availability and use of school library resources in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State
CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
Library is an essential instrument for intellectual enlargement. A healthy stocked library is a store house of information, or a documentation of human experience to which users may turn for records or information (Prasannath, 2015). A library is a storehouse of knowledge. It is the repository of information and information source. A library collects, organizes, stores and disseminates information. Thus, it is a resource center for students, teachers, researchers and others. The library provides answers to specific and general information queries and problems (Adeniji, 2016). The major, purpose of the library is to provide information, thus it is a repository of human experience not subject to the barriers of space and time. Allen, (2017), highlighted that the library meets the information needs of the users in four categories namely: Education to develop society, adults, and children and to fill gap in memory; Information to develop executive activities such as economics, social and commercial development; Aesthetic appreciation for culture, art, truth and judgment; Recreation to provide amusement, hobbies.
School library is the part of school where a collection of books, periodicals, magazines, newspapers, filmstrips, videotapes, recording of all types, slides, computers, study kits, and other information resources are housed for use by teachers and students for learning, recreational activities, own interest and inter personal relationships of children in school (Fayose 2015). Ibeto, (2018), confirms this when he addressed out that school library is an essential ingredient in learning at any stage of education, pointing out that it is the intellectual center of the school containing records not only of the intellectual but also cultural and social products. Owate and Iroha, (2013), sees school library as a collection of a wide variety of library materials and resources housed in each school, centrally organized by staff, professionally prepared to offer services to students and teachers that will enrich and support the educational enterprises. This means that, a school library assists and supports the educational program of the schools by storing instructional materials for use in teaching and learning. 
Furthermore, school libraries in the educational institutions such as pre-primary, primary and secondary schools are important to the life-wire and foundational up-bringing of children. This is because they primarily stock materials that are of interest and developmental growth for young, teenagers and youths of the era (Owate & Iroha, 2013). However, such collections of materials, to an extent make provisions for teachers, whereas the services are mainly aimed at pupils and students in the schools. School libraries are known as learning laboratory for the school. They provide the total learning package required by the students and their teachers. The function of the library therefore is to implement, to enrich, to vitalize and humanize the educational programmes, as it strives to attain excellence in content, process and product. Being a carrier of knowledge, the library is a vital partner in knowledge, management and shares with all other instructional agents their responsibility for systematically designing, carrying out and evaluating the total process of learning and teaching (Simon, 2019).
Apparently, library resources variables are the characteristics of library resources, in both print and non-print that have cause and effect on the use of the library. They influence the use of the library, positively or negatively. Therefore, the use of the library and its information resources to a large extent depend on such variables as availability, format, relevance, currency, accessibility and multiple copies. 
However, use is the utilization of resources in order to satisfy given needs on regular basis. Use is to utilize effectively, that is, the ability to effectively make practical use of something available, which reveals that utilization is governed by availability and accessibility, and cannot be effective without both at the right time (Chukwuji, Nwankwo, Gadanga, & Yusuf, 2017). Utilization differs from person to person and from one corporate organization to another, according to their information needs and socio-economic imperatives. In other word utilization is influenced by the kind or nature of things being carried out (Attama, & Ezema, (2015). Use is maximizing the utilization of those resources made available to satisfy given needs on regular basis. Adebanwo, (2017), defined use of library resources as the ability to employ appropriate instructional materials expertly and at the right time in order to obtain an instructional objective. 
 Therefore, school library resources can be severally utilized for various reasons and could be acquired through purchase, acquisition, gifts, donations, exchange, loans and so on (Brown, 2021).  School library resources are indispensable tools essential for education in our contemporary schools. This postulation is elicited from the role played by library resources in enhancing effective teaching and restoring the already dilapidated learning system in primary and secondary schools (Arua, & Chinaka, 2016). 
Furthermore, Chukwuji, Nwankwo, Gadanga, and Yusuf, (2017) opined that school libraries usually have collective library resource that is founded fully by the ministry of education, information service agency, Non-governmental Organization (NGOs), philanthropic organization and Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA). The common resources available in school libraries include books, general reference, non-fiction and fiction periodicals, newspapers, journals, audio materials, disc, phonographic records, audio tapes and cassettes (Chen, 2015).
1.2 Statement of the Problem
	The school library is an important tool in the school system as it supports the secondary school curriculum and provides means by which school achieve her educational objectives and goals. It does this by making available library resources which encourage self-development among teachers as they use the resources in the library in planning their lesson notes and employing them in teaching and learning in classes. The school library provides comprehensive sources of learning materials in different forms for use by teachers. It is a store of materials and equipment for use by teachers and the pupils. 
However, it has been observed that students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State do not effectively use the library resources in their learning activities. This results in poor academic performances. This is evident in Senior School Certificate Examinations where performance of students is in large average or more specifically poor (Adebanwo, 2017). Also, opined that negligence by government has further enhanced the elimination of libraries and the few existing growing moribund. The situation reduces the performance of school libraries therefore resulted in poor academic performance (Abubakar, & Terna, 2017). A careful study of available published research report shows that utilization of library resources by students of secondary schools has not been positive. This indicates a problem situation that needs to be addressed. The researcher has decided to undertake this study and fill in this gap in knowledge as well as identify means to enhance the use of school library resources for teaching and learning.
1.3 Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is to investigate the availability and use of school library resources in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The specific purposes of the study were to: 
1. identify the types of school library resources available in selected secondary school libraries in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State;
2. identify the benefits of using school library resources by students in selected secondary school libraries in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State;and
3. identify the challenges confronting students when using school library resources in selected secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
1.4 Research Questions
1. What are the types of school library resources available in selected secondary school libraries in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?
2. What are the benefits of using library resources by students in selected secondary school libraries in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 
3. What are the challenges confronting students when using school library resources in selected secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 
1.5 Significance of the Study
This research is going to be of significant effect to various individuals, namely researchers, students and management of secondary schools and other library users. The findings of this study will expose teachers and students to varieties of school library resources and instructional materials at their disposal that promote effective and efficient teaching and learning. 
1.6 Scope of the Study
This study focuses on the use of school library resources in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. However, due to limited time and financial implications, the study covers libraries in selected secondary school Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
1.7. Operational Definition of Terms and Variables
School Library Resources: School library resources refer to the diverse range of materials and tools available to students and teachers in a school library. 
School Library: A school library is a designated space within a school that houses a collection of books, reference materials, digital resources, and other educational materials. 
Use: Use means take, hold, or deploy (something) as a means of accomplishing or achieving something, while the Use of use of library resources is to take, hold or deploy media or library resources toward accomplishing one’s task or goal of getting adequate and timely information needs.














CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1 Introduction
Relevant literature's on strategies for promoting partnership and alliances in university libraries in Kwara State, Nigeria, is reviewed in this chapter. The review is presented under the following sub-headings:
2.2 The Nature of Library Resources in Secondary School Libraries
2.3 The Benefits of Using Library Resources by Secondary School Students
2.4 The Challenge Associated with the Use of Library Resources by Secondary School Students
2.5 Appraisal of the reviewed Literature
The Nature of Library Resources in Secondary School Libraries 
School library resources refer to the diverse range of materials and tools available to students & teachers in a school library. These resources are carefully curated to support and enhance the educational needs and interests of the school community (Okeuhie, Agbagha, Ndu, & Emmanuela, 2021). School library resources are enumerated by Fakomogbon, Bada, & Omiola, (2015) as followed:
Books: The core of any school library, books cover various subjects and genres, including fiction, non-fiction, textbooks, picture books, reference books, and more. They provide valuable information, foster a love for reading, and support curriculum-based learning.
Digital Resources: Many school libraries now offer access to online databases, e-books, audiobooks, digital magazines, and educational websites. These resources can be accessed on library computers or remotely, allowing students to engage with content beyond the physical library space.
Reference Materials: These include encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases, almanacs, and other resources that provide quick and accurate information for research and general knowledge.
Periodicals: School libraries often subscribe to newspapers, magazines, and academic journals that cover a wide range of subjects. These periodicals keep students updated on current events, provide background information, and offer insights into different fields of study.
Multimedia Materials: Libraries may offer educational DVDs, CDs, and online videos that supplement classroom instruction. These resources can be used for visual and auditory learning and can cover topics such as language learning, science experiments, historical documentaries, and more.
Library Computers and Software: Library computers equipped with educational software, internet access, and productivity tools allow students to conduct research, complete assignments, and develop essential digital literacy skills.
Study Spaces: School libraries provide quiet areas for individual or group study, equipped with tables, chairs, and possibly private study rooms. These spaces create a conducive environment for focused learning.
Library Staff: The library team, including librarians and support staff, are valuable resources themselves. They offer assistance with finding and using library resources, provide guidance on research skills, and help students develop information literacy.
Non-Print Library Resources in secondary school include database, CD-ROM, Video Recording, Audio Recordings, Images, Charts, Institutional Repositories, Computer System, E-books, E-journals, Internet etc. 
Furthermore, school library resources continually evolve with advances in technology and changing educational needs. The goal is to provide a diverse array of materials and support services that encourage a love for learning, foster critical thinking, and facilitate academic success for students and teachers alike (Ochai, 2021). Chukwuji, Nwankwo, Gadanga, & Yusuf, (2017) opined that school libraries usually have collective library resource that is founded fully by the ministry of education, information service agency, Non-governmental Organization (NGOs), philanthropic organization and Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA). The common resources available in school libraries include books, general reference, non-fiction and fiction periodicals, newspapers, journals, audio materials, disc, phonographic records, audio tapes and cassettes (Chen, 2015). 
However, the worth of the library resources depends not only on the quantity and quality of information sources with an effective and efficient ways and means of providing and interpreting them to users. This is because some of the terms used in the library services, such as cataloguing, classification, charging and discharging, etc. are not common to the users, and therefore these terms should be interpreted in the easiest understandable ways (Nkamnebe, 2014). Nkamnebe, (2014), however identified the following services that should be available in the school libraries for students with visual impairment to include Braille books, films, sound and video recording, talking maps, photographs, pictures, CD-ROM’s, computer studies in pursuing their academic in secondary school.
The Use Library Resources by Secondary School Students 
	The use of school library resources is quite extensive and serves various purposes. Use is the act of utilizing certain things for a purpose. It is also seen as making use of library facilities for the purpose of attaining educational goals. Bernard & Frankwell (2014) report that the most frequently used library information sources by secondary school students are only books and novels. Moreover, other library information resources such as atlas and maps, dictionaries, novels, audio visuals and poetry were not accessible by students hence those sources were not satisfactory to meet their information needs. Ubegu, (2016), asserted that continuous library utilization has positive multiplier effect on the academic performance and self-development of students. Chukwuji, Nwankwo, Gadanga, Sule & Yusuf, (2017) noted that the effectiveness of a library does not depend on only its collection/resources and other facilities per se, but also on the success of its exploitation and use. While the librarian is concerned with collection and organization of information materials, he also has the responsibility of creating awareness so that users can take full advantage of the acquired materials. 
Arua & Chinaka (2016) stated that school library information resources are seen as all inputs which are utilized in the library frequently in order to provide good learning environment for students and teachers so as to be able to achieve educational goals. Attama, & Ezema, (2015) on the use of library resources by students in Ghana schools found that most of the students use library resources and services occasionally to supplement their class notes, assignments and helped them in examination preparation. Braimol, (2014) also revealed that library patronage was low because only 20% of the readers use the library the way the library is expected to be used. About 5.36% of the readers do not use the resources of the library at all. Ibrahim & Sakiyo, (2015) maintained that one of the major objectives of any library is to ensure that maximum use is made of its resources and services. This is because no matter how rich a library collection may be, it is believed that if the users do not effectively make use of them, the library collection is regarded as a waste. Furthermore, to justify the existence of any school library, provision of adequate library resources is necessary so as to attract students and teachers who are usually the potential users of such libraries. 
The Benefits of Using Library Resources by Secondary School Students
	Overall, school library resources serve the important purpose of providing students with access to a wide range of materials that foster learning, curiosity, and personal growth. They serve as a valuable support system for students as they navigate their educational journey. Adeoye & Popoola, (2021), highlighted the benefit of school library resources as follow:
Research and Learning: School library resources provide students with access to a wide range of books, reference materials, and digital resources that support their research and learning needs. Students can find information from different sources to deepen their understanding of various subjects and complete assignments or projects.
Supplementing Classroom Instruction: School library resources can supplement classroom instruction by providing students with additional materials that reinforce and expand upon what they learn in class. It allows students to delve deeper into specific topics of interest or explore different perspectives. Promoting Reading and Literacy: School libraries play a vital role in promoting reading and literacy among students. By offering a diverse selection of books and reading materials, they encourage students to develop reading habits, improve their literacy skills, and discover the joys of reading.
Enhancing Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving: School library resources often include materials that stimulate critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Students can find books and resources that challenge their thinking, encourage creativity, and help them develop analytical skills. Supporting Personal and Professional Development: School library resources can support students' personal and professional development by providing resources related to career exploration, college preparation, and life skills. This can include books on career options, college guides, test preparation materials, and more.
Utilization of library facilities such as books, journals, research works by students. These library facilities are the materials needed in the library to facilitate learning. In line with this view, Ternenge & Agipu, (2019) states that the use of library facilities, stimulates interest, excitement and instills confidence in the user to develop his potentials and capabilities both academically and socially. The more accessible the resources are, the more likely they are to be used. This is because readers like to use library facilities that require the least efforts to be accessed (Abubakar & Terna, 2017). The author further explains that the use of school library is dependent on the availability of the school library facilities. Adefarati, (2020), stated that the use of school libraries depends on the availability, accessibility and the utilization of the users desired information source. The initiatives as well as competence to conduct viable school research for the purpose of solving any kind of problem may be inhibited as a result of failure to use the school library facilities. 
Furthermore, Agaba, (2014), the school library exists to provide a range of learning opportunities for both large and small groups as well as individuals with a focus on intellectual content, information literacy and the learner. The school library provides avenue for independent work for the students. The school library resources equip students with life -long learning skills and develop their imagination, thus enabling them to live as responsible children and citizens. Adomi (2016) stresses the importance of adequate collections, which forms the basis for adequacy. School libraries help children to discover for themselves by independent study and learning how to ask questions. Adeoye & Popoola (2014) assert that libraries provide resources for knowledge acquisition, recreation, personal interest and inter-personal relationship for all categories of users. Ubegu (2016) stated that school libraries are important in helping teachers generate information for the purpose of effective teaching of students and research. The significance of school library resources is inestimable most especially at the foundational stage of education where the school libraries are found. The development of academic culture in the life of adults takes its roots from effective use of the school library.
The Challenges Associated with the Use of Library Resources by Secondary School Students
	Bernard & Frankwell (2014), revealed that secondary school students face many constraints in using school library including lack of current and up to date reading materials, restricted reading hours, lack of sitting facilities and lack of informational professional/librarian for processing materials. Chidaka (2017) asserts that most of the relevant materials were not available in all the schools. Some problems such as lack of convenient accommodation, lack of funds, lack of reading tables and chairs, non-involvement of library staff in collection development, lack of qualified librarians were among the challenges facing school libraries. There is gross neglect of school libraries in Nigeria, due to some factors such as lack of finance, professional librarian, up-to-date facilities/resources, poor accommodation and non ICT integrated libraries, (Chukwuji, Nwankwo, Gadanga, Sule & Yusuf, (2017). Poor performances by both teachers and students were recorded as a result of irregular use of school libraries, no inspiration of imagination, learning and creativity (Simon, 2019).  
The study by Marama & Ogurombi, (2013) in Nigeria found that poor quality of school library resources, scarcity of current reading and research materials were the challenges facing students in using school libraries. In the same vein Arua & Chinaka (2016), observed that poor library accommodation; poor library orientation and restricted library hours were problems militating against the use of school libraries. Agaba, (2014), revealed that one of the problem facing school libraries include the lack of a national policy, school library information resources, the theft of computers as a result of the lack of security, as well as the lack of understanding by teachers of the role the library in teaching and learning. 
Connoway & Lawrence, (2013), non-quality of library resources in sufficient quality is also a problem. It is a limiting factor for the use of library resources. Fakomogbon, Bada & Omiola, (2015), recognizing non-availability of equipment and materials also saw non-suitability of available materials, high cost of procurement, frequent power failure and fluctuation, ignorance of importance of instructional materials, inability to welcome change among others as problems of associated with the use of library resource in schools.
Furthermore, the staff and students of Umuahia North local government area of Abia state, also, submits that there was no development of library resources; the library still lack adequate print and non-print materials to support the school curriculum. Moreover, no professional librarian to offer effective services to users (Arua & Chinaka, 2016). This finding was consistent with that of Fayose, (2015) in Oyo town on school libraries, that the libraries in the town have not been developed to meet the present day information demand; non-print resources were virtually non-existent in the secondary schools of study. 
In addition, Adebanwo, (2017) affirms the findings when he reported that, “different types of school library exist in Oyo state secondary schools such as purpose built, classroom type and lock-up shelves; the resources were obsolete; and there were indications that almost all the available school libraries were not developed. Benard & Dulle, (2014) reported that school libraries were at a developing stage; they lack adequate funding, physical facilities, staffing professional librarian and good library services and the situation led to poor performance of secondary schools in the country. 
Appraisal of the reviewed Literature
Bernard and Frankwell (2014) carried out a research on the Assessment of access and use of school library in Morogo municipality, Tanzania. The main objective of this study was to access and use of library information resources by students of secondary schools in Morogo municipal. The study was guided by the following specific objectives; to investigate access and use of school library information resources by the secondary school students; determine the level of satisfaction of students towards school library information resources and to find out challenges facing students in the use of school library and how to address such challenges. 
The study was carried out in five purposefully selected advanced level schools in Morogo municipality. Simple random sampling was used to select 30 respondents from each selected school to make a sample size of 150 respondents. The study employed a case study research design and used combination of methods to collect both quantitative and qualitative data. Data was collected both quantitative and qualitative data. Data was collected by using documentary review, questionnaires, interviews and personal observations. Quantitative data was analyzed using mean, while content analysis was adopted for qualitative data. Key findings revealed that the most frequently used library information sources by secondary school students are only books and novels. 
Moreover, other library information resources such as atlas and maps, dictionaries, novels, audio visuals ad poetry were not accessible by students hence those sources were not satisfactory to meet their information needs. The findings further revealed that secondary school students face many constraints in using school library including lack of current and up to date reading materials, restricted reading hours, lack of sitting facilities and lack of informational professional/librarian for processing materials. The study concluded that for effective use of school library by the secondary school students, there is need for current and adequate school library information resources, provision of accommodation facilities, and provision of professional school librarians to manage libraries and conducive reading environment. 
These could be done in collaboration with all stakeholders in secondary education in the country. However, the study recommended that adequate provision of fund is necessary for the provision of current and up to date information resources and also for the employment of qualified and trained teacher librarian. The above study is similar to the present study because both studies focus on school library resources in secondary schools. Questionnaire which was one of the tools used for data collection in the review of the study shall also be used by the present study. 
Chidaka (2017) assessed the utilization of school library resources in teaching in secondary schools in Obio/Apor Local Government Area of Rivers State. To achieve this; five research questions were raised. Four hundred and ten (410) teachers were used as sample out of eight hundred and twenty (820) that forms the population of the study from the fourteen secondary schools in Obio/Apkor Local Government Area of Rivers State. Questionnaire and observation checklist were used to collect data. Tables, percentages and mean were used for data analysis. 
It was found that most of the relevant materials were not available in all the schools. Some problems such as lack of convenient accommodation, lack of funds, lack of reading tables and chairs, non-involvement of library staff in collection development, lack of qualified librarians were among the problems of these libraries. The major recommendations are : that there is need to increase full allocation of the school libraries, the state branch of Nigerian Library Association (NLA) should organize development and training courses for school librarians and media specialists to enhance their efficiency in the running of the school libraries; the Post Primary School Board (PPSB) should see to it that every secondary school established should have a library, new books and other educational resource materials should be provided including audio-visual equipment, principals of various schools should encourage both teachers and students to maximize the use of few resources at their disposal, among others. 
. Ilogho, Iroaganachi and Osinulu (2016) also conducted a research on study skills and utilization of library resources by students of Gospel Faith Mission International Comprehensive High School, Ibadan, Nigeria. The study investigated how teaching of study skills and use of library resources can provoke effective utilization of available information resources in secondary schools. The survey research methodology was adopted for the study while the questionnaire and the experiment were used as data collecting instrument. Using the simple random sampling technique, the senior secondary students were grouped to two. Eighty (80) students were selected for the study. 
Each group comprised of 40 students i.e. the experimental group and the control group. The questionnaire instrument administration was twice, first as pre-test and later as post-test after subjects had undergone teachings on study skills and use of library resources. The study found out that over 33% of the respondents made use of some study techniques. Furthermore, 75% of students also affirmed that study skill classes equipped them to effectively use library resources. 







































CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
This chapter discusses the research methodology, which includes: research method, population of the study, sampling technique and sample size, instrument for data collection, validity of research instrument, method of data collection and method of data analysis.
3.2 Research Design
The research design that will be employed for this study is the descriptive survey method. Descriptive survey is employed in research to shed light on current issues or problems through the process of data collection that enables them to describe and determine the situation more completely than possible. This research design is used when the research seeks to gather the opinion of a given set of individuals about a particular experience. A descriptive survey is employed for this study because the availability and use of school library resources in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, would be sought.
3.3 Population of the Study 
The population of the study would comprise all secondary school students in the five (5) selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State. Which are Government High School, Adeta, Ansur Islam Secondary School, Mount Camel Secondary School, Banni Community Secondary School and Babaoko Secondary School. Are the population for the study.  

 
3.4 Sample and Sampling Technique
The sample size of this study is 24 students from selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area. The study adopted a total enumeration (census) sampling technique because the population is small and manageable. Therefore, the total population of 120 selected secondary school students become the sample size.
3.5 Research Instruments
The research instrument for this study is a self-structured questionnaire.  It consists of sections; A, B, C, D, & E. Section A collect data on demography of students. Section B measures nature of library resources in secondary school library in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Section C measures frequency of use of school library resources by students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Section D measures benefits of using school library resources. Section E measures the challenges confronting use of school library resources by students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area.
3.6 Validity and of the Instrument
To ensure the face and content validity of the research instrument, the questionnaire will be validated by my supervisor and two other lecturers in the department of library and information science, Kwara state polytechnic Ilorin. The corrections and observations will be effected before final draft of the questionnaire.
3.7 Reliability of the Instrument 
	For test and retest (reliability) of the instrument, the questionnaire will be taken to selected secondary school in Ilorin East LGA, and will be administered on 30 senior secondary school students twice at ten days intervals. The results would be arrived at by subjecting the responses to Pearson Product Moment Correlation to elicit the level of co-efficient of reliability.
3.8 Method of Data Collection
The questionnaire for the study will be administered to respondents in the five selected secondary school. A letter of introduction will be obtained from the Head of Department, of library and information science, Kwara state polytechnic to facilitate access to the schools. 
3.9 Method of Data Analysis
After the return of the copies of the questionnaire from the field, the collected data will be coded and analyzed using IBM-SPSS Version 21.0. The descriptive statistics of simple percentage and frequency count would be adopted owing to their simplicity and ease of understanding

