CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary of Findings
The study explored the impact of Nigeria's strategic alliances, foreign policy effectiveness, and the challenges hindering the country’s ability to leverage international relations for sustainable national growth. The findings reveal a mixed perception among respondents. While most agreed that Nigeria’s international partnerships have contributed positively to diplomatic relevance, national security, and alignment with national interests, there was skepticism regarding their economic impact. Respondents felt that these alliances have not led to tangible economic growth or technological advancements. Regarding the influence of strategic partnerships, respondents generally viewed them as beneficial to Nigeria’s political stability, security, and diplomatic standing. However, concerns were raised about the contribution of these alliances to economic growth and the impact on local industries.
In terms of foreign policy effectiveness, the study found that Nigeria’s foreign policy is often seen as misaligned with national interests, with many respondents disagreeing that the policy effectively promotes the country’s objectives. Nevertheless, there was more support for the adaptability of Nigeria’s foreign policy and the proactive nature of its diplomatic engagements. The study also revealed significant challenges to Nigeria’s foreign policy implementation, including inconsistent policy execution, inadequate public awareness, political instability, dependence on foreign aid, and insufficient funding. Respondents also highlighted the role of corruption and weak institutional frameworks as barriers to fully capitalizing on international partnerships. However, despite these challenges, there was confidence in Nigeria's diplomatic capacity, indicating that improvements could be made through better governance and stronger institutional frameworks.


5.2 Conclusion

This study set out to analyze Nigeria’s foreign policy directions with a focus on strategic alliances and their contribution to national growth. It found that while Nigeria has been actively involved in numerous strategic partnerships bilaterally and multilaterally the actual developmental benefits of these alliances are mixed. Although there have been notable gains in infrastructure, diplomacy, and regional security contributions, challenges such as poor policy implementation, lack of accountability, and inadequate domestic capacity have limited the full realization of these benefits. The study concludes that a stronger alignment between foreign policy objectives and domestic development plans is essential for Nigeria to maximize the value of its strategic alliances. There is also a need for more transparent, consistent, and development-focused diplomacy.
5.3 Recommendations
Strategic alliances should be guided by clearly defined national priorities such as economic diversification, security enhancement, and technological advancement. This calls for close collaboration between the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Federal Ministry of Finance, Budget, and National Planning, and the National Economic Council to ensure that all foreign engagements directly support Nigeria’s medium- and long-term development strategies. The capacity of institutions involved in foreign policy formulation and implementation must be enhanced to improve their negotiation strength, monitoring capability, and evaluation of international agreements. Key bodies such as the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), Office of the National Security Adviser (ONSA), and National Intelligence Agency (NIA) should be equipped with modern tools, training, and resources to ensure effective and professional diplomacy.
Nigeria must build institutional mechanisms to maintain consistency in foreign policy across successive administrations. This can be achieved through the Presidency, National Assembly Committees on Foreign Affairs, and the National Council on Foreign Policy, which should work collectively to develop binding foreign policy blueprints that transcend political transitions and safeguard long-term diplomatic goals. There is a need to establish a robust framework for regularly assessing the outcomes of strategic alliances and how they contribute to key national development indicators such as foreign direct investment (FDI), job creation, and infrastructure development. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in collaboration with the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and Development Partners Coordination Units, should lead this process by producing annual foreign policy performance reviews.
Greater involvement of private sector actors, civil society organizations, and think tanks in foreign engagements especially in areas such as trade, investment, technology, and development diplomacy can deepen the impact of strategic partnerships. Bodies such as the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission (NIPC), Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC), Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), and relevant chambers of commerce should be engaged systematically in international dialogues to represent Nigeria’s economic interests more robustly.
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