RESEARCH PROPOSAL

 Uses and Impact of WhatsApp Application in Tackling Police Brutality in Kwara State: A Case Study of Kwara Poly Student Victim Quyum

CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
Police brutality is a significant human rights issue, impacting individuals and communities worldwide. In Nigeria, police violence has sparked widespread protests and discussions, particularly among youth who utilize digital platforms for social advocacy. WhatsApp, a widely used social media platform, has become a powerful tool for documenting, sharing, and mobilizing action against such abuses. This study seeks to examine the role of WhatsApp in addressing incidents of police brutality in Kwara State, focusing on the case of a Kwara Polytechnic student named Quyum, who reportedly experienced police brutality.
Statement of the Problem
The problem of police brutality in Nigeria has led to social unrest and undermined trust between citizens and law enforcement. Despite the importance of traditional media, social media platforms, such as WhatsApp, provide an alternative avenue for citizens to share information, seek justice, and mobilize communities. However, there is a need to evaluate the effectiveness and limitations of using WhatsApp specifically for raising awareness and rallying support against police brutality, especially within the local context of Kwara State and among young people like Quyum.
Research Objectives
1. To explore how WhatsApp is used by Kwara Poly students and the general public to address incidents of police brutality.
2. To assess the impact of WhatsApp in raising awareness about police brutality in Kwara State.
3. To evaluate the role of WhatsApp in supporting victims of police brutality, focusing on the case of Quyum.
Research Questions
1. How is WhatsApp utilized by Kwara Poly students and other residents in Kwara State to document and respond to police brutality?
2. What impact does WhatsApp have in raising awareness and mobilizing public opinion on police brutality?
3. How effective is WhatsApp in supporting individual victims, particularly in seeking justice for incidents of police abuse?
Significance of the Study
This study is significant as it provides insight into the ways WhatsApp can be used as a tool for social justice, particularly among young people in Nigeria. The findings will contribute to the understanding of social media's role in promoting accountability and may inform advocacy strategies for human rights organizations. Additionally, this study highlights the limitations and challenges of using WhatsApp for this purpose, thereby guiding future improvements in digital activism against police brutality.
Scope of the Study
The study will focus on Kwara State, with particular attention to Kwara Polytechnic students, as they are active users of social media and were directly affected by police brutality in the case of Quyum. Data will be gathered from students, residents, and possibly law enforcement officials in Kwara State to gain a comprehensive view of the issue.
Definition of Terms
· WhatsApp: A messaging application that allows users to send text messages, voice notes, images, and videos.
· Police Brutality: The excessive and unwarranted use of force by law enforcement officers against civilians.
· Social Media Activism: The use of social media platforms to raise awareness, mobilize action, and support causes for social justice.
















CHAPTER TWO
Literature Review (Conceptual/Theoretical Framework)
1. The Role of Social Media in Social Justice: Explore existing studies on how social media is used to address issues of human rights and police brutality globally.
2. Media Richness Theory: This theory will be used to examine why WhatsApp, with its multimedia capabilities, is effective for mobilizing awareness and support.
3. Empirical Evidence on Digital Mobilization: Review case studies and empirical research on social media’s impact in similar advocacy contexts.

CHAPTER THREE
Methodology
Research Design: This study will employ a quantitative research method with a survey questionnaire as the primary instrument for data collection.
Population and Sample: The target population will include Kwara Polytechnic students, victims, and witnesses of police brutality in Kwara State. A sample of 200 respondents will be selected through random sampling.
Data Collection: Data will be collected using a structured questionnaire distributed via WhatsApp groups, specifically focusing on Kwara Poly student groups to ensure relevant responses.
Data Analysis: The collected data will be analysed using descriptive statistics to identify patterns in WhatsApp use for anti-brutality campaigns and to assess the impact and reach of such initiatives.

It is anticipated that this study will reveal WhatsApp’s crucial role in documenting incidents of police brutality, raising public awareness, and offering support to victims like Quyum. The study also expects to identify the limitations and barriers to using WhatsApp as an activism tool in a socio-political context.
Conclusion
This research aims to expand the understanding of digital activism through WhatsApp, particularly in confronting issues of police brutality. By focusing on the experiences of Kwara Polytechnic students and their reactions to Quyum’s case, the study seeks to contribute to broader discussions on social media’s role in advancing human rights and ensuring police accountability.

