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RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

3.1 ResearchDesign

Thisstudyadoptsadescriptivesurveyresearchdesign.Thisdesignisdeemedsuitableasit

enablestheresearchertoobtainrelevantdatafrom asampleofrespondentsinIlorin,Kwara

State,toexaminetheimpactofagriculturalfinancingonfoodsecurity.Theapproachsupports

thecollectionandanalysisofdatainawaythatprovidesinsightintothechallengesand

opportunitieswithinthelocalagriculturalfinancingsystem.

3.2 PopulationoftheStudy

Thepopulationforthisstudycomprisesregisteredsmallholderfarmers,agriculturalextension

officers,andrepresentativesoffinancialinstitutionsinvolvedinagriculturalfinancingwithin

IlorinEastandIlorinSouthLocalGovernmentAreasofKwaraState.Thesegroupswerechosen

becauseoftheirfirsthandknowledgeandinvolvementinagriculturalfinancingandfood

production.

3.3SampleSizeandSamplingTechnique

Atotalof150respondentswereselectedusingastratifiedrandom samplingtechnique.The

populationwasstratifiedintothreecategories—farmers,agriculturalofficers,andbank

officials—andrandom samplesweredrawnfrom eachgrouptoensurebalancedrepresentation.

ThismethodhelpedtocapturediverseperspectiveswithintheIlorinagriculturalecosystem.

3.4 SourcesofData

Thestudyutilizedbothprimaryandsecondarysourcesofdata.Primarydataweregathered

directlyfrom respondentsinthefieldusingstructuredquestionnaires.Secondarydatawere

sourcedfrom publishedmaterialssuchastheCentralBankofNigeria(CBN)reports,National

BureauofStatistics(NBS)publications,relevantjournals,andpastacademicresearchrelatedto

agriculturalfinancingandfoodsecurityinNigeria.

3.5 ResearchInstrument

Themaininstrumentusedfordatacollectionwasastructuredquestionnaire.Thequestionnaire

includedbothopen-endedandclose-endedquestionsdesignedtoelicitdetailedresponseson

theavailability,accessibility,andutilizationofagriculturalfinancing,anditsinfluenceonfood

securityamongfarmersinIlorin.

3.6 ValidityandReliabilityoftheInstrument



Toensuretheinstrument'svalidity,thequestionnairewasreviewedbyexpertsinagricultural

economicsandresearchmethodologyatatertiaryinstitutioninKwaraState.Apilotstudywas

conductedamong20respondentsinaneighboringcommunitynotincludedinthefinalsample.

ThereliabilityoftheinstrumentwastestedusingCronbach’salpha,andacoefficientscoreof

0.80confirmedahighdegreeofreliability.

3.7 MethodofDataCollection

Thedatacollectionwasconductedthroughface-to-facedistributionandretrievalof

questionnaires.Theresearchervisitedfarms,governmentagriculturaloffices,andfinancial

institutionswithinIlorintopersonallyadministerthequestionnaires.Thisensuredclarityof

responsesandahigherreturnrate.

3.8 MethodofDataAnalysis

Datacollectedwereanalyzedusingbothdescriptiveandinferentialstatistics.Descriptive

statisticssuchasfrequencycounts,percentages,andmeanscoreswereusedtosummarize

thedata.Inferentialstatistics,specificallychi-squaretestsandsimpleregressionanalysis,were

usedtotesttheresearchhypothesesandassesstherelationshipbetweenagriculturalfinancing

andfoodsecurityinIlorin,KwaraState.


