CHAPTER ONE
1.0                                                          INTRODUCTION
1.1    Background to the study
Agriculture is a critical sector in Nigeria’s economy, contributing significantly to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and serving as the primary source of livelihood for the majority of the population, particularly in rural areas. According to FAO (2020), agriculture accounts for about 35% of Nigeria’s GDP and provides employment for over 70% of the rural workforce. Within the agricultural sector, livestock farming is a major component, with poultry farming emerging as one of the most accessible and profitable ventures for small-scale farmers. Poultry farming is particularly important because of its ability to provide affordable animal protein, quick returns on investment, and diverse income opportunities.
Poultry production, which involves the rearing of chickens, turkeys, ducks, and guinea fowls, is a key contributor to rural livelihoods and food security in Nigeria. Chickens, in particular, are widely kept by smallholder farmers due to their adaptability, low cost of production, and market demand for their products, such as eggs and meat. According to Olawuyi and Ojo (2017), poultry farming is considered one of the fastest-growing agricultural enterprises globally, and it has significant potential to reduce rural poverty and improve food security. However, in regions like Asa Local Government Area of Kwara State, the adoption of modern poultry-keeping techniques by small-scale farmers remains low, resulting in suboptimal production and income levels.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Asa Local Government Area, located in Kwara State, is predominantly agrarian, with most households relying on farming for their livelihood. Poultry farming in the region is largely characterized by traditional methods, such as free-range systems, poor feeding practices, and inadequate disease management. These methods are often cost-effective but result in low productivity, high mortality rates, and limited profitability. Traditional poultry farming practices cannot meet the increasing demand for poultry products, which is driven by population growth and urbanization. Modern poultry-keeping techniques, such as the use of hybrid breeds, balanced nutrition, improved housing, vaccination programs, and biosecurity measures, have been shown to significantly enhance productivity. For instance, Adeoti and Abolaji (2020) reported that farmers who adopt modern poultry management practices experience increased egg production, reduced mortality rates, and higher profits.
Traditional poultry breeds often have lower egg-laying capabilities and growth rate compared to improved species. This decrease poultry yields and household income. In addition, poor feeding practices and inadequate nutrition also lead to low output. This is because the birds depend only on kitchen waste and the little amount of feed ingredients they are able to pick through scavenging and other non-conventional technique. Interestingly, through invention various improved technologies for poultry production have been developed to enhance productivity and reduce losses. Improved poultry management practices such as diseases control, feeding and better housing promises increased yield.
Also, adoption of disease-resistant and high yielding breeding yet preserving traditional ones because of culture could increase productivity. Hansen (2014) noted that the products of technology and development remains important factor in global development transformation of the economy in general and agricultural particular. This means that the use of technologies in productive engagements such as poultry production will enable farmers explore greater opportunities and overcomes challenges in the agricultural subsector. It is on the basis of the fore going that the study seeks to examine the adoption of modern techniques in poultry keeping among small-scale farmers in Asa Local Government Area of Kwara State.
1.2    Statement to the problem 
Poultry farming plays an essential role in providing income, food, and employment for small-scale farmers in rural areas. However, rural farmers are faced with many problems, such as high mortality rate, high cost of veterinary drugs and feeding, inadequate capital, poor quality of feeds, death of ventures, lack of knowledge and control of poultry diseases, and lack of nutrients and energy requirements for birds amongst many others. Therefore, there is need for adoption of improved techniques in poultry keeping to solve the afore-mentioned problems. 
Modern poultry-keeping techniques, such as the use of improved breeds, proper feeding systems, vaccination, and biosecurity measures, have been shown to significantly improve productivity and reduce losses. Despite these benefits, small-scale farmers in Asa LGA have been slow to adopt these modern practices. Factors such as lack of access to credit, inadequate extension services, high input costs, and frequent disease outbreaks make it difficult for farmers to transition to modern methods (Olawuyi and Ojo, 2017).
The low adoption of modern techniques limits the potential of poultry farming to contribute effectively to food security, poverty reduction, and economic growth in the region. Addressing these issues requires identifying the barriers to adoption and finding practical solutions to support small-scale farmers in improving their productivity.
It is against this backdrop that this study seeks to provide answers to the following research questions;
1) What are the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents?
2) What are the sources of information on poultry keeping by the respondents?
3) What is the attitude of the respondents towards the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping?
4) What are the constraints militating against the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping?
1.3    Objectives of the study
The general objective of the study is to assess the adoption of modern techniques in poultry keeping among small-scale farmers in Asa Local Government Area of Kwara State. The specific objectives are to;
1) describe the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents
2) identify the sources of information of the respondents on the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping
3) To evaluate the attitude of the respondents towards the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping
4) To access the constraints militating against the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping
1.4    Hypothesis 
Ho: There is no significant relationship between the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents and the constraints militating against the adoption of new techniques in poultry keeping.
1.5 Significance of the Study
Adopting modern techniques in poultry keeping is crucial for small scale farmers, as it enhances productivity, sustainability and profitability. Poultry farming is a critical source of income and food security for small scale farmers. Adopting modern techniques allows small scale farmers to transition from subsistence level operations to commercially viable enterprises. It boosts productivity, enhances food security, ensures better animal welfare and promotes environmental sustainability. By embracing innovations in poultry farming, small scale farmers can achieve higher income levels, contribute to rural development and strengthen their resilience in the face of challenges such as climate change and market fluctuations.
1.6 Definition of Terms
i. Adoption: The process of accepting and implementing new ideas, technologies, or practices. It is also the act of taking on a new approach or method to improve existing practices.
ii. Modern techniques: refer to innovative, advanced, and efficient methods, tools, or approaches used to perform tasks or solve problems. These techniques often involve the use of technology, scientific principles, and up-to-date knowledge to improve processes and outcomes compared to traditional methods.
iii. Poultry keeping: is the practice of raising domesticated birds such as chickens, ducks, turkeys, quails, and geese for various purposes. These purposes include the production of meat, eggs, feathers, and other by-products. Poultry keeping can be carried out on a small scale (backyard farming) or a large scale (commercial farming), depending on the resources, goals, and market demand.
iv. Small-scale farmers: are individuals or families who engage in agricultural activities on a relatively small piece of land with limited resources. These farmers typically grow crops or rear animals for subsistence (to meet their household needs) or for small-scale commercial purposes in local markets.
