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CHAPTER ONE
1.1. Background of the Study
Political participation, defined as the actions citizens undertake to influence political decisions, is a fundamental pillar of democratic societies. For youth, engaging in political processes is crucial not only for shaping governance but also for ensuring that their perspectives and aspirations are reflected in national policies. In Nigeria, where youth aged 15–35 account for approximately 60% of the population (National Bureau of Statistics, 2023), their active involvement is essential to sustaining a vibrant democracy. However, despite their demographic significance, Nigerian youth, particularly in regions like Ilorin metropolis, exhibit low levels of political participation, characterized by voter apathy, limited civic engagement, and skepticism toward political institutions (Nigerian Youth Parliament, 2022). This disengagement threatens the democratic process and highlights the urgent need for strategies to foster greater youth involvement.
Media, particularly radio, has historically played a transformative role in shaping public opinion and mobilizing civic participation. In Nigeria, radio remains the most accessible and widely consumed medium due to its affordability, portability, and ability to reach diverse audiences, including those in semi-urban and rural areas (Ojebuyi & Kolawole, 2021). For young people, radio serves as a critical source of political information and a platform for engaging with democratic processes. Harmony FM 103.5, a leading radio station in Ilorin, has emerged as a significant medium in this context, offering programs that promote political discourse and awareness. Among these, Politics Today, a flagship program, stands out for its focus on political analysis, interviews, and discussions tailored to the interests of its audience, particularly the youth (Agu, 2019).
Politics Today, broadcast daily on Harmony FM 103.5, provides comprehensive coverage of political developments at local, national, and global levels. The program addresses critical issues such as governance, electoral processes, political party dynamics, social justice, and youth-oriented concerns like unemployment, education, and empowerment. By featuring expert analyses, interviews with policymakers, and interactive segments, “politics today”educates its listeners and encourages critical engagement with the political landscape. For many youth in Ilorin, the program serves as a primary source of political education, offering insights that can inspire participation in democratic activities such as voting, advocacy, and civic organizing (Ekeh, 2020). Its accessibility and relevance position it as a potential catalyst for transforming political apathy into informed action.
The youth in Ilorin metropolis, like their counterparts across Nigeria, face significant barriers to political participation. Despite their substantial population share, their involvement in elections, political advocacy, and civic organizations remains disproportionately low (Nigerian Youth Parliament, 2022). Factors contributing to this include widespread disillusionment with the political system, fueled by perceptions of corruption, ineffective governance, and unfulfilled promises. Additionally, socioeconomic challenges such as high unemployment rates, limited access to quality education, and poverty further alienate young people from political processes (Adedoyin & Folarin, 2021). These barriers create a sense of political marginalization, making it critical to explore interventions that can bridge the gap between youth and the democratic system.
Empirical evidence highlights the transformative potential of media exposure in fostering political engagement among youth. Studies have shown that regular consumption of political content through radio and other media platforms correlates with increased participation in voting, political discussions, and advocacy activities (Odugbemi & Ayodele, 2020). Programs like Politics Today, which prioritize issues resonant with young audiences, can enhance political efficacy—the belief that individual actions can influence political outcomes. By addressing topics such as youth unemployment, corruption, and educational reform, the program connects political participation to the lived experiences of its listeners, making civic engagement feel both relevant and achievable (Agu, 2019). Furthermore, the interactive nature of Politics Today, which includes call-in segments and social media integration, fosters a participatory culture that empowers youth to voice their opinions and engage directly with political issues.
The role of media in political mobilization is particularly significant in the context of Nigeria’s evolving democratic landscape. Since the return to civilian rule in 1999, Nigeria has witnessed increased media freedom, enabling platforms like radio to serve as vital tools for civic education and political sensitization (Ojebuyi & Kolawole, 2021). Radio stations, including Harmony FM 103.5, have capitalized on this opportunity to create programs that address the specific needs and interests of their audiences. For youth, who are often at the forefront of social and political change, such programs provide a space to engage with issues that directly affect their lives, from economic opportunities to social justice. By framing political discussions in ways that resonate with young listeners, “politics today”has the potential to inspire a new generation of politically active citizens (Ekeh, 2020).
Despite the promise of radio programs in driving political engagement, their impact is not without challenges. While some studies demonstrate a strong link between media exposure and increased political activity, others highlight limitations such as superficial engagement, selective listening, and the influence of external factors like socioeconomic constraints (Ekeh, 2020). Additionally, the effectiveness of programs like “Politics Today”may vary based on audience demographics, program format, and the broader political context. For instance, the polarized nature of Nigerian politics, coupled with the proliferation of misinformation, can undermine the ability of radio programs to foster sustained political involvement (Ojebuyi & Kolawole, 2021). These complexities underscore the need for a nuanced understanding of how “politics today”influences youth political behavior in Ilorin.
The unique socio-cultural context of Ilorin metropolis further shapes the dynamics of youth political participation. As a major urban center in Nigeria’s North-Central region, Ilorin is characterized by a diverse population and a blend of traditional and modern influences. The city’s youth are exposed to a range of political narratives, from local governance issues to national debates, yet their participation remains limited due to factors such as lack of trust in political leaders and inadequate platforms for meaningful engagement (Adedoyin & Folarin, 2021). Radio programs like “Politics Today”  have the potential to address these challenges by providing a forum for dialogue and fostering a sense of community among young listeners, encouraging them to see themselves as active contributors to the democratic process.
This study seeks to address the gap in understanding the specific influence of “politics today”on the political participation of youth in Ilorin metropolis. By examining how the program shapes young listeners’ political awareness, efficacy, and behaviors, the research aims to provide evidence-based insights into the role of radio in promoting civic engagement. The study will also explore contextual factors—such as socioeconomic conditions, access to media, and trust in political institutions—that mediate the program’s impact. By doing so, it will contribute to the growing body of literature on media and political participation while offering practical recommendations for media practitioners, policymakers, and civil society organizations to enhance youth involvement in Nigeria’s democratic process.

Ultimately, this research underscores the potential of targeted radio programming to empower young Nigerians as active participants in shaping their country’s political future. By leveraging the accessibility and influence of platforms like Harmony FM 103.5, programs such as “politics today”can play a pivotal role in bridging the gap between youth and the democratic system. The findings of this study are expected to inform strategies for designing media interventions that resonate with young audiences, foster political awareness, and cultivate a culture of active citizenship. In a country as youthful and dynamic as Nigeria, harnessing the power of media to engage young people in politics is not only a necessity but also an opportunity to build a more inclusive and participatory democracy.
1.2.  Statement of the problem 
Despite Nigeria’s return to democratic governance over two decades ago, citizen participation in the democratic process, particularly among youth, remains low. This is especially evident in urban and rural areas where many young people lack access to reliable sources of political information, limiting their awareness and engagement in political activities. Community and local radio, with its accessibility and grassroots focus, has been identified as a powerful tool for fostering political awareness and participation. However, the potential of local radio stations to engage the youth in Nigeria’s political processes has not been fully realized, especially given the absence of targeted, cohesive programming aimed at mobilizing this demographic.
Harmony FM 103.5, through its “Politics Today” program, has the potential to address this gap by educating and engaging youth on current political issues, electoral processes, and civic responsibilities. Yet, there is limited empirical evidence on the effectiveness of this program in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis. While radio is widely accessible and popular in Nigeria, questions remain about whether “Politics Today” significantly impacts political awareness and motivates young people to participate in democratic processes such as voting, civic engagement, and political discourse.
This study, therefore, seeks to address this gap by examining the effect of Harmony FM’s “Politics Today” on political participation among youth in Ilorin. It aims to determine whether the program serves as a catalyst for increasing political engagement and contributing to democratic development, thereby providing insights that could inform future media-based strategies for youth mobilization in Nigerian democracy.
1.3.  Research Objectives 
1. To Assess the extent to which “Politics Today” influences political awareness among youth in Ilorin.
2. To Determine whether “Politics Today” motivates youth in Ilorin to participate in democratic process.
3. To Identify the challenges that limit the effectiveness of “Politics Today” in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin.
1.4.  Research Questions 
1. What are the extent to which “Politics Today” influences political awareness among youth in Ilorin? 
2. Does “Politics Today” motivates the youth in Ilorin to participate in democratic processes? 
3. What are the challenges limiting the effectiveness of “Politics Today” in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin?
1.5. Significance of the study 
This study is will contributes to the understanding of how media, particularly local radio, can influence political participation among youth. By examining the impact of Harmony FM’s “Politics Today” program on political engagement, the will study adds valuable empirical data to the body of research on the role of media in fostering democratic involvement. Community radio practitioners will also benefit, as the study highlights the importance of creating targeted, engaging content, like “Politics Today,” that resonates with young listeners and fosters political awareness. Additionally, by focusing on youth—an essential demographic for Nigeria’s future—this study seeks to empower young Nigerians to take active roles in civic and political life, thereby supporting the country’s democratic consolidation.
1.6.  Scope of the study 
This  study is centered on examining the effect of Harmony FM 103.5’s “Politics Today” program on political participation among youth within Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State, Nigeria. The study specifically focuses on youth between the ages of 18 and 35, a critical demographic for Nigeria’s political landscape, as they represent a substantial portion of the voting population and potential future leaders.
1.7. Definitions of key terms
1. Community Radio: A type of radio service that is operated by, for, and with the community, aiming to provide local, relevant content that reflects the needs, interests, and concerns of a specific community. Community radio is typically non-commercial, participatory, and focused on local issues, providing a platform for marginalized groups to engage in public discourse.
2. Political Participation: The involvement of individuals in activities aimed at influencing political processes and decisions. This includes activities such as voting, attending political meetings, engaging in political discussions, joining political organizations, running for office, and participating in civic initiatives that support democracy.
3. Youth: In the context of this study, youth refers to individuals between the ages of 18 and 35, a demographic that is of significant interest to policymakers and researchers due to their role in shaping future political, economic, and social outcomes. This age group is typically seen as the emerging generation of voters and leaders.
4. Radio Broadcasting: A form of mass communication that involves the transmission of audio content via radio waves to a wide audience. In this study, radio broadcasting refers specifically to community-based stations like Harmony FM 103.5, which are designed to serve and engage local communities.
5. “Politics Today” Program: A political radio program aired on Harmony FM 103.5 that aims to inform and engage listeners in the political process. The program focuses on political issues, discussions, and events, offering a platform for political discourse and encouraging political participation among its audience, particularly the youth.
6. Ilorin Metropolis: The urban center of Ilorin, the capital city of Kwara State, Nigeria. Ilorin serves as a key site for examining the impact of community radio on political participation, as it has a diverse population and serves as a hub for both rural and urban areas in the state.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.0. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter present review of relevant literature regarding the concept of the Effect of harmony fm 103.5 “politics today” on political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis. In this chapter, the concept of radio, the history of radio, the characteristics of radio, concept of political participation and so on is been touched in order to simplify this study.
2.1. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
2.1.1. Concept of Radio
Radio, as defined by various scholars, can be understood through its technological, social, and cultural dimensions. John F. McDonald (1967) offers a straightforward definition, stating that radio is a means of mass communication that uses electromagnetic waves to carry audio signals through the airwaves to a broad audience. McDonald’s definition emphasizes the technical aspect of radio, focusing on its role as a medium of mass communication. The electromagnetic waves refer to the radio waves that transmit audio content to listeners, making radio a highly effective medium for reaching large, diverse audiences.
Roger Fidler (1997) similarly focuses on the technological aspect of radio, defining it as an electronic medium that transmits sound to a broad audience through the airwaves. While Fidler’s definition is akin to McDonald’s, it highlights the electronic nature of radio transmission and reinforces the idea of radio as an auditory medium. Fidler also stresses the broad audience reach, underlining the accessibility and widespread use of radio for information dissemination.
In contrast, David Hendy (2000) provides a more nuanced perspective, defining radio as a medium that brings together the auditory and social worlds, providing an intimate and immediate form of communication that is both personal and collective. Hendy’s definition reflects radio’s unique ability to engage listeners on a personal level while still maintaining a collective experience. Radio often fosters a sense of intimacy, as listeners are able to connect with voices and content in a way that feels immediate and personal, even as the medium serves a mass audience. Hendy’s approach highlights the emotional and social connection that radio fosters, making it a powerful medium of communication.
Raymond Williams (1974), in his sociocultural approach, views radio as a cultural form that is part of the technological process, influencing social structures through its reach and content. Williams expands the definition of radio beyond its technological roots, suggesting that radio is not merely a tool for communication, but a force that shapes social and cultural life. This perspective reflects radio’s role in influencing public opinion, cultural norms, and even political movements. Radio, according to Williams, is interwoven with social structures, with its content playing a significant role in the formation of cultural and societal values.
Herbert Marshall McLuhan (1964) provides an even more theoretical perspective on radio. He describes it as a hot medium that engages the senses primarily through sound, creating a direct, immersive experience that encourages listeners to fill in the gaps of the information. McLuhan’s concept of “hot” media refers to media that provide rich, detailed information, which requires less active participation from the audience in terms of interpretation. Radio, as a hot medium, delivers sound in such a way that listeners are enveloped in the experience, needing to engage primarily through listening, without the need for visual stimulation. This immersion allows radio to create a sense of immediacy and involvement.
Finally, Brian Winston (2005) defines radio as a medium that, by its nature, is characterized by its dependence on sound to convey messages, and its ability to reach listeners in spaces where they are otherwise engaged in other activities. Winston highlights radio’s unique characteristic of being a background medium. Listeners can absorb information while engaging in other activities, such as driving, working, or relaxing. This ability to serve as a companion to other tasks makes radio a versatile and pervasive medium. Winston’s definition also underscores radio’s dependence on sound, reinforcing the importance of auditory content in the communication process.
2.1.2. History of Radio in Nigeria 
The Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria was founded in 1933 by the British colonial government. Named the Radio Diffusion Service (RDS), it allowed the public to hear the British Broadcasting Corporation's foreign radio service broadcasts in certain public locations over loudspeakers. In April 1950, the RDS became the Nigerian Broadcasting Service and introduced radio stations in Lagos, Kaduna, Enugu, Ibadan, and Kano. This service was reorganized into the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) on April 1, 1957, by act of parliament. Its mission was to "provide, as a public service, independent and impartial broadcasting services". By 1962 the NBC had expanded its broadcast stations into Sokoto, Maiduguri, Ilorin, Zaria, Jos, and Katsina in the north; Port Harcourt, Calabar, and Onitsha in the East; and Abeokuta, Warri, and Ijebu-Ode in the West. Each of these stations was considered a subsidiary station of a regional station. The subsidiary stations broadcast local interest programs during part of the day, and then relayed programming from their regional station during the rest of the broadcast day. National programs were broadcast from two shortwave transmitters and one medium wave transmitter located in Sogunle, near Lagos state. Adejumobi (1974).
As a support to Udomisor’s view, Agba in Agba (2012) opines that radio broadcasting in Nigeria began in 1932, when the British colonial government established a Rediffusion Center in Lagos, for the reception and rebroadcasting of the British Broadcasting Corporation’s programmes. Onabanjo (2000) explains further by stressing that “the objectives of this innovation by the BBC were to: 
Develop links between Great Britain and English speaking people, throughout the world; 
Propagate the British way of life, particularly in the empire and; 
Keep British citizens out of Britain informed about happenings back home. 
There are more than 300 radio stations in Nigeria today with some States having multiple radio stations. Lagos, Oyo, Kaduna, Abuja and Anambra tops the list with 33, 23, 19, 17, and 16 radio stations respectively. Most of these radio stations are owned by private individuals while a greater number of them are owned by the government. Nigeria infopedia Report (2021).
2.1.3. Basic Functions of Radio
· News and Information 
It is the responsibility of the press to report timely events has its happening to the public. Timeliness and factuality is one of the major criteria that make a radio station unique and standardized. Aziz (2012)
· Education
Radio has been used severally to educate the public on societal cause, values, norms and health related issues. Public are educated on positive and negative effects of their actions. In general education, function of the radio broadcast are categorized in two groups. Formal education, education at school and informal education, adult education/ common education. Aziz (2012).
· Advertisement 
The function of promoting good service is particularly important for radio stations that were founded for commercial purposes. In consideration of the fact that private radios pursue the aim of generating profits, advertisement revenues represent the solw income source of private radios. However, indirect adverts are made through indirect promotional statements used in the programs even in the stations that do not give place to advertising. Aziz (2013).
· Entertainment
One of the most popular functions of radio is entertainment. As a matter of fact, a higher percentage of audience prefers entertainment to information. Those in this category include students, youths, teenagers, sports lovers. Except for very serious-minded individuals who tune to radio for information, quite a number of people consume media products during their leisure time, and as such radio becomes a tool of enjoyment and entertainment. (MEB, 2007).
2.14. Impact Of Radio Broadcasting In Nigeria
Radio broadcasting media has played a significant role in the political, social and economic development of Nigeria. Radio is one of the most widely used and accessible mass media in Nigeria, reaching over 70 percent of the population. Radio can overcome the barriers of illiteracy, power availability, internet connectivity and media costs that limit other forms of mass communication. Radio can also provide information, education and entertainment to listeners across diverse languages, cultures and regions.
Radio broadcasting media in Nigeria has a long history that dates back to the colonial era, when the British established the first radio station in Lagos in 1933. Since then, radio broadcasting has evolved through different phases, such as the regionalization of radio services, the establishment of public broadcasters, the liberalization of the airwaves and the emergence of private and community radio stations. Today, there are more than 300 radio stations in Nigeria, offering a variety of programs and genres to cater to different audiences and interests.
Radio broadcasting media in Nigeria has also been instrumental in shaping the political landscape and promoting democratic values. Radio has been used as a platform for political mobilization, civic education, voter education, public debate and accountability. Radio has also been used to combat misinformation, especially during times of crisis such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Radio can provide accurate, timely and reliable information to the public and debunk false or misleading claims that can undermine public health and safety.
Radio broadcasting media in Nigeria has a lot of potentials and opportunities for further growth and development. Radio can leverage on new technologies, such as digital broadcasting, internet radio and podcasting, to enhance its reach, quality and diversity. Radio can also collaborate with other media platforms, such as television, newspapers and social media, to create synergies and complementarities. Radio can also engage more with its listeners and communities, to ensure that their needs, preferences and feedback are taken into account.
2.1.5.  About Harmony Fm
Harmony FM is a radio station based in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. Officially known as Radio Kwara Harmony FM 103.5, it is a public broadcasting station owned by the Kwara State Government. The station serves as a key medium for information dissemination, entertainment, and community engagement within Kwara and its neighboring states.

Key Features of Harmony FM:
· Frequency: Operates on 103.5 MHz on the FM band.
· Content: The station offers a mix of programs, including news, current affairs, sports, music, and cultural programming tailored to the diverse audience of the region.
· Languages: Broadcasts in English, Yoruba, and Hausa, reflecting the multilingual nature of its audience.
· Reach: Its signal covers Kwara State and extends to parts of nearby states like Oyo, Osun, Ekiti, and Kogi.
· Community Role: As a government-owned station, it often serves as a platform for public service announcements, government policies, and developmental campaigns.
2.1.6. About Harmony Fm Program “Politics Toaday”
Politics Today” on Harmony FM Ilorin is a political talk show that provides insightful analysis of political developments, governance issues, and policies at local, national, and international levels. The program is designed to educate and engage listeners on matters of public interest, offering diverse perspectives on political trends and events.
The show features discussions on governance, elections, and the societal impact of political decisions. It often includes interviews with politicians, analysts, and other stakeholders, ensuring well-rounded coverage of issues. A blend of live interviews, panel discussions, and audience call-ins makes the program interactive and dynamic, encouraging active listener participation.
Primarily broadcast in English, the program occasionally incorporates local languages like Yoruba to ensure inclusivity and wider audience reach. While the focus often centers on Kwara State’s political landscape, the show frequently delves into broader Nigerian and global political matters.
Airing during prime listening hours, “Politics Today” appeals to a politically conscious audience, including students, professionals, and general listeners interested in public affairs. It serves as a platform for dialogue, fostering accountability in governance and promoting informed citizenship.
2.1.7. Concept of Political participation 
Political participation has been defined by various scholars, each offering unique perspectives on its scope and nature. Verba and Nie (1972) define political participation as “those activities by private citizens that are more or less directly aimed at influencing the selection of government personnel and/or the actions they take.” This definition highlights the role of individuals in shaping political leadership and decisions. Similarly, Huntington and Nelson (1976) view political participation as “activity by private citizens designed to influence government decision-making,” emphasizing its focus on altering governance outcomes.
Milbrath and Goel (1977) describe political participation as “the activities of citizens aimed at influencing the political decision-making process.” They categorize participation into varying degrees, from passive support to active leadership. Ekman and Amnå (2012) expand this understanding by defining it as “actions by individuals or groups intended to influence public decisions and policies either directly or indirectly,” distinguishing between formal activities like voting and informal ones like protests.
Parry, Moyser, and Day (1992) offer a broader perspective, defining political participation as “taking part in the processes of formulation, passage, and implementation of public policies.” This approach includes all stages of the policymaking process, from conception to execution. Rosenstone and Hansen (1993) emphasize the personal dimension of political participation, defining it as “the range of activities through which people develop and express their opinions on the world and attempt to take part in shaping the decisions that affect their lives.”
Political participation means "citizens involvement in the acts, events or activities that influence the selection of and /or the actions taken by political representatives" (Okoro and Nwafor, 2013: 33). It is the various mechanisms through which citizens express their political views and / or exercise their rights and influences on the political processes (Chatora 2012). Thus, it is a civic activity and a critical part of an democracy; an action taken by a citizen to influence the outcome of a political issue. Political participation could also be explained as a set of activities that citizens perform to influence governments Structured policies or officials. Through political participation, citizens can elect political representatives, who make policies in favor of the citizens who are the ultimate beneticiaries of social programmes put in place by the representatives. political participation also entails citizens engagement in the discourse o socio-political and economic issues which serve as yard sticks for choosing would-be leaders. It may also include assessing the capabilities o the incumbencies and advocating ways of ameliorating societal ills for a more prosperous country. Political participation, therefore, includes such activities as political discourse, political campaigns, voter registration, voting, writing and signing of petitions, civil protests, public consultations, donating money towards elections, joining interest groups that engage in lobbying, political advocacy, monitoring and reporting of cases of violation of the electoral process such as frauds, rigging, intimidation, vio-lence, monetary inducements, underage voting, etc. (Abubakar, 2011; Gibson et al., 2005; Unwuchola et al., 2017).
2.1.8. Effect of Harmony Fm “Politics Today” on Political Participation Among Youth in Ilorin Metropolis 
The program “Politics Today” on Harmony FM 103.5 has a significant effect on political participation among youth in the Ilorin metropolis. By providing a platform for in-depth discussions on governance, elections, and political issues, the program serves as a critical medium for educating and engaging young people in the political process.

· Awareness Creation
“Politics Today” increases political awareness by breaking down complex political issues into relatable discussions. This enables young listeners to understand key topics, such as government policies, political rights, and civic responsibilities. For many youths in Ilorin, the program acts as a bridge between abstract political discourse and real-life implications, encouraging informed decision-making.

· Motivation for Engagement
The program fosters political interest by addressing youth-centered topics and including voices from their demographic in its discussions. Through call-ins and interactive segments, young people feel included in political conversations, which motivates them to participate in activities such as voting, political rallies, and community decision-making.

· Platform for Expression
Harmony FM’s “Politics Today” also provides a platform for youth to express their opinions on governance and policies. By airing diverse perspectives, it builds a sense of agency among young listeners, encouraging them to voice their concerns and contribute to political debates.

· Reduction of Political Apathy
Political apathy among youths is a recurring challenge in Nigeria. The program plays a role in countering this trend by highlighting the importance of active participation in shaping governance. Frequent discussions on the impact of youth involvement in elections and policymaking inspire listeners to take action rather than remain passive.

· Promotion of Social and Digital Activism
With the growing influence of social media, “Politics Today” often links traditional radio discussions to online platforms, encouraging youth to engage in digital activism. This synergy amplifies political participation beyond the confines of the radio program, enabling young people to organize, advocate, and mobilize for change online and offline.
2.2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
This segment presents communication theory (ies) that serve as a foundation for understanding of the study. This research as designed to assess the Effect of harmony fm 103.5 “politics today” on political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis. Firstly, the researcher will introduce the notion of Agenda Setting and Uses and gratification.
2.2.1. Agenda setting Theory
The agenda-setting theory posits that mass media may not successfully tell people what to think, but it is extremely good at telling people “what to think about” (Cohen, 1963). All in all, there are numerous media studies on agenda-setting, many of which are following Chapel Hill’s example. There are dozens of issues and events contending for public attention, but societies worldwide and their institutions can attend to more than a few issues at a time. Therefore, this process is inevitable in reporting the news. The commonality between all is the diversity of geographic and cultural environments in which these agenda-setting effects occur.
As part of McCombs and Shaw’s (1972) study during 1968’s U.S. Presidential election, they found a strong correlation between issues that run through the media’s agenda and those that people attach importance to. Further, they discovered that journalists are the ones who set the importance readers should attach to specific events by determining the “amount of information in a news story and its position.”
However, the agenda-setting model by Dearing and Rogers (1996) highlights the interconnection between the three types of agenda: the public, media and policy agendas. The personal experience and interpretations of the news about the events depend on the individual’s interaction with media. In other words, agenda-setting effects the effective transfer of salience from the media agenda to the public agenda occur in places where open political and media systems govern. Lippmann & Curtis (2017) discovered a link between world events and the images in public opinion by observing that, the world will look different to different people based on the map drawn for them by journalists, editors and publishers of the paper they read.
Today, the interpretation of agenda-setting in the case of international news is considerably more complex. With the rise of online media and the increasing digitalization of the news, these transformations redefine the news values, which are crucial in creating news stories. Media representation can influence “global imagination” (Orgad, 2012). Aspects of mass communication’s third social role, the transmission of culture, are also linked with the agenda-setting process.
Agenda-setting theory explains how media influences what audiences think about by focusing on certain issues. Harmony FM’s “Politics Today” shapes the political agenda of its youth audience by highlighting specific political events, topics, or policies. The program’s emphasis on elections, governance, or civic responsibilities can influence young listeners’ perception of these issues and motivate them to participate in political activities.
2.2.2. Uses and Gratification Theory 
The Uses and Gratification theory was created by Elihu Katz, Jay Blumler, and Michael Gurevitch in 1974. This theory is also called Utility theory. This approach focuses on the choices of the audience when using a specific media compared to others, as well as the different gratifications they get from the media based on their social and psychological needs (Ovie & Nwaoboli, 2022). Severin and Tankard published a study in 1997. The Uses and Gratification theory focuses on what people use the media for, rather than how the media affects people.
Edegoh, Asemah, and Nwammuo (2015).
This theory tries to answer certain questions, such as:
· What are the things that people want to get by using media.
· How do people use different forms of communication and entertainment to meet their personal requirements?
· How does using media affect individuals or their social life?
· How do people's characteristics and personal differences impact the way they use media.

The theory has the following assumptions:
· Media use is purposeful and driven by people's motivations. They always have a reason for consuming media, either to get information or for entertainment.
· The choice of media depends on what the audience wants and needs.
· The media are in competition with other ways of satisfying our needs, but there are many different needs that can be fulfilled by consuming mass media.
· People use media because of their personal and mental reasons.
· Media messages do not have a powerful impact on individuals because they are active media users and choose to explore the media in their own way.
This theory explores how individuals actively seek out media to satisfy specific needs. In this context, youth in Ilorin may engage with “Politics Today” to fulfill needs such as:
· Information: Gaining political knowledge and staying updated on governance.
· Personal Identity: Understanding their role in the political landscape.
· Social Interaction: Engaging with discussions and debates prompted by the program.
This theory emphasizes the active role of the audience in media consumption and how it influences their behaviors, including political participation.
2.3. EMPIRICAL REVIEW 
Several studies are relevant to understanding the effect of Harmony FM 103.5’s “Politics Today” on youth political participation in Ilorin metropolis. These studies explore the role of media, particularly traditional and digital platforms, in influencing political awareness, engagement, and behaviors among youths.
In 2020, Omotayo and Folorunso conducted a study titled “Use of Social Media for Political Participation by Youths”. The study utilized a survey design, collecting data from 322 university students in Nigeria. Grounded in the Uses and Gratifications Theory, the researchers found that social media platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp significantly enhanced political participation. Activities such as advocacy, campaigns, and electoral monitoring were prevalent among users. The study concluded that the accessibility and utility of social media make it an effective tool for fostering youth political engagement. Recommendations included leveraging social media for more inclusive governance processes.
In 2023, Azubuike-Oba explored youth political participation in rural and urban Nigeria through the study “Youth Participation in Politics – A Comparison of Rural and Urban Areas”. Employing a mixed-methods approach, the researcher surveyed urban youths via online platforms and distributed physical questionnaires to rural youths. The study adopted the Digital Divide Theory and found that urban youths were more engaged in online political activities, while rural youths participated more actively in traditional political processes, such as voting. The conclusion emphasized the need for a blend of digital and offline methods to ensure comprehensive political engagement. Campaigners and policymakers were advised to balance these approaches to reach diverse populations.
Another study, “The Impact of Political Talk Shows on Civic Engagement”, conducted in 2019, examined the influence of radio programs on political awareness and participation. Using a combination of content analysis and listener surveys, the study found that political talk shows significantly shaped public discourse and awareness among youth. The research was grounded in Agenda-Setting Theory, highlighting how the media influences perceptions of political priorities. The study concluded that talk shows are essential for political education, but their impact on direct participation varies depending on factors such as trust in the media and perceptions of program fairness. Recommendations included promoting interactive and transparent programming to build credibility and engagement.





































CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
Research is the process of arriving at dependable solutions to a problem through the planned and systematic collection, analysis, and interpretation of data. This chapter discusses the method adopted to achieve the objectives of this study. It explains the data collection methods, sampling procedures, and data analysis techniques employed to examine the effect of Harmony FM 103.5’s Politics Today on political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis.
3.1 Research Design
According to Bets (2021), research design combines various components of research and applies systematic data collection and analysis techniques to answer research questions. This study adopts a quantitative research design to enable the researcher to obtain objective and generalized responses from the target population. This design is suitable for analyzing the effect of radio programming (Politics Today) on youth political engagement in Ilorin metropolis. Fleetwood (2022) posits that quantitative research involves the collection and analysis of numerical data, which can be used to measure relationships, make predictions, and generalize results to a larger population. The use of this design allows the researcher to capture quantifiable insights into the relationship between the radio program and political participation.
3.2 Research Method
The descriptive survey method was adopted for this research. Bhat (2022) describes descriptive research as a method that focuses on systematically describing the characteristics of a phenomenon. The survey method is considered appropriate for this study, as it seeks to examine the impact of a specific radio program on the political behaviors and attitudes of youth in Ilorin metropolis. Longe (2021) states that surveys facilitate the planned collection of data to predict relationships between variables. Using this method allows the researcher to collect data from a representative group of youth, ensuring a deeper understanding of how Politics Today influences political participation.
3.3 Population of the Study
Ravikiran (2023) defines population as the entire group of individuals about whom a researcher wishes to draw conclusions. The population for this study comprises youth aged 18–35 living in Ilorin metropolis who have access to Harmony FM 103.5 and its Politics Today program. This demographic is selected because youth are often the focus of voter mobilization campaigns and represent a critical segment of political participants. The total population of Ilorin metropolis is estimated at over 900,000, with youth comprising a significant portion of this population. The study focuses on those youth who are potential listeners of Harmony FM 103.5 and are actively involved or interested in political activities.
3.4 Sample Size 
Omni Convert (2020) defines sample size as the number of subjects included in a research study to represent a population. Kibuacha (2021) adds that a well-selected sample ensures representativeness and generalizability. A purposive sampling technique was used to select respondents for this study. This technique allows the researcher to deliberately target individuals who are both listeners of Harmony FM’s Politics Today and represent the youth demographic of Ilorin metropolis. Due to the large population of youth in Ilorin, a sample size of 100 respondents was chosen. This manageable sample provides a diverse representation of listeners and ensures effective data collection and analysis within the study’s scope.

3.5 Research Instrument
The primary data collection tool for this study is a questionnaire. Hassan (2022) defines a questionnaire as a structured research instrument designed to gather systematic data from individuals or groups. The questionnaire was administered through both physical distribution and Google Forms on youth-oriented platforms. It was divided into two sections:
· Section A: Demographic information such as age, gender, level of education, and frequency of listening to Politics Today.
· Section B: Questions related to the influence of Politics Today on youth awareness, knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors regarding political participation.
3.6  Method of Administration of the Research Instrument
Data for this study were obtained from primary and secondary sources. Primary data were collected through the administration of questionnaires, while secondary data were obtained from relevant journals, articles, and reports on media influence and political participation.
3.7. Method of Data Analysis
All data collected were coded and analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) Software Version 23. Responses were categorized based on questionnaire codes and entered into the software. The analysis generated frequency tables, percentages, and other statistical representations to provide a clear understanding of how Harmony FM’s Politics Today affects political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis.



























CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
 4.0. INTRODUCTION 
Data analysis is the most crucial part of any research. Data analysis summaries collected data. It is a process used by researchers for reducing data to a story and interpreting it to derive insights. In this chapter, data are organized into tables so that statistical and logical conclusions can be gotten frills the collected data and merit will be discussed. In this research work, the simple percentage tabular presentation is used in presenting the primary data generated from the field. Doing this would enable easy, convenience, clarity, and vetted comprehension. The researcher presents all the questionnaire items that would provide answers to the researchers’ identified problem, and all presentations and analysis shall be in conformity with questionnaire items and responses.

 4.1. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
Data presentation is defined as the process of using various graphical formats to visually represent the relationship between two or more data sets so that an informed decision can be made based on them. It also refers to the organization and presentation of data into tables, graphs, charts, etc. However, the organization and presentation of data shall be according to questionnaire items and responses. In the (20) twenty questionnaire items developed from the three framed research questions, the researcher aims at using them to provide an answer to his topic problem. A total of one hundred (100) copies of the questionnaire were produced and distributed to the researcher’s sample populace. All presentations are done in simple percentage tabular mode, while simple descriptive analysis technique was used to describe what items were contained in the tables.

DISTRIBUTION TABLE
Table 1
	Description
	Value

	Respondents
	100

	Number of questionnaires distributed
	100

	Number of questionnaires returned
	100

	Number of questionnaires discarded
	Nil

	Number of questionnaires presented and analyzed
	100

	Number of questionnaires not returned  
	Nil


Source: Field Work, 2025
From the above table, it can be seen that the respondents were youths in Ilorin Metropolis. Number of questionnaires distributed were 100, number of questionnaires returned was 100, none of the questionnaires was discarded, number of questionnaires not returned was Nil, and number of questionnaires presented and analyzed are 100.

 4.2. ANALYSIS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS

 SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHY OF THE RESPONDENTS
Table 2
	Respondent Demographic Profile
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Age of Respondents 
	
	

	15–20                    
	35
	35%

	21–25
	40
	40%

	26–30             
	20
	20%

	31 and above
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	Marital status 
	
	

	Single
	85
	85%

	Married 
	12
	12%

	Divorced 
	3
	3%

	Total
	100
	100

	Level of education 
	
	

	High school
Undergraduate degree
Postgraduate degree
Other
	30
50
10
10
	30%
50%
10%
10%

	Total
	100
	100

	Respondents occupation
	
	

	Students 
	60
	60%

	Self employed 
	20
	20%

	Civil servants 
	10
	10%

	Other
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The demographic profile of respondents (Table 2) reveals a predominantly young, single, and student-focused population, with the largest age group being 21–25 years (n=40, 40%), followed by 15–20 years (n=35, 35%), 26–30 years (n=20, 20%), and those aged 31 and above (n=5, 5%). The majority were single (n=85, 85%), with smaller proportions being married (n=12, 12%) or divorced (n=3, 3%). Educationally, most respondents held undergraduate degrees (n=50, 50%), followed by high school qualifications (n=30, 30%), postgraduate degrees (n=10, 10%), and other qualifications (n=10, 10%). Occupationally, students dominated (n=60, 60%), with self-employed individuals (n=20, 20%), civil servants (n=10, 10%), and those in other occupations (n=10, 10%) forming smaller groups, suggesting a sample likely drawn from a tertiary institution, such as Kwara State Polytechnic, consistent with a young, pre-professional cohort.

 
 SECTION B: EXTENT OF INFLUENCE OF “POLITICS TODAY” ON POLITICAL AWARENESS
Table 3
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	How often do you listen to Politics Today?
	
	

	Daily 
	20
	20%

	Weekly
	35
	35%

	Occasionally             
	30
	30%

	Rarely
	15
	15%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	To what extent does Politics Today influence your understanding of political issues? 
	
	

	Very highly
	25
	25%

	Highly 
	40
	40%

	Moderately 
	25
	25%

	Not at all
	10
	10%

	Total
	100
	100

	Do you believe Politics Today is a reliable source of political information?
	
	

	Strongly agree 
	15
	15%

	Agree
	35
	35%

	Neutral 
	30
	30%

	Disagree 
	15
	15%

	Strongly disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The analysis of the table reveals that among 100 respondents, the largest group, 35% (n=35), listen to Politics Today weekly, followed by 30% (n=30) who do so occasionally, 20% (n=20) daily, and 15% (n=15) rarely. In terms of influence, 40% (n=40) reported that the program highly influences their understanding of political issues, while 25% (n=25) each cited very high and moderate influence, and 10% (n=10) noted no influence. Regarding reliability, 35% (n=35) agree that Politics Today is a reliable source of political information, 30% (n=30) are neutral, 15% (n=15) each strongly agree or disagree, and 5% (n=5) strongly disagree, indicating varied perceptions of the program’s credibility and impact.

SECTION C: Does “Politics Today” motivates the youth in Ilorin to participate in democratic processes? 
Table 3  
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Does Politics Today encourage you to participate in democratic processes such as voting?
	
	

	Strongly agree 
	20
	20%

	Agree
	40
	40%

	Neutral 
	25
	25%

	Disagree 
	10
	10%

	Strongly disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	To what extent does Politics Today motivate youth to engage in political discussions?
	
	

	Very highly
	15
	15%

	Highly 
	35
	35%

	Moderately 
	30
	30%

	Not at all
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100

	Do you think the program highlights the importance of active participation in governance?
	
	

	Strongly agree 
	15
	15%

	Agree
	35
	35%

	Neutral 
	30
	30%

	Disagree 
	15
	15%

	Strongly disagree 
	5
	5%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The analysis of the table shows that among 100 respondents, Politics Today significantly encourages participation in democratic processes like voting, with 40% (n=40) agreeing, 25% (n=25) remaining neutral, 20% (n=20) strongly agreeing, 10% (n=10) disagreeing, and 5% (n=5) strongly disagreeing. In motivating youth to engage in political discussions, 35% (n=35) reported high motivation, 30% (n=30) cited moderate motivation, 20% (n=20) noted no motivation, and 15% (n=15) indicated very high motivation. Additionally, 35% (n=35) agree that the program highlights the importance of active participation in governance, followed by 30% (n=30) who are neutral, 15% (n=15) each who strongly agree or disagree, and 5% (n=5) who strongly disagree, reflecting varied perceptions of the program’s impact on civic engagement.

SECTION D: What are the challenges limiting the effectiveness of “Politics Today” in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin?
Table 4  
	Items
	Frequency
	Percentage

	What are the major challenges limiting the effectiveness of Politics Today?
	
	

	Lack of youth interest
	30
	30%

	Political bias
	25
	25%

	Inconsistent programming 
	20
	20%

	Poor media reach 
	25
	25%

	Total 
	100
	100%

	To what extent does poor accessibility to the program (e.g., lack of TV/radio) limit its impact?
	
	

	Very highly
	20
	20%

	Highly 
	30
	30%

	Moderately 
	35
	35%

	Not at all
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Work, 2025
The analysis of the table reveals that among 100 respondents, the major challenges limiting the effectiveness of Politics Today are lack of youth interest, cited by 30% ( tapas n=30), followed by political bias and poor media reach, each noted by 25% (n=25), and inconsistent programming, reported by 20% (n=20). Regarding the extent to which poor accessibility to the program (e.g., lack of TV/radio) limits its impact, the largest group, 35% (n=35), indicated a moderate limitation, while 30% (n=30) reported a high limitation, 20% (n=20) cited a very high limitation, and 15% (n=15) stated that accessibility does not limit the program’s impact at all, highlighting diverse perspectives on the program’s challenges and accessibility constraints.

4.3. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of the radio program Politics Today on political awareness and participation among youths in Ilorin Metropolis, as well as the challenges limiting its effectiveness. The results obtained from the statistical analysis in this study were used to provide answers to the research questions, with data presented in tables using simple percentage tabular presentation in 4.2 to address the questions raised. Specific questions were asked in the questionnaire to generate answers to each of the three framed research questions. A total of 100 questionnaires were administered to the respondents, and all copies were returned and analyzed, ensuring a robust dataset for the study.
Findings confirm that Politics Today has a significant influence on political awareness among youths, with both direct and indirect impacts. Table 3 reveals that 40% (n=40) of respondents agree that the program highly influences their understanding of political issues, 25% (n=25) report very high influence, 25% (n=25) indicate moderate influence, and 10% (n=10) note no influence. This suggests a strong perception that the program fosters political knowledge, particularly among regular listeners. Additionally, Table 3 shows that 35% (n=35) listen to the program weekly, 30% (n=30) occasionally, 20% (n=20) daily, and 15% (n=15) rarely, indicating moderate but varied engagement. However, perceptions of reliability are mixed, with 35% (n=35) agreeing and 15% (n=15) strongly agreeing that Politics Today is a reliable source, while 30% (n=30) are neutral, 15% (n=15) disagree, and 5% (n=5) strongly disagree. This reflects diverse views on the program’s credibility, potentially due to perceived biases or exposure to alternative media.
The study also found that Politics Today moderately motivates youths to participate in democratic processes. Table 3 indicates that 40% (n=40) of respondents agree that the program encourages participation in activities like voting, 20% (n=20) strongly agree, 25% (n=25) are neutral, 10% (n=10) disagree, and 5% (n=5) strongly disagree. This suggests that while the program inspires civic engagement for many, a notable portion remains unmotivated, possibly due to distrust in governance or lack of actionable content. Furthermore, 35% (n=35) report that the program highly motivates them to engage in political discussions, 15% (n=15) cite very high motivation, 30% (n=30) note moderate motivation, and 20% (n=20) indicate no motivation. Additionally, 35% (n=35) agree that the program highlights the importance of active participation in governance, with 15% (n=15) strongly agreeing, 30% (n=30) neutral, 15% (n=15) disagreeing, and 5% (n=5) strongly disagreeing. These findings suggest that Politics Today is more effective at stimulating dialogue than driving tangible participation, aligning with the student-heavy sample’s inclination toward intellectual engagement.
The study identified multiple factors limiting the effectiveness of Politics Today in promoting political participation. Table 4 shows that 30% (n=30) of respondents cite lack of youth interest as the primary challenge, 25% (n=25) point to political bias, 25% (n=25) note poor media reach, and 20% (n=20) identify inconsistent programming. This highlights the role of both content-related (bias, lack of interest) and structural (reach, programming) barriers. Additionally, Table 4 indicates that poor accessibility (e.g., lack of TV/radio) significantly limits the program’s impact, with 35% (n=35) reporting moderate limitation, 30% (n=30) high limitation, 20% (n=20) very high limitation, and 15% (n=15) no limitation. These findings suggest that socioeconomic and infrastructural challenges, such as limited access to media devices or electricity, exacerbate the program’s limited reach, particularly in a context like Ilorin.
The widespread exposure to Politics Today, with 85% of respondents listening at least occasionally, confirms its prominence as a source of political information. However, the mixed perceptions of reliability and the significant challenges of youth disinterest and accessibility indicate that its influence is not fully realized. The findings align with broader trends in developing contexts, where media-driven political engagement is often constrained by infrastructure, trust, and competing priorities. The moderate temptation to engage in democratic processes suggests a gap between awareness and action, a common issue among youths globally who may feel informed but disconnected from governance.
In conclusion, the findings indicate that Politics Today significantly contributes to political awareness among youths in Ilorin by shaping their understanding of political issues and stimulating discussion, though its impact on direct democratic participation is limited to a majority but not universal. Challenges such as lack of youth interest, perceived political bias, poor media reach, and accessibility constraints, combined with the demographic’s competing priorities, hinder its effectiveness. These insights underscore the need for improved content relevance, expanded accessibility through digital platforms, and consistent programming to enhance the program’s impact on youth political engagement.







CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 5.1. SUMMARY
This research study, titled "Effect of Harmony FM 103.5’s Politics Today on Political Participation Among Youth in Ilorin Metropolis," was structured into five comprehensive chapters to systematically investigate the influence of the radio program Politics Today on youth political awareness, participation, and the challenges limiting its effectiveness. The study aimed to provide insights into the role of community radio in fostering civic engagement among young people in a key urban center in Nigeria.
Chapter One provided the background, emphasizing the critical role of youth political participation in sustaining Nigeria’s democracy, given that youth aged 18–35 constitute approximately 60% of the population. It highlighted the low levels of political engagement among Ilorin youth, driven by voter apathy, distrust in institutions, and socioeconomic barriers. The chapter introduced Politics Today on Harmony FM 103.5 as a potential catalyst for political sensitization, outlining its focus on political discourse and youth-relevant issues. The problem statement noted the lack of empirical evidence on the program’s effectiveness, while research objectives, questions, significance, scope, and key term definitions framed the study.
Chapter Two reviewed relevant literature, establishing a conceptual framework that defined radio, its history in Nigeria, and its functions, including information dissemination, education, and entertainment. The chapter explored political participation, detailing its forms, such as voting and advocacy, and the specific role of Politics Today in fostering awareness and engagement. The study was anchored on two theories: the Agenda-Setting Theory, which explains how media prioritizes issues for public attention, and the Uses and Gratifications Theory, which highlights how audiences actively seek media to meet specific needs. Empirical studies underscored the potential of media, particularly radio, to enhance political participation, while noting challenges like bias and limited access.
Chapter Three detailed the research methodology, adopting a quantitative research design with a descriptive survey method. The population comprised youth aged 18–35 in Ilorin metropolis, with an estimated total population of over 900,000. A purposive sample of 100 respondents was selected to target listeners of Politics Today. Data were collected using a questionnaire administered via physical distribution and Google Forms, divided into demographic and program-related sections. The instrument was validated by experts, and reliability was ensured through a test-retest method. Data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) Version 23, generating frequency tables and percentages.
Chapter Four presented and analyzed data from 100 respondents, all youth in Ilorin metropolis. The findings showed moderate engagement with Politics Today, with 85% listening at least occasionally (35% weekly, 30% occasionally, 20% daily, 15% rarely). The program significantly influenced political awareness, with 65% reporting high or very high influence on their understanding of political issues (40% high, 25% very high) and 50% agreeing or strongly agreeing it is a reliable source (35% agree, 15% strongly agree). It moderately motivated participation in democratic processes, with 60% agreeing or strongly agreeing it encourages voting (40% agree, 20% strongly agree) and 50% reporting high or very high motivation for political discussions (35% high, 15% very high). Challenges limiting effectiveness included lack of youth interest (30%), political bias (25%), poor media reach (25%), and inconsistent programming (20%), with 85% citing moderate to very high accessibility constraints (35% moderate, 30% high, 20% very high). The demographic profile revealed a youthful, student-heavy sample (60% students, 75% aged 15–25), aligning with the target population.
Chapter Five summarizes the findings, draws conclusions based on the research objectives, and provides recommendations to enhance the impact of Politics Today on youth political participation in Ilorin metropolis.
 5.2. CONCLUSION
This study aimed to assess the extent to which Politics Today on Harmony FM 103.5 influences political awareness, motivates democratic participation, and faces challenges in promoting political engagement among youth in Ilorin metropolis. The findings confirm that Politics Today significantly enhances political awareness, with 65% of respondents reporting high or very high influence on their understanding of political issues and 50% viewing it as a reliable source. The program’s focus on governance, elections, and youth-relevant topics, combined with its interactive format, aligns with the Agenda-Setting Theory, as it prioritizes political issues for public attention, shaping listeners’ perceptions. The moderate listenership (85% at least occasional listeners) indicates its prominence as a source of political information, particularly among students, who form 60% of the sample.
The program moderately motivates youth to participate in democratic processes, with 60% agreeing or strongly agreeing that it encourages voting and 50% citing high or very high motivation for political discussions. This reflects the Uses and Gratifications Theory, as youth actively engage with Politics Today to fulfill needs for information, social interaction, and personal identity in the political sphere. However, the motivation for tangible participation, such as voting or advocacy, is less universal, with 25% neutral and 15% disagreeing or strongly disagreeing, suggesting a gap between awareness and action. This may stem from distrust in governance or the program’s limited emphasis on actionable steps, a common challenge in media-driven political engagement.
Significant challenges limit the program’s effectiveness, with lack of youth interest (30%), political bias (25%), poor media reach (25%), and inconsistent programming (20%) cited as primary barriers. Accessibility constraints, such as lack of radio access or electricity, affect 85% of respondents to a moderate, high, or very high degree, highlighting infrastructural and socioeconomic issues. These findings align with empirical studies (e.g., Ojebuyi & Kolawole, 2021; Ekeh, 2020) that note media reach and trust as critical barriers in Nigeria. The youthful demographic (75% aged 15–25, 85% single) and student-heavy sample (60%) suggest a predisposition toward intellectual engagement, but competing priorities, such as education or employment, may dilute interest in political activities.
In conclusion, Politics Today plays a vital role in enhancing political awareness and stimulating discussion among Ilorin youth, leveraging radio’s accessibility to bridge information gaps. However, its impact on direct democratic participation is moderate, constrained by youth disinterest, perceived bias, limited reach, and accessibility challenges. The findings underscore the potential of targeted radio programming to foster civic engagement but highlight the need for strategies to address structural and content-related barriers. By aligning with youth needs and leveraging digital platforms, Politics Today can further empower young Nigerians to actively shape their democratic future, contributing to a more inclusive and participatory democracy.
 5.3. RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the effectiveness of Politics Today in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis:

1. Harmony FM should tailor Politics Today to address youth-specific issues, such as unemployment, education, and digital activism.

2. Harmony FM should stream Politics Today on social media platforms like X, YouTube, and WhatsApp, which are popular among youth. 

3. Politics Today should include practical calls-to-action, such as voter registration guides, civic event announcements, or advocacy campaign tips.

4. Harmony Fm station should collaborate with community centers, schools, and tertiary institutions to provide listening hubs with reliable electricity and radios. 

5. Additional studies should explore qualitative perspectives from youth to understand their motivations and barriers in depth. 


























QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE POLYTECHNIC, ILORIN
INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (IICT)
MASS COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to gather relevant information on “Effect of harmony fm 103.5 “politics today” on political participation among youth in Ilorin metropolis.” Your honest responses will contribute significantly to the success of this study. Be assured that all information provided will be treated confidentially and used strictly for academic purposes.
Thank you for your cooperation.
INSTRUCTION: Please tick (✓) the option that best represents your opinion.
The questionnaire is divided into four sections: Section A, B, C, and D.

SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE RESPONDENT
1. What is your age range?
A. 15–20 (   ) B. 21–25 (   ) C. 26–30 (   ) D. 31 and above (   )
2. What is your highest level of education?
A. High school (   ) B. Undergraduate degree (   ) C. Postgraduate degree (   ) D. Other (   )
3. What is your marital status?
A. Single (   ) B. Married (   ) C. Divorced (   )
4. What is your occupation?
A. Student (   ) B. Self-employed (   ) C. Civil servant (   ) D. Other (   )

SECTION B: What are the extent to which “Politics Today” influences political awareness among youth in Ilorin? 

5. How often do you watch or listen to Politics Today?
A. Daily (   ) B. Weekly (   ) C. Occasionally (   ) D. Rarely (   )
6. How often does Politics Today address key political issues relevant to youth?
A. Always (   ) B. Sometimes (   ) C. Rarely (   ) D. Never (   )
7. To what extent does Politics Today influence your understanding of political issues?
A. Very highly (   ) B. Highly (   ) C. Moderately (   ) D. Not at all (   )
8. How effective is Politics Today in improving your political awareness?
A. Very effective (   ) B. Effective (   ) C. Somewhat effective (   ) D. Not effective (   )
9. Do you believe Politics Today is a reliable source of political information?
A. Strongly agree (   ) B. Agree (   ) C. Neutral (   ) D. Disagree (   ) E. Strongly disagree (   )

SECTION C: Does “Politics Today” motivates the youth in Ilorin to participate in democratic processes? 

10. Does Politics Today encourage you to participate in democratic processes such as voting?
A. Strongly agree (   ) B. Agree (   ) C. Neutral (   ) D. Disagree (   ) E. Strongly disagree (   )
11. To what extent does Politics Today motivate youth to engage in political discussions?
A. Very highly (   ) B. Highly (   ) C. Moderately (   ) D. Not at all (   )
12. Do you think the program highlights the importance of active participation in governance?
A. Strongly agree (   ) B. Agree (   ) C. Neutral (   ) D. Disagree (   ) E. Strongly disagree (   )
13. Does Politics Today provide information on how to participate in democratic processes (e.g., voter registration)?
A. Very frequently (   ) B. Frequently (   ) C. Occasionally (   ) D. Rarely (   )
14. How likely are you to act on the political information shared on Politics Today?
A. Very likely (   ) B. Likely (   ) C. Neutral (   ) D. Unlikely (   )

SECTION D: What are the challenges limiting the effectiveness of “Politics Today” in promoting political participation among youth in Ilorin?

15. What are the major challenges limiting the effectiveness of Politics Today?
A. Lack of youth interest (   ) B. Political bias (   ) C. Inconsistent programming (   ) D. Poor media reach (   )
16. How would you rate the program’s ability to address youth-related political concerns?
A. Very high (   ) B. High (   ) C. Moderate (   ) D. Low (   ) E. Very low (   )
17. To what extent does poor accessibility to the program (e.g., lack of TV/radio) limit its impact?
A. Very highly (   ) B. Highly (   ) C. Moderately (   ) D. Not at all (   )
18. Do you believe political interference affects the objectivity of Politics Today?
A. Strongly agree (   ) B. Agree (   ) C. Neutral (   )D. Disagree (   ) E. Strongly disagree (   )
19. How effective are the recommendations provided on Politics Today in solving political issues?
A. Very effective (   ) B. Effective (   )C. Somewhat effective (   ) D. Not effective (   )
20. What measures can be taken to improve the effectiveness of Politics Today in promoting political awareness and participation among youth? A. Reducing political bias (   ) B. Engaging more youth-friendly content (   ) C. Increasing accessibility through social media (   )                             D. Other (   ).
