CHAPTER TWO
2.0 	LITERATURE REVIEW
	The literature review delves into the historical evolution of wardrobes, the properties and uses of wood as a construction material, and the various types of wardrobes employed in domestic settings. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the theoretical framework underlying the design and construction of household furniture, particularly wardrobes.
2.1 	HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF WARDROBE
	Wardrobes have undergone a remarkable transformation throughout history, reflecting changes in societal norms, technological advancements, and design aesthetics. From ancient civilizations where storage chests served as rudimentary wardrobes to the elaborately carved armoires of the Renaissance period, the evolution of wardrobes is intertwined with the evolution of human habitation and domestic life (Jones, 2017). The historical development of wardrobes traces a fascinating journey through the annals of human civilization, reflecting the evolution of societal norms, cultural practices, and technological advancements. From humble beginnings as simple storage chests to the sophisticated and multifunctional furniture pieces of modern times, the wardrobe has undergone significant transformations, mirroring shifts in lifestyle, fashion, and domestic arctecture. In antiquity, wardrobes were rudimentary storage containers primarily used to house garments, textiles, and personal belongings. Early civilizations such as the Egyptians and Mesopotamians crafted wooden chests and armoires adorned with intricate carvings and decorative motifs, symbolizing wealth, status, and prestige. These early wardrobes served practical functions while also serving as symbols of social status and cultural identity. During the middle Ages and Renaissance period, the wardrobe underwent a period of refinement and elaboration, influenced by the burgeoning merchant class and burgeoning trade routes. The Renaissance saw the emergence of elaborately carved wooden wardrobes, known as armoires, which featured ornate designs inspired by classical motifs and religious iconography. These armoires served not only as functional storage units but also as symbols of wealth, power, and refinement, showcasing the craftsmanship and artistic prowess of their makers.
	The advent of the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries brought about significant changes in wardrobe design and production. Mass production techniques and advances in woodworking machinery enabled the production of wardrobes on a scale previously unimaginable, making them more accessible to the burgeoning middle class. Wardrobes became standardized furniture pieces, manufactured in various styles and Finishes to cater to diverse consumer tastes and preferences. The 20th century witnessed further innovations in wardrobe design and functionality, spurred by advancements in materials, technology, and interior design. The introduction of new materials such as plywood, laminate, and composite wood products revolutionized wardrobe construction, offering durability, affordability, and design versatility.
	Wardrobe designs evolved to meet the changing needs of modern living, with features such as sliding doors, built-in drawers, and adjustable
	Shelving becoming common place. In the contemporary era, wardrobes continue to evolve in response to changing lifestyles, environmental concerns, and technological Advancements. The rise of minimalist living and sustainable design has led to a renewed interest in natural materials and artisanal craftsmanship, with consumers seeking out handcrafted wooden wardrobes made from responsibly sourced materials. Additionally, advancements in digital technology have enabled the integration of smart features such as sensor-activated lighting, automated shelving systems, and built-in charging stations, transforming wardrobes into intelligent storage solutions Tailored to the needs of the modern homeowner.
2.2	 WOOD AS A CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL
	Wood remains the quintessential material for furniture construction due to its versatility, durability, and aesthetic appeal. Various wood species exhibit distinct properties that influence their suitability for different furniture applications. Traditional woodworking techniques, such as joinery methods like angle joints, dovetail joints, and widening joints, play a crucial role in ensuring the structural integrity and longevity of wooden furniture (Lee, 2020).
2.3 	DIFFERENT TYPES OF WOOD
	The choice of wood species significantly impacts the design, durability, and aesthetics of wardrobes. Hardwoods such as oak, mahogany, and teak are prized for their strength and durability, making them ideal choices for structural components. Softwoods like pine and cedar, on the other hand, offer affordability and ease of workability, albeit with slightly lower durability (Chen et al., 2019). Proper wood processing, seasoning, cutting, and preservation techniques are essential to maximize the performance and longevity of wooden wardrobes. Wood is a versatile material for furniture construction, with various species offering distinct characteristics suited to different applications. Understanding the properties and attributes of different types of wood is essential for selecting the most suitable material for constructing wardrobes.
2.3.1 WOOD PROCESSING
	Wood processing involves converting raw timber into usable timber for furniture construction. The process typically includes sawing, planning, and surfacing to achieve desired dimensions and surface quality. Modern milling techniques utilize advanced machinery to maximize lumber yield and minimize waste (Adewole & Ojo, 2018).
2.3.2	 METHODS OF SEASONNIG
	Seasoning is the process of drying timber to reduce moisture content and stabilize its dimensions. Proper seasoning prevents warping, cracking, and decay, ensuring the longevity and stability of wooden furniture. Common seasoning methods include air drying and kiln drying, with specific time and temperature parameters tailored to the wood species and environmental conditions (Lee & Park, 2019).
2.3.3 	METHODS OF CUTTING BOARDS FROM LOGS 
	Cutting boards from logs involves sawing timber into boards of various sizes and thicknesses suitable for furniture construction. Sawmills employ different cutting techniques, including plain sawing, quarter sawing, and rift sawing, to produce boards with specific grain patterns and structural characteristics (Chen & Huang, 2020).
2.3.4	 PRESERVATION OF WOOD
	Preserving wood involves treating it with chemicals or natural substances to protect against decay, insect infestation, and fungal growth. Common wood preservatives include borates, copper compounds, and organic oils, which penetrate the wood fibers and provide long-lasting protection against environmental degradation (Lim & Lee, 2020).
2.3.5 	APPLICATION
	Different wood species exhibit unique aesthetic and mechanical properties that make them suitable for specific furniture applications. Hardwoods like oak, maple, and cherry are prized for their durability and aesthetic appeal, making them ideal for structural components and visible surfaces. Softwoods such as pine and cedar are favored for their affordability and ease of workability, making them suitable for secondary components and hidden structures (Kim et al., 2019).

2.3.6 	WOODEN WARDROBE AS HOUSE FURNITURE
	Wooden wardrobes serve as essential furniture pieces in residential settings, providing storage solutions for clothing, accessories, and personal belongings. The natural beauty, warmth, and durability of wood make it a preferred choice for wardrobes, enhancing the aesthetic appeal and functionality of bedroom and dressing spaces. Wooden wardrobes are available in a variety of designs, styles, and finishes to complement diverse interior décor themes and user preferences (Jones & Smith, 2021).
2.4 	TYPES OF WARDROBES
	Wardrobes come in various forms and designs to cater to diverse user preferences and spatial requirements. Common types include freestanding wardrobes, built-in wardrobes, walk-in closets, and armoires. Each type offers distinct advantages in terms of storage capacity, flexibility, and aesthetic appeal, allowing homeowners to customize their storage solutions according to their specific needs and preferences (Kim & Park, 2018).
2.5 USES
	Wardrobes serve as essential storage units for organizing and safeguarding clothing, accessories, and personal belongings. In addition to their primary function of storage, wardrobes also contribute to the interior décor of living spaces, enhancing the visual appeal and ambiance of bedrooms, dressing rooms, and walk-in closets. Furthermore, wardrobes can be customized with additional features such as drawers, shelves, mirrors, and lighting to optimize functionality and convenience for users (Sahari et al., 2021).


