CHAPTER ONE
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Cemetery facility is one of the basic needs of every society; it forms portion of environmental facilities use by communities in Nigeria.(Basmajian, 2010). Recently, a lot of issues and challenges have arises in management of cemetery caused by the increase i:arnan population and development. (Douglas,20 13).
Disposal of the dead is not typically considered an urban or landscaping planning problem, hut how we managed the deceased spans a set of public issues that planners and managers often encounter (Basmajian, 2010). Though, land shortage for burials is one of the many issues and challenges that emerged out of accelerated urban growth in most municipalities. the older cemeteries which were initially considered to be large are often run out space for new burials and vacant land is scarce to extent the existing cemeteries or to develop new one.
According to Nigeria Population Census (NPC) they forecasted that from 2016 to 2020 Nigeria population is projected to increase by 10 percent of the current population. From this amount, increasing number of elderly is expected to increase by 60 percent ( woridometers, 2017). As this cohort moves into old age and faces higher mortality rates, the absolute number of death will increase significantly, as will the subsequent demand for interment spaces.
In highly dense cities it is often hard enough to find room for the living, let alone the dead. Cemeteries devoid of religion affiliation date largely from early 19th century and many were planned as spacious landscape gardens to house human remains (moodley, 2009). Rapid urbanization in town and cities is also resulting in fierce competition for well-located land. Further, compounding the shortage of cemeteries is the fact that a cemetery among many cultures is much more than a place of spiritual and cultural reference. As well there is often resistance among communities to adopt alternatives way of disposing the dead such as sharing the graves and refuse of graves among others hence addressing scarcity of land for cemeteries is proving difficult (SALGA. 2012).
Furthermore, cemetery areas are not systematically managed causing the community become uninterested to make visits to the cemeteries. Thus, this research work is aiming to discuss extensively the management and maintenance of cemetery and will also assess the challenges that the managerial sector of cemetery were facing.
1.2 	STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEMS
Cemetery Management is a profession that is not often spoken of but it is so essential in of the most important rites of human life. The managerial sectors of cemeteries were adhering to diverse challenges according to different experts in which they had carried out their research on the topic in different communities and countries at large.
Mohammed and Sulaiman (2012). carried out their research in Muslim community in Malaysia in which the outcome their research stated that the major problem cemetery management is facing in Malaysia is inadequacy of land to use for the provision of cemeteries.
Douglas (2013) of university of Port Harcourt Nigeria carried out his own research in different five public cemeteries in rivers state Nigeria and he came out with the verdict that the main challenges that the managerial sector of cemetery is facing lack of securities (i.e. cemetery is not properly secured from had people) to be catering for the cemeteries in River State Nigeria.
There was no research with regards to Muslim cemetery in Nigeria which established the gap for this Study. Therefore, the researcher intends to ascertain the challenges facing the management of Muslim cemetery in Ilorin, kwara state, Nigeria. So, this research work also aimed at appraising the challenges facing the management of cemeteries in Muslim Community Ilorin kwara state, Nigeria.
1.3 	AIM AND OBJECTIVES
The aim of this research work is to appraise the challenges associated with the management of cemetery in kwara state. with a view to identify a better management solution.
Hence, the following objectives will be adopted to achieve this aim
· to identify the objects of management
· to determine the management techniques adopted for the management of cemetery in Ilorin
· to identify the proble:r associated with the management of cemetery.
1.4 	RESEARCH QUESTIONS
· What are the object of  management
·  What are the management techniques adopted for the management of cemetery in Ilorin.
· What are the problem associated with the management of cemetery.
1.5 	SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The significance of this work cannot be over emphasized; it can be better. appreciated if viewed from these following perspectives.
This research work will be of great help to a research as a reference for further researcher as an addition to the body of Knowledge.
This research work will also benefit government entities in forming a policy in terms of land allocation for the use of cementry within the state.
This research work will also benefit the Community as it will shield light on what it takes to make the use of the cementery.
Finally, this research work will be of great significance to Estate management professionals if needs arise to know and have a better understanding on the way cemetery is been managed, strategies adopted for effective cemetery management and challenges facing the management of cemetery and possible solutions to those challenges.
1.6 	SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The researcher is restricted to evaluating the challenges involve in the management of cemetery in Ilorin, Kwara state using Muslim cemetery within Ilorin metropolis. This research work is expected to cover Muslim Cemetery in Ilorin Kwara state.
