

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW 
	2.1 Introduction 
This chapter reviews various works of Scholars on strategic alliances, foreign policy and national growth The chapter consists of three sections, namely; conceptual and empirical reviews and the theoretical framework.
2.1.1 Conceptual Discourse
i. Strategic Alliances
Strategic alliances are defined as formal agreements between nations to pursue shared goals while retaining individual sovereignty. These may include security partnerships, economic cooperation, technology transfers, and diplomatic collaborations.


ii. Foreign Policy
According to Nye (2017), foreign policy shapes the strategic orientation of states, determining how they interact with others to achieve national objectives. Alliances serve as instruments through which states project power, secure resources, and manage geopolitical risks.
iii. Nigeria’s Foreign Policy: Historical Context: Nigeria’s foreign policy has evolved across different administrations. The First Republic was marked by a strong Afrocentric focus, aiming to support liberation movements and African unity (Aluko, 1981). The post-military and democratic eras saw a shift toward economic diplomacy, with emphasis on attracting foreign investment and expanding trade. Under various administrations including those of Obasanjo, Jonathan, and Buhari Nigeria has sought strategic partnerships with countries like China, the U.S., India, and multilateral bodies (Adebajo, 2014).
iv. Strategic Alliances and National Development
Ogwu (2016) argue that strategic alliances enhance a nation’s ability to access foreign capital, expertise, and markets. Nigeria’s collaboration with China under the Belt and Road Initiative has brought significant infrastructure investments. However, critics argue that such alliances often lack transparency and accountability, undermining their developmental potential (Okolie & Ugwueze, 2020). Furthermore, alliances in the ECOWAS region have helped in conflict resolution and peacekeeping, especially in countries like Liberia and Sierra Leone showing the link between regional diplomacy and national/regional security.
2.2 Empirical Review
Adebajo (2010) assessed Nigeria’s foreign policy in West Africa and concluded that while Nigeria plays a leading role in regional peacekeeping and diplomacy, its strategic alliances often lack alignment with concrete economic development outcomes. This observation aligns with the recurring critique that Nigeria’s foreign policy has been more symbolic than pragmatic. Similarly, Ogunnubi and Okeke-Uzodike (2016) examined Nigeria–South Africa relations, revealing that despite shared leadership aspirations on the continent, internal political tensions and policy inconsistencies have hindered meaningful developmental gains from this strategic partnership.
Ezirim (2021) conducted a quantitative evaluation of Nigeria–China bilateral relations, demonstrating a positive correlation between strategic Chinese investments in infrastructure and Nigeria’s economic growth metrics. However, the study also raised concerns about growing debt dependency and the opaque nature of some bilateral agreements. Likewise, Omede and Bakare (2014) reviewed Nigeria–United States relations in the context of security cooperation and found that while U.S. support has strengthened Nigeria’s counterterrorism capacity, gaps in mutual trust and inconsistencies in domestic policy have reduced the long-term benefits of the alliance. Beyond Nigeria, Obasi (2022) analyzed strategic alliances in the ECOWAS region and found that countries that actively engage in structured regional partnerships experience more consistent economic growth due to shared infrastructure, trade incentives, and diplomatic coordination. This finding reinforces the value of multilateralism promoted by liberal institutionalist theory.
Despite these contributions, most of the studies reviewed have focused on bilateral relations or security- oriented partnerships without a holistic analysis of how strategic alliances impact broader national development indicators such as industrial growth, technology transfer, or governance reform. Moreover, few studies integrate theoretical frameworks like realism or liberalism to interpret Nigeria’s foreign policy behavior. This study, therefore, fills a crucial gap by evaluating Nigeria’s strategic alliances through both empirical data and theoretical interpretation, focusing on their alignment with national development goals from 1999 to 2024.
2.3 Theoretical Framework

The study adopts realism theory. Realism, a dominant theory in international relations, posits that the international system is anarchic, and that states act primarily in pursuit of power and national interest to ensure their survival and security (Morgenthau, 1948; Waltz, 1979). The theory assumes that states are rational, unitary actors operating in a self-help system where power is the primary currency. From a realist perspective, alliances are not formed out of goodwill or shared values but are instead strategic moves aimed at gaining advantages in the global power structure. Nigeria’s foreign policy direction exemplifies these realist assumptions, as its alliances with global powers such as China and the United States are often driven by practical interests such as accessing foreign investment, enhancing military capacity, and strengthening diplomatic leverage (Akinola & Obadare, 2020; Eze, 2021). Through realism, Nigeria’s engagement with international organizations like ECOWAS and the African Union can also be viewed as strategic efforts to maintain regional dominance and manage external threats.
`	The relevance of realism to this study lies in its ability to explain Nigeria’s foreign partnerships as pragmatic responses to economic and security pressures rather than ideological commitments. However, realism has been criticized for its state-centric focus, its neglect of non-state actors and transnational forces, and its limited consideration of cooperation, values, and global norms (Dunne & Schmidt, 2017). Despite these limitations, realism remains applicable to this study by providing a grounded understanding of how Nigeria uses strategic alliances to pursue national growth objectives in a competitive international system.
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