CHAPTER FOUR
Data Presentation and Analysis
4.0 Introduction
This chapter presents the findings of the study and analyse the data collected. This chapter deals with administration, presentation and interpretation of data gathered from 120 randomly selected publications of The Nation and The Punch newspapers from NOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025.
In this chapter, tables and pie charts arc provided. At the end of each questions in order to enhance the presentation, analysis and interpretation of the data collected.
The study used content analysis. It is a research process that involves a rigorous procedure of investigation in order to arrive at a conclusion that is systematic and empirical by using certain categories and coding procedures that are standard and informed by the understanding of the topic or concept under investigation. The study used content analysis in order to follow the systematic way of communication content.
The analysis of the data is based on the coverage and framing of kidnapping in Nigeria The Nation and The Punch newspaper being the too print media outlet with the most reach in the country. The percentage of responses is obtained through tabular format and chart.

4.1 Data Presentation
Table 1: Nature of Story
	
	The Nation
	The Punch
	Total

	Nature
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	News
	53
	88.4
	57
	95
	110
	91.6

	Feature
	3
	5
	3
	5
	6
	5

	Cartoon
	2
	3.3
	0
	0
	2
	1.7

	Opinion
	2
	3.3
	0
	0
	2
	1.7

	Total
	60
	100
	60
	100
	120
	100



Table 1:  The data generated shows how The Nation and The Punch publications covers kidnapping related cases fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. Base on the data generated The Nation coverage is 88.4% News, 5% Feature, 3.3% Cartoon, and 3.3% Opinion, while The Punch publications covers kidnapping related cases is selected publications with its nature to be 95% News, 5% Feature, 0% Cartoon, and 0% Opinion.
The data indicates that The Nation reports kidnapping cases in more different nature which are News, Feature, Cartoon, and Opinion than The Punch that majorly centralise their coverage on News and Feature articles.  
From the data, it is evident that The Nation and The Punch newspapers under investigation cover and reports kidnapping cases within the period of study as 91.6% News, 5% Feature, 1.7% Cartoon, and 1.7% Opinion.


Table 2: Direction of the Story
	
	The Nation
	The Punch
	Total

	Direction
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	Favourable
	25
	41.7
	16
	26.7
	41
	34.2

	Unfavourable
	13
	21.7
	32
	53.3
	45
	37.5

	Neutral
	22
	36.6
	12
	20
	34
	28.3

	Total
	60
	100
	60
	100
	120
	100






Table 2: Data generated shows the direction of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. It is evident from the findings that, The Nation reports kidnapping cases 41.7% in a Favourable direction, 21.7% in an Unfavourable direction, and 36.6% in a Neutral direction, while The Punch reports kidnapping cases 26.7 % in a Favourable direction, 53.3% in an Unfavourable direction, and 20% in a Neutral direction.
The data indicates The Nation reports in a more favourable direction than The Punch having a higher percentage in favour and neutral than that of The Punch.
From the data, it is evident that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases within the period of study 34.2% on a Favourable ground, 37.5% Unfavourable, and 28.3% Neutral.

Table 3: Frequency of Coverage
	
	The Nation
	The Punch
	Total

	Frequency
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	1-5 times
	60
	100
	60
	100
	120
	100

	6-10 times
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	11 and above
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	60
	100
	0
	100
	120
	100



Table 3: Data generated shows the frequency of coverage of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025.  The Nation reports kidnapping cases 100% 1-5 times, 0% 6-10 times, and 0% 11 times and above, while The Punch reports kidnapping cases 100% 1-5 times, 0% 6-10 times, and 0% 11 times and above .
The data indicates that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases within the period of study 100% between 1-5 times in every of their publications sampled.




Table 4: Prominence of the Story
	
	The Nation
	The Punch
	Total

	Prominence
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	Front page
	20
	33.3
	21
	35
	41
	34.2

	Inside page
	40
	66.7
	39
	65
	79
	65.8

	Back page
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	60
	100
	60
	100
	120
	100




Table 4: Data generated shows the prominence given to kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. Base on the data generated, The Nation reports 33.3% kidnapping cases at the front page, 66.7% at the inside page, and nothing was recorded at the back page, The Punch reports 35% kidnapping cases at the front page, 65% at the inside page, and nothing was recorded at the back page.
The data indicates that The Punch reports more cases of kidnapping at the front page than The Nation but The Punch less reports of kidnapping cases at the inside page compare to The Nation
From the data, it is evident that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases more in the inside page within the period under study, with 65.8% reports in the inside page, 34.2% at the front page and nothing was recorded at the back page.


Table 5: Tone of the Story
	
	The Nation
	The Punch
	Total

	Tone
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	Harsh
	18
	30
	35
	58.3
	53
	44.2

	Neutral
	22
	36.7
	12
	20
	34
	28.3

	Soft
	20
	33.3
	13
	21.7
	33
	27.5

	Total
	60
	100
	60
	100
	120
	100



Table 5: Data generated shows that the Tone of coverage of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. It is evident from the findings that, The Nation reports 30% kidnapping cases in a Harsh tone, 36.7% in a Neutral tone, and 33.3% in a Soft tone, while The Punch reports 58.3% kidnapping cases in a Harsh tone, 20% in a Neutral tone, and 21.7% in a Soft tone.
The data indicates The Nation reports in a report kidnapping cases in a neutral tone but The Punch reports are of a harsh tone.
Data indicates that The Nation and The Punch newspaper under investigation reports kidnapping case more in a Harsh tone. The reports are 44.2% Harsh, 28.3% Neutral, and 27.5% Soft. 

4.2 Analysis of Research Question
	Research Question 1
What is the level of frequency of newspapers coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria?

Data generated shows the frequency of coverage of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025.  The Nation reports kidnapping cases 100% 1-5 times, 0% 6-10 times, and 0% 11 times and above, while The Punch reports kidnapping cases 100% 1-5 times, 0% 6-10 times, and 0% 11 times and above .
The data indicates that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases within the period of study 100% between 1-5 times in every of their publications sampled.


Research Question 2
What is the level of prominence given to the news stories on kidnapping in the country?

Data generated shows the prominence given to kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch from NOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. Base on the data generated, The Nation reports 33.3% kidnapping cases at the front page, 66.7% at the inside page, and nothing was recorded at the back page, The Punch reports 35% kidnapping cases at the front page, 65% at the inside page, and nothing was recorded at the back page.
The data indicates that The Punch reports more cases of kidnapping at the front page than The Nation but The Punch less reports of kidnapping cases at the inside page compare to The Nation
From the data, it is evident that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases more in the inside page within the period under study, with 65.8% reports in the inside page, 34.2% at the front page and nothing was recorded at the back page.
Research Question 3
  What is the direction of newspaper coverage of kidnapping in Nigeria?

Data generated shows the direction of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. It is evident from the findings that, The Nation reports kidnapping cases 41.7% in a Favourable direction, 21.7% in an Unfavourable direction, and 36.6% in a Neutral direction, while The Punch reports kidnapping cases 26.7 % in a Favourable direction, 53.3% in an Unfavourable direction, and 20% in a Neutral direction.
The data indicates The Nation reports in a more favourable direction than The Punch having a higher percentage in favour and neutral than that of The Punch.
From the data, it is evident that the two newspapers under investigation reports kidnapping cases within the period of study 34.2% on a Favourable ground, 37.5% Unfavourable, and 28.3% Neutral.
	Research Question 4
   How were kidnapping incidence framed in selected Nigerian newspapers?


Data generated shows that the Tone of coverage of kidnapping cases in The Nation and The Punch fromNOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025. It is evident from the findings that, The Nation reports 30% kidnapping cases in a Harsh tone, 36.7% in a Neutral tone, and 33.3% in a Soft tone, while The Punch reports 58.3% kidnapping cases in a Harsh tone, 20% in a Neutral tone, and 21.7% in a Soft tone.
The data indicates The Nation reports in a report kidnapping cases in a neutral tone but The Punch reports are of a harsh tone.
Data indicates that The Nation and The Punch newspaper under investigation reports kidnapping case more in a Harsh tone. The reports are 44.2% Harsh, 28.3% Neutral, and 27.5% Soft. 

4.3 Discussion of Findings
This research basically set out to access newspaper coverage and framing of kidnapping in Nigeria and The Nation and The Punch newspapers NOVEMBER 2024 to MAY 2025 were selected to be accessed being the two most read newspapers in Nigeria. 60 editions of The Nation and 60 editions of The Punch a total number of 120 publication were randomly selected and analyse as population of the study and Coding Sheet is used as the research instrument.
However, based on the findings, the result of the study shows that the two papers under investigation report more stories of kidnapping as news ahead of feature article, cartoon and opinion with 91.6% of the coverage in the newspapers analysed written as news articles.
In addition, the prominence given to kidnapping cases in Nigeria newspaper is less important as majority are only featured in the inside pages of the publications analysed, few at the front page and none at the back page. The results of the study shows that 66% of kidnapping cases are placed at the inside pages on the publications.
Furthermore, the direction of which kidnapping cases are reported in Nigeria newspaper is unfavourable, though the rate at which the newspaper outlet tries to make their direction neutral with 38% of the publications but 58% of their publications is yet unfavourable of kidnapping cases.
Kidnapping cases in Nigeria are mostly framed in a harsh tone in the result of the study with 44% which is the highest of the coverage written in a harsh tone.
In Summary, 2022 being a year before Nigeria 2023 election the attention of the media is mostly attracted to political issues and politicians. Political issues and adverts take most part and prominence of the newspaper publications. The two papers under instigation have a particular section in the inside page of their publications flagged “City and Crime” in The Nation and “” in The Punch where most of the kidnapping cases are published. Kidnapping cases are mostly presented in as news article at the inside pages between one to five times in an unfavourable direction and a harsh to in every of their publications.
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