
3.1 Research Design

CHAPTER THREE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study will adopt a descriptive research design, using both qualitative and quantitative methods (mixed- methods approach). This design enables an in-depth analysis of Nigeria’s strategic alliances and their impact on national growth, while incorporating both policy analysis and stakeholder perspectives.
3.2 Population and Sample
The study population of 180 includes personnel from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), foreign policy analysts, academics in international relations, and diplomatic corps. A purposive sampling technique will be used to select 123 participants, ensuring representation across key stakeholder groups.
3.3 Sampling Techniques
Purposive sampling will be used to select knowledgeable respondents. Stratified sampling may be applied to categorize participants by affiliation (e.g., government, academia, diplomacy, policy institutes).




3.4 Sources of Data
i. Primary Data: Structured questionnaires with foreign policy experts and government officials.
ii. Secondary Data: Review of official documents, foreign policy white papers, MoUs, treaties, and reports from ECOWAS, AU, and other relevant institutions.
3.5 Instruments for Data Collection
A questionnaire will be developed with both closed- and open-ended questions.
3.6 Validity and Reliability
The instruments will be validated through expert review. A pilot test will be conducted with 30 respondents.
Reliability will be measured using Cronbach’s Alpha for internal consistency of survey items.
3.7 Method of Data Analysis
Quantitative data from questionnaires will be analyzed using descriptive statistics (percentages, means) and inferential statistics (e.g., regression analysis using SPSS).

3.8 Ethical Considerations
Informed consent will be obtained from all participants. Confidentiality and anonymity will be maintained.
Ethical approval will be sought from a relevant institutional review board.
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