudes, behaviour and perceptions on a given phenomenon.
The researcher will employe the primary source of data collection, which is the use of a
questionnaire. Data for this study were gathered through primary and secondary sources.
Questionnaire: The researcher has decided to make used of questionnaire as a method of
getting data towards the working of the research as it has been considered as one of the effective means of gathering adequate data. The questionnaire was administrated on a single random sampling at the male and female in the study area.
3.5 VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
The instrument for this study will be tested for validity using the following measures: The researcher presented the questionnaire to the project supervisor who critically looked through the instrument and pointed out issues that were not related to the topic under investigation.  The supervisor also ascertained if the questions adequately covered the research topic and if such questions can answer the research  questions. The questions were also examined for clarity and ambiguity.
Reliability is aimed at ensuring that the instrument accurately measures what it sets out to measure hence. the reliability of the instrument in this study was carried out using the test-re-test criterion. A pilot test with 10% of the population was carried out at two different periods at Ilorin west Metropolis area of Kara state and the results of the pilot test were found to be consistent. This deemed the instrument reliable.
3.6 METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTRUMENT
The researcher used primary data (questionnaires) to carry out the study. The questionnaires are structured in likert scale option (agree, strongly agree, neutral, disagree, strongly disagree) and unstructured (open-ended) questions and were administered through drop and pick method
to respondents. The research instrument Questionnaire was conducted through villagers and students. The respondents were allowed to give answers to the questions asked without being bias.
The questionnaire is distributed to the respondents, filled and return for administered with immediately effect. This method of administered help the research instrument to be easy and have low quantity waste.
3.7METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
This was carried out through data evaluation, interpretation and presentation using the relevant single descriptive statistic of mean, media and  mode, these are then presented in table etc.

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.0        INTRODUCTION
        The forth chapter of this research work is dedicated to the presentation and adjust of the data collected from Kwara polytechnic students regarding The role of social media in raising awareness on police in ilorin metropolis.
To carry out the study, 100 people living in kwara state were sampled randomly and questionnaire containing relevant questions were administered by the researchers to acquire usable data. 
This chapter deals with the analysis of data obtained from the field work through the questionnaire.
Each question on the questionnaire would be presented in separate tables and analyzed for easy comprehension.
4.1 ANALYSIS OF THE FIELD PERFORMANCE OF INSTRUMENT.
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Response 
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Male 
	57
	57.%

	Female 
	43
	43%

	Total 
	                100
	                 100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
 Table 1 above shows that 57 respondents representing (57%) are males while 43 respondents representing (43%) are female.
Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents
	Response 
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	16-20
	11
	11%

	21-25
	70
	70%

	26-30
	19
	19%

	31and above
	0
	0

	Total 
	                 100
	             100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 2 above shows the distribution of the respondents by age. It states that 11 respondents representing (11%) are within age range of 16-20, 70 respondents representing (70%) are within age range of  21-25, 19 respondents representing (19%) are within age range of  26-30years. 
Table 3: Respondents’ Religion
	Response
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Islam
	70
	70%

	Christianity
	29
	29%

	Traditional
	1
	 1%

	Total 
	               100
	             100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 3 above shows distribution of respondents by Religion 70 respondents representing (70%) are Islam and 29 repondents representing (29%) are Christian and 1 respondent representing (1%) are Traditonal.
Table 4: Marital status of the Respondents
	Response
	No of Response
	Percentage %

	Single
	97
	97%

	Married
	3
	3%

	Total 
	                  100
	                  100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 4 above shows distribution of respondents by Marital status 97 respondents representing (97%) are Single while 3 respondents representing (3%) are Married, 
Table 5: Occupation of the Respondents 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Students
	89
	 89%

	Civil servants
	7
	7%

	Others
	4
	4%

	Total 
	               100
	  100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 5 above shows distribution of respondents by occupation 89 respondents representing (89%) are Students, 7 respondents representing (7%) are Civil servants while 4 respondents representing (4%) are Traders and Others.
Table 6: Educational Qualification.
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Olevel
	0
	0%

	ND/NCE
	29
	29%

	HND/Bsc
	67
	67%

	Post Degree
	4
	4%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
The above table show the distribution of respondents by educational qualification 29 respondents representing (29%) are ND/NCE holders, 67 respondents representing (67%) are HND/BSc holders while 4 respondents representing (4%) are post degree holders.
SECTION B: Question to respondent
Table 7: Social media platforms effectively raise awareness about police activities in Ilorin Metropolis.	
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	55
	55%

	Strongly Agree
	13
	13%

	Neutral
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	11
	11%

	Strongly disagree
	 9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 7 above shows that 55 respondents representing (55%) Agree that Social media platforms effectively raise awareness about police activities in Ilorin Metropolis.		13 respondents representing (13%)  Strongly agree 12 respondents representing (12%) of the respondents are Neutral while 11 respondents representing (11%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 8:  Information shared on social media about police actions is reliable and trustworthy.		
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	21
	21%

	Neutral
	13
	13%

	Disagree
	9
	9%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	 100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 8 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) Agree that Information shared on social media about police actions is reliable and trustworthy.	21 respondents representing (21%) Strongly agree, 13 respondents representing (13%) of the respondents are Neutral while 9 respondents representing (9%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 9: Social media has increased community engagement with the police in Ilorin.		
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	60
	60%

	Strongly agree
	17
	17%

	Neutral
	9
	9%

	Disagree
	6
	 6%

	Strongly disagree
	 8
	8%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 9 above shows that 60 respondents representing (60%) Agree Social media has increased community engagement with the police in Ilorin.	17 respondents representing (17%) of the respondent Strongly agree, 9 respondents representing (9%) are Neutral while 6 respondents representing (6%) Disagree with the statement and 8 respondents representing (8%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 10: 	Police departments in Ilorin actively use social media to communicate with the public.	 
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	49
	49%

	Strongly agree
	6
	6%

	Neutral
	22
	22%

	Disagree
	8
	8%

	Strongly disagree
	15
	15%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
 Table 10 above shows that 49 respondents representing (49%) Agree that 	Police departments in Ilorin actively use social media to communicate with the public.6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 22 respondents representing (22%) are Neutral while 8 respondents representing (8%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 15 respondents representing (15%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 11:Social media campaigns have positively influenced public perception of the police.					
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 45
	45%

	Strongly agree
	11
	 11%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagree
	20
	20%

	Strongly disagree
	 7
	7%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
 Table 11 above shows that 45 respondents representing (45%) Agree that Social media campaigns have positively influenced public perception of the police.11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 20 respondents representing (20%) Disagree with the statement and 7  respondents representing (7%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 12: Social media contribute to public awareness against police brutality
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	42
	42%

	Strongly agree
	17
	 17%

	Neutral
	 20
	 20%

	Disagree
	 13
	13%

	Strongly disagree
	8
	8%

	Total 
	 100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
  Table 12 above shows that 42 respondents representing (42%) Agree that social media contribute to public awareness against police brutality. 17 respondents representing (17%) Strongly agree, 20 respondents representing (20%) are Neutral while 13 respondents representing (13%) Disagree with the statement and 8 respondents representing (8%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 13: Social media helps in reporting crimes and police misconduct in ilorin.		
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 32
	32%

	Strongly agree
	12
	12%

	Neutral
	23
	23%

	Disagree
	26
	26%

	Strongly disagree
	7
	7%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 13 above shows that 32 respondents representing (32%) Agree that Social media helps in reporting crimes and police misconduct in ilorin. (12%) Strongly agree, 23 respondents representing (23%) are Neutral while 26 respondents representing (26%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 7 respondents representing (7%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 14: Poor Training and corruption are the factors that contributes to police brutality in Nigeria.			
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	36
	36%

	Strongly agree
	16
	16%

	Neutral
	28
	28%

	Disagree
	10
	10%

	Strongly disagree
	10
	10%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 14 above shows that 36 respondents representing (36%) Agree that Poor Training and corruption are the factors that contributes to police brutality in Nigeria. 16 respondents representing (16%) Strongly agree, 28 respondents representing (28%) of the respondents are Neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) Disagree with statement and 10 respondents representing (10%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 15:   Verification and authenticity are the challenges that exist in using social media to address police brutality.	
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	6
	6%

	Neutral
	17
	17%

	Disagree
	18
	18%

	Strongly disagree
	 11
	11%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
   Table 15 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) of the respondents Agree that Verification and authenticity are the challenges that exist in using social media to address police brutality. 6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 18 respondents representing (18%) Disagree with the statement and 11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 16:	I feel more informed about police issues in ilorin due to social media.			
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	30
	30%

	Strongly agree
	50
	50%

	Neutral
	6
	6%

	Disagree 
	5
	5%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	                100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 16 above shows that 30 respondents representing (30%) Agree that 	I feel more informed about police issues in ilorin due to social media. 50 respondents representing (50%) Strongly agree, 6 respondents representing (6%) are Neutral while 5 respondents representing (5%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 17: The presence of police on social media enhances transparency and accountability.
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 48
	48%

	Strongly agree
	20
	20%

	Neutral
	 11
	11%

	Disagree
	12
	12%

	Strongly disagree
	9
	9%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025 
Table 17 above shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) Agree that The presence of police on social media enhances transparency and accountability. 20 respondents representing (20%) Strongly agree 11 respondents representing (11%) are Neutral while 12 respondents representing (12%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 18: Social media is an important tool for raising awareness about police matters.	
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	40
	40%

	Strongly agree
	35
	35%

	Neutral
	12
	12%

	Disagree
	7
	7%

	Strongly disagree
	6
	6%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 18 above shows that 40 respondents representing (40%) Agree that Social media is an important tool for raising awareness about police matters.	35 respondents representing (35%) Strongly agree, 12 respondents representing (12%) of are Neutral while 7 respondents representing (7%) Disagree with the statement and 6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 19: Social media can improve police-community relations in Ilorin.		
	Response 
	No of frequency
	Percentage%

	Agree
	45
	58%

	Strongly agree
	5
	42%

	Neutral
	18
	18%

	Disagree
	19
	19%

	Strongly disagree
	13
	13%

	Total 
	 100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 19 shows that 45 respondents representing (45%) Agree that Social media can improve police-community relations in Ilorin. 5 respondents representing (5%) Strongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 19 respondents representing (19%) disagree with the statement and 13 respondents representing (13%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 20: Social Media provides a platform for the police to quickly disseminate information during emergencies.	
	Response 
	No of response
	Percentage%

	Agree
	 52
	52%

	Strongly agree
	 17
	17%

	Neutral
	18
	18%

	Disagree
	10
	19%

	Strongly disagree
	3
	3%

	Total 
	100
	100


Source: Research Survey, 2025
Table 20 shows that 52 respondents representing (52%) claimed that Social Media provides a platform for the police to quickly disseminate information during emergencies.	17 respondents representing (17%) strongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) disagree with the statement and 3 respondents representing (3%) strongly disagree with the statement.
4.2 ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Research Question 1: 
How does social media contribute to public awareness against police brutality?
 Table 12 shows that 42 respondents representing (42%) Agree that social media contribute to public awareness against police brutality. 17 respondents representing (17%) Strongly agree, 20 respondents representing (20%) are Neutral while 13 respondents representing (13%) Disagree with the statement and 8 respondents representing (8%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Research Question 2: 
What are the primary factors contributing to police brutality in Nigeria?
 Table 14 shows that 36 respondents representing (36%) Agree that Poor Training and corruption are the factors that contributes to police brutality in Nigeria. 16 respondents representing (16%) Strongly agree, 28 respondents representing (28%) of the respondents are Neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) Disagree with statement and 10 respondents representing (10%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Research Question 3: 
What chailenges exist in using social media to address police brutality?
Table 15 shows that 48 respondents representing (48%) of the respondents Agree that Verification and authenticity are the challenges that exist in using social media to address police brutality.	6 respondents representing (6%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 18 respondents representing (18%) Disagree with the statement and 11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
4.3        DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
    The findings highlight the persuasive role of social media in raising awareness on police in ilorin metropolis.
Table 7 shows that 55 respondents representing (55%) Agree that Social media platforms effectively raise awareness about police activities in Ilorin Metropolis. 13 respondents representing (13%)  Strongly agree 12 respondents representing (12%) of the respondents are Neutral while 11 respondents representing (11%) Disagree with the statement and 9 respondents representing (9%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 11 shows that 45 respondents representing (45%) Agree that Social media campaigns have positively influenced public perception of the police.11 respondents representing (11%) Strongly agree, 17 respondents representing (17%) are Neutral while 20 respondents representing (20%) Disagree with the statement and 7  respondents representing (7%) Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 13 shows that 32 respondents representing (32%) Agree that Social media helps in reporting crimes and police misconduct in ilorin. (12%) Strongly agree, 23 respondents representing (23%) are Neutral while 26 respondents representing (26%) of the respondent Disagree with the statement and 7 respondents representing (7%) of the respondent Strongly disagree with the statement.
Table 20 shows that 52 respondents representing (52%) claimed that Social Media provides a platform for the police to quickly disseminate information during emergencies.	17 respondents representing (17%) strongly agree, 18 respondents representing (18%) are neutral while 10 respondents representing (10%) disagree with the statement and 3 respondents representing (3%) strongly disagree with the statement.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 SUMMARY
The research conducted aimed to explore the role of social media in raising public awareness about police brutality, identify the primary factors contributing to police brutality in Nigeria, and examine the challenges associated with using social media to address this issue.
Chapter One provides an introduction to the study, outlining the statement of the problem, the objectives, the significance, and the scope of the research. It establishes the foundation by highlighting the urgency of addressing police brutality and the potential of social media as a tool for social change.
Chapter Two delves into the literature review, presenting a conceptual review, theoretical framework, and a review of related studies. This chapter contextualizes the research within existing knowledge, exploring the dynamics of social media, public awareness, and police brutality. It draws on various theories and previous research to build a robust understanding of the issues at hand.
Chapter Three outlines the methodology used in the study, including the research design, sample selection. data collection methods, and data analysis techniques. The research employs quantitative methods to gather and analyze data from respondents, ensuring a systematic and rigorous approach.
The findings from Chapter Four indicate that social media plays a significant role in raising awareness about police brutality, with a majority of respondents agreeing that it effectively mobilizes public responses and increases awareness. However, the data also highlights challenges such as misinformation, limited access, and resistance from authorities, which hinder the effectiveness of social media campaigns. Additionally, factors like lack of proper training, corruption within the police force, and insufficient oversight emerge as key contributors to police brutality.
In addressing the research questions, the analysis suggests that social media indeed contributes to public awareness against police brutality, with respondents acknowledging its role in fostering dialogue and discussions on the issue. Furthermore, factors such as lack of trust in social media as a reliable source and resistance from authorities are identified as challenges in using social media to address police brutality.
In Chapter Five, the summary of findings indicates that while social media is a powerful tool for awareness and mobilization, addressing police brutality requires comprehensive reforms targeting the root causes. The conclusion underscores the need for a multifaceted approach involving various stakeholders.
5.2 CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the research underscores the pivotal role of social media in raising awareness and mobilizing public responses against police brutality in Nigeria. While social media campaigns have the potential to effect change, addressing the root causes of police brutality,
• Including corruption and lack of oversight within law enforcement. remains imperative. It is crucial for various stakeholders, including the government, media, civil society organizations, and social media platforms, to collaborate and implement strategies that address these challenges comprehensively. Through concerted efforts and effective utilization of social media, meaningful progress can be made towards addressing police brutality and promoting accountability within law enforcement.
5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS
To enhance the effectiveness of social media in addressing police brutality and to tackle the root causes of the issue, the following recommendations are made:
•  There should be comprehensive reforms within the police force, focusing on improving training, reducing corruption, and enhancing oversight and accountability mechanisms. The government should also support and protect social media campaigns that aim to address police brutality.
• Media organizations should ensure accurate and responsible reporting to combat misinformation. They should collaborate with social media platforms to promote verified content and support awareness campaigns.
• Parents should educate their children about the responsible use of social media and the importance of engaging in civic issues, such as police brutality. This will encourage the younger gencration to participate in social change efforts.
• Schools and universities should incorporate discussions on civic responsibility, human rights, and the role of social media' in their curricula. They should also encourage students to use social media for positive advocacy.
Religious leaders should leverage their influence to promote awareness and advocate for justice and accountability within the police force. They can use their platforms to support social media campaigns against police brutality.
• NGOs and other civil society organizations should continue to use social media to raise awareness, mobilize public response, and pressure the government for reforms. 
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