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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1
Background to the Study

Most election scholars believed that, the aim of any electoral body is to achieve its set objective and a positive result by realizing peaceful, free and fair elections, for which the body was established; but this is not achievable without the combined efforts of the peoples who constitute the local government (Duru 2002).

According to Hirano (2014), defined elections credibility as the one that is characterized by inclusiveness, transparency, accountability, and competitiveness. Inclusive elections provide equal opportunities for all eligible citizens to participate as voters in selecting their representatives and as candidates for election to government.

In reference to this definition, election credibility consists of more than the method of counting votes cast by the extent of franchise that is who is entitled to vote.

However, the effort must therefore be made by the electoral body to decide on certain policy that can enhance free and fair elections.

The motivation of the electorate has to do with whatever INEC can do to create an inducement; the protection of an individual’s during the elections period. The system operates in a way that suggests a total disregard and misapplication of democratic ethos. Thus, the outcome has always been manipulated in favour of candidates of the powerful few. This is unfair and shameful given the democratic system we operated for. It is better telling the people that the leaders would be selected so that they would not be bothered to queue up in the scorching sun. But allowing them to vote and later turning things upside down in the height of betrayed that must be resisted.

Electoral system is a process by which citizens of a given democratic entity elects representative to handle their machinery of government. This is done through vote casting.

According to Mozaffar (2002), electoral system is only one factor in the evolution of a party system, but the effects of different electoral system can be found in the structure, ideology, the patter of the party interaction and the members of the parties that compete in the political system.

An electoral system consists of more than the method of counting votes cast by the voters. A full description of an electoral system would include such factors as the extent of franchise that is; who is entitled to vote? It would include the rules relating to the candidates and parties, and those regulating the administration of election, especially the provision against corruption. Especially the provision against corruption. Roberts (2004), electoral system is the institutionalized arrangements by means of which an election is conducted and the purpose of the election fulfilled the term according to Hagne and Harrog (2004) covers the legal and practical realities of voter registration and election administration as well as the prices rule for international journal of African and Asian studies. An open Access International Journal Vol. 2 - 2013 46 translating.

Election Scruton (2015), election is the process whereby an electoral chooses, by voting officers, either to act on its behalf or represents it’s in an assembly with a view to governing or administering. An electorate refer to a class of citizens entitled (by a law course) to vote in an election, by whatever procedure.

Elections provide for a bare minimum of political participation for the vast majority of the governed, and therefore create a feeling of belonging and a degree of responsibility for government decision in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

1.2
Statement of the Problem

The major attempt to understand the cause of good governance and credible elections has been a major problem faced by scholars over time. Credible Electoral and good governance by its very nature is naturally beyond any simple causation. The cause of good governance and credible elections has been so many and complex such that most scholars even argued that the very uniqueness of each good governance and credible elections defies any single theoretical explanation.

As a policy framework, good governance imposes demand on policy makers in their exercise of power. It encompasses an effective state that is a state that has enabling political environment for effective distribution of resources to improve the living condition of the ordinary people. In this sense, good governance in local authority and the management of the resources of society to better the lot of the people’s effective local government administration or good governance require respect for principle of accountability and transparency. It also encapsulated issues of equity, equality, justice and fair play in the distribution of goods and services so as to promote and enhance the quality of life of the people irrespective of their class, status, religion or other parochial consideration.

The following are the statements of the problems:

Electoral crime or fraud can be major source or hindrance for good governance at the local Government level if not well prevented.

Citizens have no trust in the electoral process and course the credibility of the elections

Elections so far conducted seems is not free, fair and credible.

The government have not done much to enhance credibility of the elections.

Lack of good governance has affected the development of our grassroots.

1.3
Objectives of the Study


The aim of this study is to examine carefully, the impact of electoral credibility on effective service delivery in Nigeria, at the Ilorin East Local Government of Kwara State. To ensure a successful accomplishment of the above. The study is therefore aimed at achieving the following objectives among others:

i. To examine the impact of electoral credibility on effective Local Government Administration of Ilorin East Local Government.

ii. To examine the opinion and perception of electorates in Ilorin East Local Government on credible election and effective administration of Ilorin East Local Government Area.

iii. To examine if electoral credibility really have any positive or negative effect on effective Local Government Administration or good governance.

iv. To suggest ways through which INEC and electorates can curb electoral fraud and give way to credibility.

1.4
Research Questions


For the purpose of this research work, the following questions are hereby raised to probe into some salient areas.

i. To what extent has electoral credibility affect Local Government administration?

ii. How electoral credibility have positive influence on the electorate?

iii. What are the opinion and perception of electorates in Ilorin East Local Government on credible election and effective administration of Ilorin East Local Government Area.

iv. How to examine if electoral credibility really have any positive or negative effect on effective Local Government Administration or good governance.

v. How to suggest ways through which INEC and electorates can curb electoral fraud and give way to credibility.

vi. What are the correlations between electoral credibility and effective Local Government administration?

1.5
Research Hypotheses

Based on the research questions and objectives of the study, the following hypotheses guided the study.

Ho1: State/Local Government Joint Account does not affect credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Hi1: State/Local Government Joint Account affects credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Ho2: The autonomy of Imo State independent electoral commission does not affect credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Hi2: The autonomy of Imo State independent electoral commission affects credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Ho3: Ineffective citizen political education does not affect credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Hi3: Ineffective citizen political education affects credible local government elections and grassroots political participation in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.

1.6
Significance of the Study

This study will be tremendously beneficial to the people of Ilorin East Local Government of Kwara State and the nation at large in the following ways:

The study will suggest ways through which INEC and electorates can curb electoral fraud and give way to electoral credibility.

The study will be a vital to all politicians in Ilorin East Local Government area and to the nation at large by enhancing their orientation about election.

The study will expose the general public to the likely effect of electoral corruption and how it can be curbed.

It will serve as a reference material to other scholars or academic, who intend to carry-out research on related study.

1.7
Scope and Limitations of the Study


The scope of the study shall cover a view study about the impact of electoral credibility on Effective Local Government Administration in Kwara State with special focus on Ilorin East Local Government area Kwara State.


The study shall cover the causes of electoral fraud, effect of credible elections both positive and negative; and solution on how to have electoral credibility in Local Government. And it shall shed more light on how to have effective Local Government Administration s result of credible election, with special reference to Ilorin East Local Government Area.


Some factor are likely to cause limitation against the extent to which the research work is programmed and as well may delayed the time of completion of the study; these hindrance acting as limitation on enumerated systematically as follows:

i. Data Collection: a peculiar characteristic of organization of this nature is in their effort to maintain confidentiality. Hence this work was faced with undisclosed information.

ii. Time Factor: this is also a serious factor which may affect this work as we have no much time to locate the various source of the information within the shortest time that was given to me.

iii. Finance: we are likely to be face with the problem of financing this work as it may drastically reduce the volume of this research work.

iv. Ignorance on the part of respondent: another challenge faced was on the part of the respondent, not having full confidence in me as regarding how secretive and confidential the responses will be handled.


1.8
Definition of Terms

i. Election: this could be seen as institutionalized procedures for the choosing of office holders by some or all the recognized members of a society.

ii. Electoral System: This is a process by which citizens of a given democratic entity elect representative to handle their machinery of government.

iii. Effective Administration: According to Bolarinde (2007) has to do with the capabilities of a political system to exercise authority, with Legitimacy, Adjudicate conflict as well as carry out effective programme implementation.

iv. The Independent national Electoral commission (INEC): set up in 1998, is the electoral body which was set up to oversee elections in Nigeria.

v. Local Government: according to Wrath (2005), see local government as a system of geographical decentralization in which some function and responsibility of government are delegated to governmental units or bodies at the local level.


Local Government is a form of public administration which in a majority of context, exists as the lower tiers of administration within a given state. The term is used to contrast with offices at state level, which are referred to as the Central Government, National Government or (where appropriate), Federal Government and also to Supranational Government which deals with governing institutions between States.


In view of this research, the impact of electoral credibility on effective Local Government Administration in Kwara State. A case study of Ilorin East Local Government council is to achieving INEC goal and in conjunction with the role of motivation of the peoples during the elections.

CHAPTER TWO

Literature Review

2.1 Conceptual Framework

Election

Whereas election is the process of choice agreed upon by a group of people, which enables them to select one or few people out of many to occupy one or a number of authority positions (Nnoli 2023 cited in Nworie et al 2020). This definition points at elections from the outcome point of view. Since election is seen as a process of choice agreed upon. Election summarily, is the procedural process upon which the people or the electorates choose a candidate out of many other candidates to speak for or represent them in a given position, preferably, a political one (Thompson, 2004;Nworie et al 2020). Election is also defined as a decision making process by which a population chooses an individual to hold formal office. The above definition showcased the salient attributes of election which include:

a) Involving a process,

b). Involving a decision,

c). Population or the electorate (which is a major ingredient in an election),

d). Candidates,

e). Office (to which candidate(s) vie into,

f). Electoral umpire.

Credible Election

Elections are said to be sound or credible when they produce the will of the people through a transparent, participatory, trustworthy and legal process. Udu, Nkwede and Ezekwe (2015) defined credible election thus: “Elections are said to be credible, when rules, regulations and laws governing the electoral process are followed and ultimately, credible candidate are freely and fairly selected to represent the electorate” However, there is a snag to the above definition, creditable election may not necessarily produce credible candidate. In developing democracies such as in Nigeria where the majority of the electorate are uneducated, gullible and un-informed, their choices may not produce the soundest candidate even though the process may be credible.

Abdul (2014) noted four basic principles of credible election which includes:

1. Reflecting the will of the people,

2. Participatory,

3. Trustworthy and

4. Fair competition.

When the election process follows the basic requirements, it usually reflects the will of the people since the outcome is nothing but the aggregate of the choices of the individual electorate.

Abdul (2014) further assert that Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that the will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures The second important criterion of a credible election is that it must be participated by all qualified political parties. The United Nations (UN) in its principles declared that “political contestants (parties, candidates and supporters of positions on referenda) have vested interests in the electoral process through their rights to be elected and to participate directly in government. Building the public's trust in the election process is of the utmost importance to election management bodies around the world.

Trust is another salient attribute of election. The credibility of an election largely depends on the actual and perceived integrity of the electoral process. The fourth element of a credible election is fair competition. Candidates, political parties and other vested interests must have a level playing ground to contest in an election. (Abdul, A the Daily Star, Tuesday, 2014).

Citizens’ Participation

This entails people's massive involvement in the electoral process of recruitment of political leaders. Governance is a pact or covenant between the governed (people) and the government. Political participation is the involvement of people in politics either individually or collectively (Onyema, 2019 cited in Chijioke & Okereke, 2020). The involvement of people en masse is the validation of power of the public officer. It enhances good governance and democracy. It is also known as Public Participation, which in essence refers to the different mechanisms for the public to express opinions, and ideally, exert influence regarding political, economic, management or other social decisions.

Ezeanya (2012 cited in Chijioke & Okereke, 2020) aver that before widespread political participation can become a reality in any democratic system, there must be certain sociopsychological, economic and political developmental prerequisites, which are assumed to be the basic characteristics of a developed political system.

Chijioke and Okereke (2020) opined that “the degree of participation of the electorates will depend on the extent to which political parties as structures have performed their functions. This will encourage the electorates to take active part in the electoral process, having in mind that their votes will always count. In brief, the efficient and fundamental activities of the parties as political structures coupled with the cooperative support of the electorates through the rule of law and due processes will determine the degree of electoral participation”.

Democracy

Democracy denotes a set of ideals, institutions and processes of governance that allows the broad mass of the people to choose their leaders and that guarantees them a broad range of civic rights.

(Enemuo, 2018 cited in Ifegwu & Okere, 2020). Democracy, arguably, is fast becoming a global phenomenon in that it is only a few regimes that share and adhere to ideologies, principles and practices of governance different from that of democracy. This stems from the fact that democracy preaches and centralizes on popular participation, rule of law, impartiality, respect for fundamental human rights, equal participation, freedom of information, periodic and competitive elections in leadership recruitment and equitable representation, transparency and accountability, etc (Nworie et al 2020). Beyond the classic definition of democracy by Abraham Lincoln, who stated that democracy is ‘government of the people, by the people, for the people”, there are other modern empirical definitions based on the credos of democracy. To this, Morlino (2014) opined that the concept of democracy implies ‘a regime has at least universal adult suffrage; recurring, free, competitive and fair elections; more than one political party; and more than one source of information’. Morlino stipulates the existence of democratic institutions and rights in a polity to attenuate its being qualified as a democracy. Democracy has set standards that must be followed if it must be sustained. Citizen’s participation is one of the fundamental doctrine of democracy. Kapstein and Converse (2008), attribute the causes of breakdown of democracy in a country to the prevalence of poverty and inequality that instil segregation in society.

Unfortunately, these factors alienates the people from participating actively in election. Otherwise democracy provides a political platform through elections for the engagement of all members of a community in the process that determines who governs them. Thus, political power belongs to the people and not to the elected leaders. People may easily ‘dethrone’ a leader if he or she does not perform.(Morlino, 2004).

Political Apathy

Political apathy in this context is often referred to as apolitical stratum. These range from People having no interest at all in political matters to low involvement in politics. In developing democracies the electorates often do not bother themselves with even voting.

Political Awareness

This entails being politically conscious. The populace is said to be politically aware when they are conscious of their political rights and obligations as well as stand up for it. Political awareness is said to be the foundation for political participation.

2.2 
Theoretical Framework

The work is anchored on two theories: Public Participation Theory and Democratic participation theory.

Public Participation Theory

Quick and Bryson (2019) theorized that Public participation in governance involves the direct involvement or indirect involvement through representatives – of concerned stakeholders in decision-making about policies, plans or programs in which they have an interest. Stakeholders are persons, groups or organizations that may influence or be affected by policy decisions (Freeman 2010) or place a claim on an organization’s or other entity’s attention, resources or outputs (Bryson 2004). Through public participation, stakeholders may interact with government agencies, political leaders, nonprofit organizations and business organizations that create or implement public policies and programs. While participation may be limited to discrete acts (e.g., a town hall meeting or citizen survey) or described by a set of practices (e.g., convening public hearings or other types of consultation processes), participation more generally is the process of engagement in governance. In democracies, citizens are presumed to be important stakeholders in that they are able to participate either directly or indirectly through elected representatives in the formation, adoption and implementation of the laws and policies that affect them. Public participation thus is a fundamental part of the public–government relationship in democracies (Roberts 2004; Jacobs et al. 2009; Bryson et al. 2013). The context of public participation in governance is broader than this relationship, however. Governance encompasses formal and informal processes of decision-making and management of domains of collective community interest or concern (Kooiman 2023; Bevir 2023). It occurs through broad networks that often include public agencies but are not exclusive to them. The traditional responsibilities, efforts and effects of government are increasingly diffused across constantly changing, networked assemblages of government agencies, nonprofits, businesses and other entities (Goldsmith and Eggers 2014; Agranoff 2017; Provan and Kenis 2018). As governance has moved beyond government, so too have the scope and need for public participation (Osborne 2020; Bryson et al. 2014; Morgan and Cook 2014).

Democratic Participatory Theory.

The theory was developed by Jean Jacques Rousseau and later promoted by John Stuart Mill and G. D. H Cole and a host of others who argued that political participation is indispensable for the realization of a just society. George Douglas Howard Cole (1959) advocates for the co-operative movement especially the social liberty and political economy.

Participatory democracy emphasized on the broad participation of citizens in the direct operation of a political system. By participation in social science, it refers to the different mechanisms for the public to express opinions, and ideally, exert influence regarding political, economic, management or other social decisions. Literally or etymologically, democracy implies that people are in power and that all democracies are participatory. However, participatory democracy is primarily concerned with ensuring that citizens are afforded an opportunity to be involved or engaged in decision making on matters that affect their lives. It also tends to advocate a more involved form of citizens participation and greater political representation than mere traditional representative democracy.

Betty Pruitt and Philip Thomas (2007) viewed that participatory democracy's strengths lie in greater citizen involvement, popular control, and egalitarian and non-exploitative social relations as below:

1. Participatory democracy is its function of greater democratization. Although the extent of how 'democratized' societies should be may rely on socio-cultural and economic contexts, changes that will make our own social and political life more democratic, that will provide opportunities for individuals to participate in decision-making in their everyday lives as well as in the wider political system. It is about democratizing democracy." In such a democratized society, individuals or groups can not only pursue, but also realistically achieve their interests, ultimately "[providing] the means to a more just and rewarding society, not a strategy for preserving the status quo.(Arturo,1992)

2. Another advantage of participatory democracy over other democratic models is its educational effect. Greater political participation can in turn lead the public to seek or accomplish higher qualities of participation in terms of efficacy and depth: the more individuals participate the better able they become to do so.

3. It precisely counteracts the widely spread lack of faith in citizen capacity, especially in advanced societies with complex organizations. It builds confidence in the feasibility of participatory models even in large-member organizations, which would progressively diminish state intervention as the most crucial mode of political change.

On the other hand, the weaknesses of participatory democracy are: (according to Betty Pruitt and Philip Thomas (2017), its concerns largely rest on the feasibility of effectively managing massive political input into an equally meaningful, responsive output:

· The ideological element of universal participation since any institutional adjustment to employ greater political participation can never exclude a representative element.

· Participatory democracy can be truly operated in any country without having some type of representation to sustain realistically a stable political system.

2.3 
Empirical Review

Chijioke and Okereke, (2020) studied political parties and electoral participation in Okigwe Political Zone of Imo State. The objectives being to determine the extent to which Political Parties discourage electoral participation; perpetrate fear of insecurity; practice internal democracy; and engage in civic education, using the 2019 general election as a study case.

Survey research design was adopted for the study. A total sample size of four hundred (400) persons were randomly selected out of eight hundred and eighty one thousand, eight hundred and ninety (881,890) eligible registered voters in Okigwe political Zone. The research instrument for the study was a structured questionnaire for the registered voters titled, (RVSQ) and complemented with interviews. The data collected was analyzed using simple percentages and frequencies. The study was anchored on structural functional theory. It was found that low electoral participation was due to the fact that political parties perpetrated fear of insecurity; did not engage in sufficient practice of internal democracy, as well as civic education. Based on the findings, it was recommended that political parties should desist from acts that perpetrate fear of insecurity during elections; they should practice internal democracy, and intensify civic education in schools, churches, mosques and the society at large, as an urgent remedial action to restore peoples’ confidence in the political process.

While Chijioke and Okereke, (2020) focused on party activities, the negative influence of political thugs in the name of party men and its effect on the participation of the citizens in election, this work is focused on the interplay of various activities that impede on free and fair elections in Nigeria and its effect on widespread participation in governance.

Nnamchi and Nnamani (2020) investigated Internal Party Democracy, Electoral Law and Credibility of Elections in Nigeria, Assessing the 2019 General Elections. The Nigerian electoral system has been grappling with a lot of inadequacies since the country’s independence. These shortcomings have been purportedly attributed to a lot of factors. The major factor is the selfishness of the ruling elites that has left the country’s democratic experiment in a tutelage state. The structure of the Nigerian economy, with the state as the most important source of economic opportunity is also another factor, the legacy of authoritarian rule and basically lack of solid democratic institutions to a whole lot of other factors. Based on these insinuations, the paper examines the level of internal democratic principles imbibed by political parties and the strength of electoral legal framework in facilitating credible elections in Nigeria with special attention to the 2019 general elections. The structural functional theory as espoused by Gabriel Almond was adopted as the framework of analysis. The theory emphasizes the functional effectiveness and survival of political institutions or systems. Secondary source of data collection, which involves the use of journals, textbooks, periodicals and other relevant materials, was also used for the study. It was established that the Nigerian electoral system is devoid of credible electoral outcomes largely due to weak institutional frameworks such as internal party democracy and robust electoral law. Nevertheless, a review and restructuring of the entire electoral system to entrench a strong institutional and legal framework was recommended.

The work of Nnamchi and Nnamani (2020) has a strong impact on our study. However, they focused- majorly on election credibility with the view to fully x-ray the major challenges to the citizen’s participation and its effect on democracy. Worried by the anomalies on Nigeria's political terrain, Nworie, Ahanonu, Okwudu, and Uzoma (2020), examine the nexus between political corruption and election outcomes in Nigeria to ascertain the implications of electoral corruption on Nigeria's democracy and political system. They say that democracy is a form of government that promises popular participation, rule of law, impartiality and popular consent; hence, it has increasing recognition and acceptance globally. Essentially, democracy does not work aloof as it is a function of numerous features, one of which is election. Election is one of the finest tools for democratization, which presents a viable platform for periodic, credible and competitive contest and leadership recruitment. However, the centrality of free, fair and incorruptible electioneering processes in determining election outcomes, consolidation or democracy and enjoyment of legitimacy by democratic governments are not contested by scholars. Regrettably, most of the third world democracies and Nigeria in particular violates the key tenets of democracy such as rule of law and credible elections. In other words the recruitment processes, elections and the subsequent emergence of political leaders in Nigeria undermines democratic ideals. The tout theory of politics anchored the study whereas secondary data and content analytical design were used for the study, respectively. The paper reveals that electoral corruption is a function of a political system, which is a negation of democratic ideals. It therefore recommends effective and efficient corruption fight, effective and efficient regulation of party funding/spending and drastic reduction on the cost of governance.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The chapter is concerned with the description of procedures for the study under the following subheadings; research design, population, sample and sampling techniques, research instrument, validation of the instrument, reliability of the instrument, procedure for data collection and data analysis techniques.

3.1 
Research Design

Elemukan, O (2009) described research design as “the plan structure and strategy of investigation conceived as to obtain answers to research question and control variance”. The type of design in this study is descriptive survey research. It was chosen because it helped to describe, analysed and interpret the conditions that exists in reality. It also provide the acceptable data for interpretation and generalization process.

According to Nworgu. (2009) Descriptive design is concerned with the collection of data for the purpose of describing and interpreting existing conditions prevailing practices, beliefs, attitudes, on-going process. The central purpose of descriptive research is not just the description of what is, but the discovery of meaning. The design does not aim at discovering phenomenon, but is concerned with condition or relationship that exist, practice that prevail point of view, or attitudes that are held.
3.2 
Research Population

Oniye (2009) defined population as the entire number, group objects and elements in which the research is interested. The population of this study consists of two Non Governmental Organization in Ilorin metropolis namely; Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) and Teachers Union Congress (TUC). The statistical tool adopted for the analysis is chi-square and the data for the analysis is gotten primarily from questionnaire

3.3 
Sample and Sampling Techniques

Twenty five respondents were selected from each of the organization making a total of fifty respondents. Sampling with randomized respondents would help the researcher to have accurate responses to the questionnaire. The selected respondents are ones that could easily be reach in view of time constraints and language difficulties.

Fifty respondents were selected to respond to the questionnaire in the Nongovernmental organization. Therefore, the sample for this study are those respondents named earlier.

3.4 
Research Instrument

However, in order to supply reliable and relevant information on the research work, the method of data collection is questionnaire. The questionnaire was designed in a way to elicit the relevant information required for the answer of the research questions. It consist of two sections (A&B): section “A” deals with respondents personal data such as; name, sex and age; Section “B: consists of questions items relating to the subject matter of the study and answered by the respondents by ticking either Agreed, Disagreed in the appropriate column.

3.5 
Validity of Instrument

The validity of an instrument according to Azuka (2007), relates to the extent to which it measures what it intends to measure. To do this, some copies of the questionnaires were given to some education experts in the department for their suggestions. A copy was given to the superior for endorsement after necessary corrections. This is how the instrument archives validity.

3.6 
Reliability of Instrument

Reliability of an instrument according to Anastesi (2008), refers to the degree to which a test yields consistent scores when it is administered over a number of times. The final drafts of the instruments was subjected to a pilot study. Test-Re-Test procedure was employed using a sample of ten (10) respondents. The results of the second test and the result obtained showed almost the same percentage as at the administration of the ninety (90) questionnaires to the selected sampled local government. The reliability is 0.76

3.7 
Methods of Data Collection

The data for this study were collected through questionnaires administered to the respondents by the researcher. This would be done through personal contact during which each of the respondents were served while the completed ones were collated immediately for analysis.

3.8 
Data Analysis

For proper analysis of the two hypotheses in this study, descriptive and inferential statistical tools of measuring data were used in analyzing the collected data. The use of these forms of statistical method to test the validity and reliability of data cannot be done without appropriate coding.

Therefore, using coding scheme for responses to questions on the questionnaire, the responses were assembled in what is known as the coding sheet. Frequency and percentages were used to describe data to see the general characteristics of the sample studied and to answer research questions. The derivation of chi-square formula. Chi-square (x2) distribution model is the sum of square of a normal standard distribution variables where the variance of the normal distributed values of the observed value that are associated with the variable.

That is,

z = N (0, 1), where z = (x - u)

Therefore

X2 = Σ [(O-E) 2]

        E

Where O = observed values, E = Expected values

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

4.1 
Introduction

The impact of civil servant organization on Nigeria political development in this chapter. Data were collected through interview and questionnaire from the basis of presentation and interpretation. 75 questionnaire were drawn and distributed to two Non Governmental Organization in Ilorin metropolis in Kwara State, of which 63% of the questionnaire were fully administered.

For clarity and logical presentation purposes, the analysis will be organized around the respective research question, hypothesis, aims and objectives of the study. The analysis make use of percentage and chi-square. The various tables used summarized the response obtained

4.2 
Analysis of Data

This chapter deals with data presentation and analysis from the respondents to questionnaire distributed. During this study, 94 questionnaire were administered. For the study and the results were represented in the table and figures below

4.3 Analysis of Demographic Data

Section A

Table 4.1 Frequently distribution of the respondent by age

	Response
	No of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	20-25 years
	11 
	11.7%

	26-30 years
	21
	22.3%

	31-35 years
	24
	25.5%

	36-40 years
	17
	18.2%

	41-46 years
	13
	13.8%

	47 years above
	8
	8.5%

	Total 
	94 
	100%


Field Survey, 2025

The table above shows that 8 (8.5%) of the respondents were within the range of 47 years above which has the smallest respondents, while 24 (25.5%) were 31-35 years has the highest number of respondents from the total of 94 respondents

Table 4.2 Distribution of Respondents by Sex

	Response
	No of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	39 
	41.5%

	Female
	55 
	58.5%

	Total 
	94 
	100%


Field Survey, 2025

This frequency table shows that 55(58.5%) of the two non-governmental organization were female and 39 (41.5%) were male, bringing the total number of respondents that respond to the questionnaire to 100%

Table 4.3 Distribution of Respondents By Qualification

	Response
	No of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Primary School Certificate
	5 
	5.3%

	O’Level
	11
	11.7%

	OND/NCE
	37
	39.3%

	HND/BSC
	31
	33.1%

	MSC
	7
	7.4%

	Phd
	3 
	3.2%

	TOTAL
	94
	100%


Field Survey, 2025

The table above shows that 5 (5.3%) have Primary School Certificate, 11 (11.7%) have O‟ level, 37 (39.3%) have OND/NCE which has the highest number of respondents, 31 (33.1%) has HND/B.Sc, 7 (7.4%) have B.Sc and 3 of the respondents has (3.2%) have Phd which have the lowest respondents of the total number of the respondents

Table 4.4 Distribution of Organization

	Response
	No of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Trade Union Congress (TUC) 
	39
	41.5%

	Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) 
	55
	58.5%

	Total
	94
	100%


Field Survey, 2025

From the above table, it shows clearly that the Christian Association of Nigeria has the highest number of respondents 55(58.5%) of the while the Trade Union Congress has 39 (41.5%)

Section B

Key

Agreed + Strongly Agreed = Agreed

Disagreed + Strongly Disagreed = Disagreed

Meanwhile, civil society organization has no innovative mode of operation.

Table 4.5: Opinion on Whether Civil Society Organization has no innovative mode of Operation

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	84
	89.4%

	Disagreed
	10
	10.6%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
From the above table, there us overwhelming evidence that there was no innovative mode of operation in Ilorin Non-Governmental Organization, Ninety question were issued out to the NGOs, of which respondents that strongly agreed amount to eighty four (84) while six (10) respondents jointly disagreed on the data item.

Table 4.6: Civil society organization does not involve the new political and economic culture in their operation

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	75
	79.8%

	Disagreed
	19
	20.2%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
It was discovered from the analysis of ninety questionnaire distributed, about 75 respondents or 79.8% of them were of the view that civil society does not involve the new political and economic culture in their education.

Table 4.7: Implementing Modernization percepts have fail to bring about political and economic stability to Nigeria.

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	79
	84%

	Disagreed
	15
	16%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
From the above table, it is evident that most respondents respond that implementing modernization percepts have fail to bring about political and economic stability to Nigeria.

4.8: Civil Society is consistent and persistent in promotion the country’s democratic Agenda
	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	86
	91.5%

	Disagreed
	8
	8.5%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows that civil society organization are not persistent and consistent in promoting the country’s democracy. Therefore respondent or 91.5% of the respondents agreed that civil society is not persistent and consistent and which is very issue that civil society should carry out as its sole responsibility.

Item 4.9: Civil Society is faced with intimidation and attack by government in carrying out their activities

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	70
	75%

	Disagreed
	24
	25%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows that civil society organization area not persistent and consistent in promoting the country’s democracy. Therefore 75% of the respondents agreed that civil society is not persistent and consistent and which is a very vital issue that civil society should carryout as its sole responsibility.

Table 4.10: Civil Society is faced with intimidation and attack by government in carrying out their activities

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	68
	72.3%

	Disagreed
	26
	27.7%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The above tables agree with the statement that civil society is faced with intimidation and attack by government in carrying out their activities. This simply shows that relatively many responsibility disagreed with the statement. The responsibility were of the view that the civil society are being confronted by the government.

Table 4.11: Civil Society in Nigeria are faced with several constraints

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	54
	57.4%

	Disagreed
	40
	42.6%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The table above shows that the civil society in Nigeria are faced with several constraints. This simply shows how relatively many respondents agreed with the statement. The respondents were of the view that the civil society are being confronted with many constraints that hinder their effectiveness towards their responsibilities.

Table 4.12: Important Social Forces in the Rural areas and among the poor are neglected by Civil Society

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	59
	62.8%

	Disagreed
	35
	37.2%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
It was discovered that, form analysis of 94 questionnaire sheets distributed, about 59 respondents, over 62.8% of them viewed that low morale and improvement social forces in the rural areas are neglected. People complained and showed a long chain of grievances against the civil society for neglecting rural areas denominated by poor.

Table 4.13: Both Rural areas and Urban Centre are not included in the Mobilization Orientation by the Civil Society.

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	86
	91.5%

	Disagreed
	8
	8.5%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
This table was designed to see whether rural area and urban centre were included or executed in relation to civil society orientation exercise. Most of the respondents contacted were in animous in their condemnation that both rural and the urban were not included from the above table, it is evident that most respondents agreed that rural area and urban centre were not included. That is only urban centre and elite are only carried along leaving rural areas denominated by poor behind.

Table 4.14: Civil society organizations are dependent on government for funds and other logistics supports

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	76
	80.9%

	Disagreed
	18
	19.1%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The above table shows that the inadequate funds hinder the smooth running of the civil society. 80.9 percent of the responded viewed that civil society organization depends on government for funds and other logistics support while on 19.1 percent strongly disagree or disagree to this view

Table 4.15: Lack of Financial Autonomy of Civil Society, Compromises their Independent Approach to Issues and Ability to Carry Out Long term Plans and Programme

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	86
	91.5%

	Disagreed
	8
	8.5%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The table was designed to see whether lack of financial autonomy by civil society, compromises their independent approach to issues and ability to carry out long term plans and programme. It was discovered from the analysis of Ninety four questionnaires that about 86 respondents were in support that civil society organization lack financial autonomy.

Table 4.16: Poverty Capitulate and affect the crucial roles civil society can play in

the political development in Nigeria

	Response
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed
	86
	91.5%

	Disagreed
	8
	8.5%

	Total
	94
	100


Field Survey, 2025
The above response from the respondents shows that the crucial roles civil society play in political development is affected by poverty. About 91.5% were in support of this motion that is contribute immensely to influence running of the civil society organization.

4.2 Testing of Hypothesis

Ho1:- There is innovative idea in the mode of operation by evolving new political and economic culture in Africa

Hypothesis (1)

Ho: There is no significant correlation between mode of operation and new political and economic culture in Africa.

Ho: To compute chi-square, table showing joint distribution of the two variables is needed.

A D Total

Innovative idea in mode of operation 57 37 94 new political and economic culture in Africa 79 15 94

136 52 188

Decision Rule: Ho if Chi-square calculated is greater than chi-square tabulated.

E1 = 136 x 94 = 68

            188

E2 = 136 x 94 = 68

            188

E3 = 52 x 94 = 26

           188

E4 = 52 x 94 = 26

          188

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMEDATIONS

5.1 
Summary

This research work has attempted to examine the multidimensional impact of civil society organization on political development with special reference to Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State.

The project looks into the impact of civil society organization on political development in Nigeria and likewise considers. The great hindrances confronting civil society organization in Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State.

The impact of these problems on their effectiveness was examined. The field of survey was based on 94 respondents randomly selected. The empirical analsysis examined the various impact of civil society in the efficient political development in Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State. The impact involve were treated under chapter four presentation of results.

5.2 
Conclusion

Conclusively, this research revealed a lot of civil society organizations responsibilities and issues that are to be known and addressed in Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State. As earlier point out, a lot of problems are being faced by the civil society organization, which include:

a. Lack of mobilization orientation of the organization in their rural areas. This runs against popular opinion that civil society should be captured and incorporated into popular movements that can engage in political pedagogy that emphasis. The process through which social identities particularly among the poor in rural-urban centers can be captured and used to established new relationship between excluded citizens and the state apparatus.

b. Lack of financial authority of civil society comprises their independent approach to issues and ability to carryout long term plans and programmes.

c. Failure to innovate in its model of operation by evolving new political and economic culture in Nigeria in particular.

In view of the above, many suggestions are made and it is the belief of researchers that if some or all these recommendations are implementation, it would go a long way to help or solve most of the problems facing civil society organization in Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State.

5.3 
Recommendation

The purpose of the study is to examine and analyse the impact of civil society organization on political development with particular references to civil society within Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State. The under listed are the useful recommendations likely to usher prospective improvement on smooth civil society organization within Non Governmental Organization (NGO) in Ilorin, Kwara State.

In every challenge, there are opportunities. This means challenges identifies in the proceeding section of this discourse could be harvested and turned into opportunities for political development in Nigeria

a. Leadership is key to resolving most challenges be setting the nations body politic. Achebe (1983) has rightly identified the leadership deficit in all facts of the country’s life. Civil society in the democratic project in Nigeria is no exception.

Civil society needs visionary and missionary leaders to be able to harness the country’s potential and unleash them formational development. Men of integrity should congregate to pill ideas, efforts and resources together in pursuit of goals of national development.

A critical mass of men and women sufficiently motivated to serve the common wealth are urgently needed in this time of transformation. Ability of civil society to draw into its fold this caliber of men and women will determine if its impact on society will be widely felt or not.

b. Corruption should be seriously reduced, corruption has eaten deep into the fabric of the entire polity. Corruption has arrested development in Nigeria. The future of civil society and state depend on its drastic reduction of corruption.

c. For civil society to perform its roles in political development, it should embrace universal best practices with all its ethos and norms for it be efficient and effective.

d. Some civil society organization are run as personal estates by their leaders/founders with litre or no element of democracy in its structures and process should be discouraged.

e. Founding is a crucial element in the organization and process of civil society. Most of these organizations get their funding from international aid and door agencies and their members in Diaspora, if not proper by monitored and managed could comprises the course. They set out to achieve as the popular saying puts it “he who pays the piper dictates the tune” civil society should explore and exploit independent sources of finance to run its affairs.

f. There is need for civil society to build a robust and functional bureaucracy, well staff with skilled and experienced personnel. Civil society organizations should domestiote the core values that have no respect for ethno-linguistics and religions affiliations.

g. Also, civil society organization in Nigeria should be linked both at the level of ideas and practices. As it stands, there is so much individual in the operations of civil society.

h. For broader reach and positive impact, civil society organizations working in different sectors such as reproductive rights and health, environment, human rights, youths and so on, need to be encouraged to work together and to develop common platform for intervention
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